
 

 



Preface 

By 

Douglas A. Hedin 
Editor, MLHP 

 

Aaron Goodrich, the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Minnesota 

Territory, died in St. Paul on June 24, 1887, at age seventy-nine. During his 

lifetime he had accumulated a large, eclectic library.  

He purchased many  books while  serving as secretary of the U. S. Legation in 

Brussels, Belgium, during the Civil War not only because he seems to have had a 

slight case of bibliomania but also because he needed them to research and 

write his mammoth expose of Christopher Columbus, published in 1874. He 

considered the explorer an imposter, a fraud.  To a degree, therefore, this was a 

working library. 

His family decided to sell it. Realizing that it held many valuable and important 

volumes, they prepared and published an 86 page catalogue of the books. It was 

divided into three categories: Books on history, biography, religion, politics, 

etcetera, many in foreign languages; second, pamphlets (many pertaining to 

Minnesota); and, third, law books.  “Catalogue of the Private Library of the Late 

Hon. Aaron Goodrich” is posted here. 

 



Other articles on Goodrich on the Minnesota Legal History Project are: 

Douglas A. Hedin:  “Documents Regarding the Terms of the Justices of the 
Territorial Supreme Court: Part Two-A: Chief Justice Aaron Goodrich and 
Associate Justice David Cooper.” (MLHP, 2009-2010). 
 
Aaron Goodrich:  “‘Early Courts in Minnesota’ with Recollections of 
Goodrich by William P. Murray, Edward Sullivan, Charles Francis Adams 
Jr., Carl Schurz and Thomas McLean Newson, Concluding with 
Goodrich’s Self Portrait.” (MLHP, 2010-2015).  
 
“United States ex rel. Aaron Goodrich v. James Guthrie, Secretary of the 
Treasury,  58  U. S. 284 (1855).” (MLHP, 2015). 
 
Aaron Goodrich: “A History of the Character and Achievements of the 
So-called Christopher Columbus. ” (MLHP, 2015) (published first, 1874). 
 
“Chief Justice Aaron Goodrich (1807-1887)” (MLHP, 2016) 
(published  first as an obituary in the St. Paul Daily Globe, 1887). 
 
“The Goodrich Library.”  (MLHP, 2016) (published first in the St. 
Paul Sunday Globe, 1887). 
 
The photograph of Goodrich posted above is from the “The 
Reminiscences of Carl Schurz” (1852-1863), and can be found with 
others in “Drawings, Engravings and Photographs of the Justices of 
the Supreme Court of Minnesota Territory, 1849-1858” (MLHP, 
2017). 
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Posted MLHP:  July 22, 2018. 


