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TO THE MEMORY
OF TUE

PATRIOT, BOHOLAR, JURIST, STATESMAN, AND FRIEND,

WILLIAM HENRY SEWARD,

WHO,

DURING A LONG AND EVENTFUL LIFE,
BUFFERED PATIENTLY, AND LABORED EARNESTLY AND WIBELY,
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF HIS RACE,
THIS WORK
I8 AFFEOCTIONATELY DEDICATED

Br AARON GOODRICH.

A few months before his lamented death, while this work was yet
in progress, Hon. WiLLiaM H. Sewarp kad kindly permitted its
dedication to himself, but, in the interval which elapsed before its
completion, the nation was called to mourn the loss of one of her
greatest sons, and the author that of a revered and beloved friend.
1t is, therefore, as a tribute to his memory, that this volume is in-
scribed.,



“Gold is the most precious of all commodities ; gold constitutes treasure,
and he who possesses it has all he needs in this world, as also the means of
rescuing souls from purgatory, and restoring them to the enjoyment of para-
dige.”—(CoLumBus’s letter to the sovereigns, July 7, 1503.)

“ When Simon saw that through laying on of the apostle’s hands the Holy
Ghost was given, he offered them money, saying, ¢ Give me also this power,
that, on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.’ But
Peter said unto him, ‘Thy money perish with thee, because thom hast
thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.’"—(Asts viii.
18-20.)



PREFACE.

Ix giving the present work to the public, in sending it forth
a single champion against a host of opponents, many of whom
are the flower of literary chivalry, the author is aware that its
reception will not be altogether a friendly one; he has, however,
devoted several years of thought and study to the subject which
is now imperfectly treated, and the deeper he has dived into
the secrets of unpublished or forgotten history,the more firm
have become his convictions that some proclamation of the
truth should be made, some protest entered against the further
propagation of a falsehood under the name of history.

If, in his attempt to do this, he should appear too solely to
attach himself to one side of the case, too severely to censure,
and to dwell too particularly on the errors and crimes of his
hero, on the partiality and inaccuracy of historians, let it be
remembered that for three centuries only one side of the case has
been presented, the one landatory of Columbus; that during all
that time nothing has been left unwritten which could excite the
enthusiasm and admiration of the reader in his behalf: histories
have hitherto been written solely to praise him ; the writer ap-
pears, therefore, as the self-constituted counsel for the opposite
side, the vindicator, however inadequate, of the truth of history ;
he would show the injustice which has been done to worthy men
who lived when Columbus lived, whom the latter and his advo-
cates ruthlessly assail, and would prove that what has hitherto
been termed the history of a great man is but a gilded lie, a
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whited sepulchre, fair without, but within- full of rottenness and
dead men’s bones. _

In this attempt he departs widely from the plan of any for-
mer history of the discovery of America ; he treats some subjects
which at the first blush appear irrelevant, or at any rate far-
fetched, in their association with the inscription on the title-page;
vet he feels assured that upon reflection the reader will find no
subject broached which has not a direct bearing on the state-
ments contained in the life of Columbus, the facts revealed, or
the theory which is inevitably deduced from these facts.

‘Works of genius, human greatness, cannot, it would seem, be
too largely or too enthusiastically extolled ; the historian should,
however, bear in mind that justice more than enthusiasm is his
mission : however small a portion of the history of humanity his
work may embrace, however ardently he may be enamored of
his subject, he should see to it that he does not commit injustice
toward any individual, land, race, or age; that he sacrifices no
truth, immolates n@ worthy name to the shrine which he would
honor.

This conception of the higher moral duties of the historian is
too rarcly entertained ; the learning of antiquity is ignored that
the pride of modern times may be inflated, great names of all
ages are unjustly thrust into oblivion or condemned to ignominy,
that some one or more of their contemporaries may be made to
embody all the greatness and virtue which belonged to a gener-
ation. Examples of this will rise innumerable to the mind of
the scholar and thinker.

In many lands, in many races, humanity has risen to the
acme of intelligence, then sunk again into the insignificance of
ignorance and superstition. As centuries have succeeded centu-
ries in the great calendar of time, races and nations in regular
rotation have had their childhood, their manhood, their old age :
their childhood, simple and credulous ; their manhood, vigorous,
and, as far as things of this world can be, perfect ; their old age,
which sinks them into the puerility of childhood without its hope
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and promise ; with sonte, old age has terminated in moral or
actual death and extinction, but as each falls into this sad and
inevitable dotage, another race, youthful and vigorous, springs
up, which must tread the same path, attain substantially the
same perfection, and decline into the same insignificance. Not
without thought did the wise man of the Hebrews declare, when
his race was at the height of its strength and glory, that there is
no new thing under the sun; the hopes, aspirations, emotions,
plans, and projects, which to the youth appear a part of himself
and his generation, individualizing it and him especially, have
all been experienced and projected before him, by his sire,
grand- and great-grandsires ; even so, the science, learning, and
civilization which appear to pretentious modern times especially
to distinguish them, and to prove the law of progression, had
been discovered, achieved, attained by the remote nations of an-
tiquity, in what are termed dark and prehistoric ages.

The injustice done is not altogether willful; the present is
surrounded as with an atmosphere by its great thoughts and
achievements, while in the past these are only represented by
isolated results or obscure traditions : what wonder, then, that the
men of the present should regard the times in which they live,
the age in which their race attains its perfect manhood, as teem-
ing with more thought and brain, throwing greater light, and
nearer grasping perfection, than those gone by, each of which in
its turn looked with like self-gratulation on its own attainments,
and with like misconception and injustice on those of its prede-
cessors {

It is with a conviction of this great fact, with a belief that
there is no new thing under the sun, that races and nations rise
inevitably in turn, and in turn as inevitably fall, that the writer,
while endeavoring to sink the so-called Christopher Columbus to
his just level in the estimation of posterity, and raise to theirs
those of his contemporaries whose fame was sacrificed to create
the fictitious glory with which he has been endowed, also en-
deavors to rehabilitate the memory of past generations whose
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achievements have been ignored or denied for the especial ag-
grandizement of modern times. Hence the chapters on the An-
cients and the Northmen.

The writer may therefore ascribe a twofold object to his
work :

1. To place in its true light the character of a man the
importance of whose connection with the history of America has
been magnified; in whom have been incorporated, at the sac-
rifice of justice and truth, the thoughts, deeds, and glory which
belong in far greater measure to his contemporaries.

2. To enter a protest, however feeble, against the spirit
of the age, which would inéorporate in modern times all the
greatness of past ages, and arrogates to itself the honor of in-
venting or discovering sciences and arts which had been carried
to as great perfection as human intelligence will permit, before
the so-called history of the world began.

With this twofold object in view, seeking ever the guidance
of justice and truth, the author has written the present work.
Its success or failure cannot alter his convictions that the cause
he has espoused is a righteous one, and that it is worthy a far
abler pen than his, not only to rehabilitate those who have been
unjustly contemned, but also to cast down idols which have be-
come the objects of base and ignoble, because blind and unthink-
ing, worship.

AAroN GOODRIOH.
8r, PauL, MinNesora, July 6, 1878,



LIFE OF COLUMBTUS.

CHAPTER 1
ARCHITECTURAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE ANCIENTS.

It has been too much the custom of modern writers to dis-
parage the achievements of the ancients, that they may thereby
magnify the deeds and exploits of those in whose interests they
write; hence we are taught that, in ancicnt times, the facilities

BaaLseoc.

for promulgating knowledge were small, the ideas entertained
of astronomy and the form and size of our planet primitive to
a ridiculous extent ; the ships rude in construction and unable to
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leave the coast ; while many of the phenomena of Nature, which
are now in daily use, were totally unknown. How unjust are
these teachings we will endeavor briefly to expose.

It is universally admitted that one branch of knowledge leads
almost inevitably to another; that the whole vast array of sci-
ences and arts move in a circle, linked hand-in-hand, as it were,
one with another; when, therefore, we find a nation or people
incontestably preéminent in one or more of these, we may, should
their learning and achievements have fallen into oblivion, natu-
rally infer that in other branches they equally excelled.

As the modern traveler visits the fallen cities of Asia, and
pauses amid the ruins of Babylon, Nineveh, Tadmor in the
Desert, grand even in their decay, he can scarce imagine an
ignorant people inhabiting such noble structures, still less plan-
ning and erecting them ; these fallen stones and prostrate col-
umns, in their colossal size and beauty, put to shame the fairest
of our modern architectural monuments. We allow that here the
people of the past were preéminent, we concede them perfection
in the extraordinary, yet deny them the knowledge of even the
ordinary attainments of less civilized nations. Let us, however,
rapidly review their achievements, not only in architecture, of
which living proof exists, but in geography, astronomy, naviga-
tion ; let us study somewhat the facts which have been handed
down to us, obscured by superstitious constructions, metaphori-
cal or poetical language, and that inevitable and too often im-
penetrable veil which the mighty hand of Time casts over all
things ; then, following the laws of cause and effect, let us arrive,
if possible, at a more just appreciation of the mighty nations
that have preceded us.

The earliest architectural monument of which we find any
mention js that of the Tower of Babel ; though, indeed, Josephus,
speaking of the learning and achievements of the sons of Seth,
writes : ¢ They studiously turned their attention to the knowl-
edge of the heavenly bodies and their configurations. And, lest
their science should at any time be lost among men, and what
they had previously acquired should perish, . . . . they erected
two columns, the one of brick and the other of stone, and en-
graved upon each of them their discoveries, so that in case the
brick pillar should be dissolved by the waters, the stone one
might survive to teach men the things engraved upon it, and at

4
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the same time inform them that a brick one had formerly been
also erected by them. It remains even to the present day in the
land of Siriad.”*

This interesting account of the antediluvian Siriadic columns
excepted, the Tower of Babel remains first in the list of the ar-
chitectural efforts of the ancients. The Hebrew tradition has
most probably given us but an erroneous idea of the reasons in-
ductive to the undertaking ; we contend that it is too much the
rule among modern writers upon antiquity, to take for granted
the superstition, and, we may almost so express it, infantile ig-
norance, of what they term the primitive races. Scientific re-
search has proved the world to be far older than biblical history
would lead us to suppose; the so-called primitive races must,
then, have had an earlier origin, and have attained a more ad-
vanced stage of civilization, than is generally accorded them.
tradition tells us that Babel was intended to become a temple
for the worship of Baal, which worship was that of the sun,
moon, stars, light, heat. Astronomy was long a study in the
East ; we have read how, even in an antediluvian period, the
sons of Seth had made and recorded their discoveries, and we
know that the Hindoos were at an early age far advanced in this
science. The flat plains and clear skies of Babylon are admirably
adapted for observatories, and the learned men inhabiting them,
passing their lives in the contemplation of the heavenly bodies,
might easily be supposed to worship these by the unenlightened
masses, who, in their ignorance, might adopt the apparent reli-
gion. We know that to this day the enlightened Persian, the
so-called worshiper of the sun, when accused of such an act, will
reply, not without some contempt for the ignorance of the Chris-
tian, that in paying respect to the Deity he turns toward the
sun, the greatest of his works, but no more thinks of worship-
ing that orb than does the Christian devotee the emblems which
decorate his churches.

If the Tower of Babel was, as we believe, intended for an
astronomical observatory, or gnomen, the confusion which re-
sulted in the abandonment of the enterprise is not difficult to
account for; the most learned men of the land and of the
countries round about must have been assembled to superintend

11t has been said that Josephus here confounds Seth with the Egyptian Pharaoh
Sesostris.
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its erection,’ and what more probable than that these same
learned men, each eager for the adoption of his own peculiar
views, should desire them carried out at the expense of those
of others? Hence disagreement, contests, division, and the final
abandonment of the work ; the diverse languages spoken by the
learned of different countries, which were unintelligible jargon
to the ignorant, might easily have been believed by the masses
to have caused the dispersal, and would account for the tradi-
tional confusion of tongues. The vast pile amid the ruins of
Babylon, called Birs Nimroud, is supposed by many curious an-
tiquarians to be the remains of this once famous tower ; Nimrod,
desiring to embellish the metropolis of his vast empire, is said
to have completed it, raising it to the height of seven hundred
feet.

The great city of Babylon, the oldest and largest of which
we have any account, is itself now but a vast and chaotic heap of
ruins. Herodotus has, however, left us a detailed and vivid de-
seription of its splendors as well as of the greatness of its
sovereigns. Fifty miles square, surrounded by a wall eighty-
seven feet through at the base, and, though three hundred and
fifty feet high, so broad at the summit that four chariots could
drive abreast, one hundred gates of massy brass giving entrance
to it, the first aspect of this city must have been imposing indeed.
“Yet,” writes the Father of History, ¢“its internal magnificence
exceeds whatever-has come within my knowledge.” May we
not echo the sentiment, even at the present stage of advanced
covilization ?  Where shall we now find such a palace as that of
Nebuchadnezzar, six miles in circumference, entered by gates of
wrought brass and adorned with statues of gold and silver? Here
were the hanging-gardens, styled even by the Greeks, that most
refined and artistic nation, one of the wonders of the world; an
artificial mountain four hundred feet high, terraced on all sides;
the tallest trees of the forest grew upon these terraces, fountains
and flowers adorned them ; the massive stone pillars and arches
supporting them were protected from the action of moisture
from the soil by sheetings of lead and zine, the soil was irri-

? In the “Paschal Chronicle,” written in the fourth century, we find the following:
“About the time of the construction of the tower, a certain Indian of the race of
Arphaxad made his appearance, a wise man, and an astronomer, whose name was
Andubarius; and it was he that first instructed the Indians in the science of as-
tronomy.”
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gated by means of hydraulic machinery which drew up water from
the Euphrates. The magnificent Temple of Belus, the Jupiter
Belus of the Greeks, was one of the chief among the superb
buildings of Babylon, and indeed the beauties of that city alone
would occupy more space than our brief chapter will allow ; these
have all disappeared. ‘‘Babylon is fallen. The beauty of the
Chaldees excellency is laid low ;* a few ruined mounds point the
place where once she stood ; the stones of her mighty walls and
superb temples have builded cities which in the days of her glory
were not known; those uncouth mounds have indeed served
somewhat to demonstrate how far more advanced were knowl-

TADMOR.

edge and civilization two thousand years ago than the pride of
modern ages would care to have known. Here were found glass
of exquisite transparency, ornaments of fine earthen-ware, ala-
baster, and marble, and, still greater the discovery, the magnify-
ing-lens, which is called a modern invention.

How many other great ruins might we not name, that silently
testify to the greatness of the past! Baalbec, with its airy col-
umns, so light and graceful against the eastern sky, that the be-
holder cannot realize that they are formed of stones similar to the
huge masses fallen around ; glorious old Thebes, where the silent
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Sphinx has sat for more than four thousand years, and whose
beautiful monuments were conveyed by the greatest of modern
conquerors to adorn the greatest of modern cities ; Tadmor in the
Desert, the far-famed Palmyra of the Greeks and Romans, built
or adorned by the wise man of Israel—the beautiful words of Vol-
ney as he contemplated its ruins may well apply to the many
fallen cities of the East : ¢ Iere once flourished an opulent city ;
here was the seat of a powerful empire. A busy crowd once cir-
culated in these streets now so solitary. Within these walls,
where a mournful silence now reigns, the noise of the arts, the
shouts of joy and festivity, incessantly resounded; these piles of
marble were regular palaces ; these prostrate pillars adorned the
majesty of temples; these ruined galleries surrounded public
places. Here a numerous people assembled for the sacred duties
of religion, or the anxious cares of subsistence ; here Industry,
parent of Enjoyment, collected the riches of all climes; here the
purple of Tyre was exchanged for the precious thread of Serica ;
the soft tissues of Cashmere for the sumptuous tapestry of Lydia ;
the amber of the Baltic for the pearls and perfumes of Arabia ;
the gold of Ophir for the tin of Thule.

% Now naught remains of its vast domination but a doubtful
and empty remembrance! To the tumultuous throng which cir-
culated under these porticoes, has succeeded the solitude of
death. The opulence of a commerecial city is changed to hideous
poverty. The palaces of kings are become a den of wild beasts ;
flocks fold on the area of the temple, and unclean reptiles and
creeping things inhabit the sanctuary of the Most High.”

Thus it is with the glorious cities of the past, thus must it
also be with those of the present; even so shall the traveler yet
meditate in solitude where now are London, Paris, and become
amazed at the vast pile of ruins which was once the great Cathe-
dral of Cologne—Time must annihilate all. With what admira-
tion mingled with awe do we not, then, gaze at the gigantic
structure overlooking the plains of Jizeh (Gish)! Here Time has
been powerless, during four thousand years, to destroy, and the
Great Pyramid has been preserved through all these ages, per-
haps to teach us the great moral lesson of our own insignifi-
cance, and that what we term progress may sometimes be retro-
gression.

For centurics it was believed that the Great Pyramid, like
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many of the other more modern pyramidal structures which are
found in the valley of the Nile, was destined as a place of sepul-
ture for Egyptian kings, but the curious researches of many
learned men in this century have opened a wider and far more
interesting field for the antiquarian, and have demonstrated that
this vast monument was raised to be an eternal standard for
weights and measures, also for an astronomical observatory; so
perfectly are the statements made, in support of this theory, in
accordance with the measurement of the pyramid, that it is im-
possible to regard as accidental such wonderful concurrence.
That the Great Pyramid was not intended for a receptacle of
the dead is evident from various facts, the foremost of which is
that no hieroglyphics or inscriptions are found within or without.
It is well known that the Egyptians never entombed their dead
without some such inscription being placed on the monument.
When the Great Pyramid was in its original state, that is to
say, when each of the angular sides, rising from a perfect rec-
tangular base, and joining in a perfect point at the summit, was
covered with polished beveled casing-stones, it presented a per-
fect geometrical figure, its height being to twice its base as the
diameter of a circle to its circumference. This assertion, first
made by Mr. John Taylor in his remarkable work on the pyra-
mid, has since been confirmed by the learned research of Prof.
Piazzi Smyth, Royal Astronomer of Scotland; it was contra-
dicted by many professed antiquarians and Egyptologists, who,
in their measurement of the base of the pyramid, had failed to
make allowance for the heap of rubbish which has accumulated
on the rocky platform upon which it is built, as also to ascertain
with any certainty how far the marble casing which once cov-
ered the pyramid extended beyond its present limits; these diffi-
culties were finally removed by the finding of the sockets cut in
the solid rock base, wherein the corner-stones of the pyramid
were set, and the important discovery, by Colonel Howard Vyse,
of two of the white marble casing-stones, in sitw, a discovery
which, besides enabling the pyramid to be measured correctly, also
permits us to form some idea of its external appearance in its pris-
tine perfection—smooth, polished marble “shining resplendent
afar” in a sloping plane, the workmanship as exquisite as that of
an optician, the joints so fine as to be almost imperceptible to the
close obaerve‘;, and this with stones nearly five feet high, eight
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feet broad, and twelve feet long; the cement joining these two
stones is as firm and solid as it was four thousand years ago.
Portions of other casing-stones have been found, efforts to sun-
der which at the joints have resulted in the breaking of the mar- -
ble itself, without accomplishing the object.

Since the above discoveries, every attempt to measure the
pyramid has served to bring a nearer result, to prove the per-
fection of the plan; and, if there are yet some fractional differ-
ences, learned geometricians avow that the more perfect their
means of measurements, the more perfect the result shows the
form of the pyramid to be.® The self-conceit of the modern
man of science must receive a slight shock when he is forced to
admit that the facilities for making perfect measurements were
greater four thousand years ago than at the present day. When
the French academicians visited Egypt in 1799, they found, much
to their astonishment and admiration, that the orientation of the
pyramid (the correspondence of its four corners with the four
cardinal points) was exact within a fraction, and nearer ap-
proaching exactness than any modern orientation ; and it hassince
been found that the fractional difference they noted diminishes
as greater perfection of calculation is employed, and would per-
haps totally disappear should modern science be able to dis-
cover the means employed by the builders of the pyramid to fix

2 Prof. Smyth, perhaps the most learned of modern writers on the subject,
says: “Modern theoretical science no doubt both can compute and actually has com-
puted the proportion to a far greater degree of closeness, to three hundred places of
decimals, for instance; but modern science is unfortunately very unequal. Some
theoretical points are pursued to an excessive extent, past all visible use, while the
application of others to Nature and art is left in a sadly crude condition; and with
regard to realizing the proportion now spoken of in a building, the moderns have
never reached any thing at all equal to the accuracy of the Great Pyramid. . . .
In their measurement of the pyramid, the moderns have had an advantage over
the primeval builders of it; and how have they come off in the trial? Why, it has
been shown that the exactness of the pyramid has improved under every advance
of exactness in the measures applied to it; and whether the differences of modern
measures, in their first stage of coarseness, differed from each other by several degrees
or subsequently by several minutes, and latterly by a few scconds only, the pyramid
itself was ever found in the mean position among them, like the bull’s eye in the
centre of a target, though the bullet-holes of bad shooters might be found more fre-
quently at all points of its circumference ; and whose marks, therefore, seen by them-
selves, would give subsequent visitors exceeding trouble in concluding precisely what
the marksmen had been firing at.”—(Prof. SxyTa, *“ Our Inheritance in the Great
Pyramid,” chap. ii., p. 25.)
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orientation. The fractional inexactness which occurs in meas-
urements may also be the result of the different standards of
measure employed at the present day from those of the Egyp-
tians four thousand years ago, which appear to have been much
more minute. Prof. Smyth, after a succession of ingenious
calculations, declares that the standard measure employed at the
building of the Great Pyramid was an inch, this pyramidal inch
being yyy34v59 part of the earth’s axis of rotation, and within
one-thousandth part the same as the present English inch.
Should this wonderful assertion be correct, and to us there ap-
pears no reason to doubt its exactness, what a perfect standard
of measurement is here handed down to us, and with what ad-
vantage might it not- be adopted! It is superior even to the
French metre, which is declared to be 1433%yoy of the quadrant
of the earth’s meridian, science having shown that much varia-
tion may exist in the shape of that meridian, but fixing the unit
measure by the earth’s axis at once gives us a perfect and invari-
able standard.

The Great Pyramid, then, considered in its external phase,
after its completion, presented an exact geometrical solid figure,
(about seven hundred and sixty feet broad at the base, and in
vertical height about five hundred feet), perfect in orientation,
perfect in workmanship, polished and smooth as glass; thus it
stood for three thousand years, a sealed and wondrous mystery
to the beholder, exciting in the ardent imagination of the East
visions of unheard-of wealth, secrets, spells long forgotten, con-
cealed within its walls; yet its silent majesty was long respected,
perhaps because a subterranean entrance or descending passage
which existed in this as in other pyramids, was considered in
early ages as the only entrance, and prevented curiosity from
sooner beginning the work of destruction, which has, alas! in
modern times advanced only too rapidly.

In 820 a. p. the Caliph Al-Mamoun, his cupidity excited by
the legends aforesaid of hidden treasures, determined to enter
the pyramid ; the subterranean entrance was now totally con-
cealed by sand ; the workmen of the caliph therefore began ruth-
lessly to quarry into the polished marble surface of the north side.
Long and laborious was the task ; at last, aided by the sound of
a falling stone, they reached a narrow passage, the primitive
subterranean one through which the Romans and others had
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penetrated downward into the building ; but the stone which had
fallen, once a part of the polished ceiling of this passage, revealed
by its fall another, ascending instead of descending; a portcullis
of stone, which, though evidently intended to be raised, was too
heavy for the present workers to move, obstructed their advance;
round it they therefore quarried an entrance into the passage ;
thus unexpectedly revealed, this led them to what is now termed
the Grand Gallery, which ascends at an angle of 26°, and is one
hundred and fifty feet long, twenty-eight feet high, built of hard,
polished cyclopean stone ; from this gallery the eager seekers for
treasure, believing they had now reached the goal, emerged into
the final chamber, which was thirty-four feet long, seventeen
broad, and nineteen high, built of polished granite so exqui-
sitely finished and cemented that the joints could hardly be per-
ceived on the closest inspection; yet the blocks thus finished
were so large that eight roofed the apartment, eight floored it,
eight flagged the ends, and sixteen the sides; but beauty and
symmetry were alike lost upon the eager horde that first broke the
solitude and silence which for thousands of years had reigned in
this mystic recess : they had hoped to find treasures untold with-
in its walls, and it contained nothing save an empty stone coffer
without a lid! They abandoned the chamber in disgust.

The work of destruction on the outside of the pyramid com-
menced two hundred years later; the exquisite marble casing-
stones and much of the solid masonry were carried away, and
served to build many edifices in the city of Cairo. The vast
pyramid, though desecrated and shorn of all its pristine beauty,
still remains a mystery, reminding the traveler that ¢ Time sad-
ly overcometh all things and is now dominant, and sitteth on a
Sphinx, and looketh into Memphis and old Thebes, while her
sister Oblivion reclineth semi-somnorous on a pyramid, gloriously
triumphing, making puzzles of Titanian erections, and turning
old glories into dreams. History sinketh beneath her cloud.
The traveler, as he passeth amazedly through these deserts, ask-
eth of her who hath builded them, and she mumbleth some-
thing, but what it is he heareth not.” *

In latter days those who visited the Great Pyramid, the
King’s or Porphyry Chamber, the empty coffer, began to con-

4 “Remarks on Mummies,” Sir Thomas Browne : Wilkins's edition.
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sider more deeply into the matter. True it had long been ac-
cepted as a fact that the pyramid was built to receive the care-
fully-embalmed body of some great Egyptian king; but if so,
w!ly was the coffer (the only object in the chamber) empty,
without inscription? Why was the chamber ventilated by ad-
mirably-constructed air-holes, which demonstrated the intention
of the builders that it should be visited with impunity ¢ These
questions, indeed, remained unanswered. The riddle was un-
solved till, within the last twenty years, a school of men arose,

Pras or Gisn.

represented indeed but by the smallest numbers, who assert that
the Great Pyramid was built for the noble purpose of preserving
an unalterable standard for weights and measures. Very curious
have been the results of the investigations which ensued; we
can, however, but briefly mention a few.

It was found that the English measure for wheat, called a
quarter, was exactly one-fourth of the cubic contents of the cof-
fer. The chamber is exquisitely constructed to further physical
experiments ; protected on all sides from heat and cold by one
hundred and eighty feet of solid masonry, the temperature
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would be invariably 68° Fahr., or 20° Centigrade, being one-
fifth of the distance between the freezing and boiling points of
water. The temperature of the country, we know, has not
changed, the vegetation being the same as that described by
Herodotus. The porphyry coffer is hewn out of one solid rock,
so that when struck it gives forth a bell-like sound. Here, then,
the standard measure of capacity may become a standard meas-
ure of weight; the filtered water of the Nile, drawn up from a
reservoir in this cool, invariable temperature, would serve the
purpose, as does distilled water at the present day ; the standard
measure of capacity would therefore be the interior of the coffer,
and the standard measure of weight the weight of its contents
in water at a temperature of 20°, the coffer at the same time
typifying the earth’s mean density with great exactness. We
have already spoken of the measure of length, the inch, as if to
confirm our belief that this was the standard. Over the last
door that leads to the king’s chamber are five lines, drawn par-
allel; these present the pyramidal cubit, each cubit fifty inches,
each inch yyy.5dv5ov Of the earth’s axis of rotation.

Nor is the measurement of time forgotten. The three years
of three hundred and sixty-five days, and our leap-year of three
hundred and sixty-six, the twelve months of the year, the seven
days of the week, are all typified, not in figures or hieroglyphics,
but by the simple overlapping or grooving of the polished stones
in the gallery, antechamber, and king’s chamber. If all this be
accidental coincidence, then verily is accident more wonderful
than forethought! Further proofs are not wanting in support
of this theory. The ancient Saxon chaldron, a measure for
wheat, whence the English are said to derive their quarter
(which represents one-fourth of the contents of the chaldron)
bears strong resemblance in dimensions to the pyramidal coffer,
and may very possibly have been transmitted from that source.
The tradition that the coffer was destined for some such purpose
as the one we ascribe to it, is evidently prevalent in the East.
Hekekyan Bey, of Constantinople, writes of this chest: ¢ De-
posited by the Aryans in the sanctuary of the first pyramid, as
a record of their standard metric system.”

The vast functions of the pyramid were evidently still more
numerous. The sun’s rays, obstructed by its sides and apex, cast
shadows on the sandy plain, which, as they wax and wane, indi-
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cate the hours of the day. The plain of Gish formed one great
dial, superior to the small metallic one proportionately to its size;
here the heavenly bodies record their own history, and lay down
their own charts. Astronomy, indeed, played no small part in
the building of the pyramid ; through the long inclined passage
the north-star was seen in 1817 at the period of its culmination,
a fact which excited great interest, and led to the inference that
the polar star occupied the same position when the pyramid was
built : calculations were made, and it was found that, though the
present polar star could not have been visible, owing to the pre-
cession of equinoxes, the star @ Draconis, which must have been
the polar star four thousand years ago, would have occupied the
same position. The builders of the pyramid appear, therefore,
not only to have fixed its orientation from this observation of the
star, but to have intended the passage itself to be an observatory
wlence accurate astronomical calculations could be made; we
need not add that they must have been learned in astronomy to
base such practical operations upon that science.

Here, then, we have the standard measurement of weight, ca-
pacity, length, time, the practical uses of astronomy, and wonder-
ful facilities for making observations and correct caleunlations
in that science, all preserved in one building four thousand
years ago, by a people who, to arrive at such wonderful accuracy
of result, must have long been versed and preéminent in all scien-
tific knowledge (for we cannot bring ourselves to believe in the
sudden divine revelation of this knowledge which reason tells
us can only be acquired by, and was only intended by the Om-
nipotent to reward, the thought, wisdom, and patient industry
of generations). ¢ Wise in all the learning of the Egyptians,”
was an expression in the days of Moses and of Solomon; we
to-day find that we are not wise in all the learning of the Egyp-
tians, that our knowledge is often infinitely inferior to theirs,
that we are unable even justly to measure and calculate their
work. Can we believe that the scientific results and coinci-
dences we have recorded are accidental? Or, admitting they
were planned, that a polished people like the Egyptians would
have expended such vast labor, research, and learning, to fashion
a tomb or sarcophagus for some real or unborn personf We
answer: No! the Great Pyramid was never intended for such a
purpose ; an ignorant people was incapable of planning it, and a
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learned people superior to the task of rearing it for any other
than national objects.

Could the builders of this proud monument of a nation’s
glory have looked with prophetic eye, down the dark vista of
time, to that fearful day that witnessed the destruction of the
Alexandrian Library—beheld the genius of unnumbered ages con-
signed to the flames—above all, had they foreseen that an igno-
rant people should arise and fill the earth, who in affected wis-
dom, pointing to this august structure of other days, should at-
tribute to its founders objects or motives incompatible with
true greatness, their efforts migbt have ceased, their arms have
been paralyzed.

Long might we linger, did space permit, among the architect-
ural monuments of Egypt, her temples, obelisks, sphinxes, and
colossal statues—volumes could not exhaust the subject ; but we
must leave this land of mystery, and leaving it we arrive nat-
urally at its offspring, Greece. Cadmus and Moses left Egypt
nearly simultaneously,’ the one migrating to Greece, the other to
Judea; the former introduced into his new country much of the
learnmg and many of the customs of the father-land.

The three orders of architecture, Doric, Ionic, and Corin-
thian, are generally declared of Grecian birth ; the first two must,
however, be excepted, for the Doric column bears strong evi-
dences of Egyptian extraction, and an lonic column was found
amid the ruins of Nineveh, others on the banks of the Tigris ; so
that this order is proved to be of Asiatic origin. Another style,
gaid to be invented by the Greeks to perpetuate the humiliation

& Diodorus Siculus who wrote in the first century B. C., gives the following account
of and reasons for the Exodus of Cadmus and Moses : “ There having arigen in former
days a pestiferous disease in Egypt, the multitude attributed the cause of the evil to
the Deity; for a very great concourse of foreigners of every nation then dwelt in
Egypt, who were addicted to strange rites in their worship and sacrifices : whence
the natives of the land inferred that, unless they removed them, there would never be
an end to their distresses. They immediately, therefore, expelled these foreigners;
the most illustrious and able of whom passed over in a body (as some say) into
Greece and other places, under the conduct of celebrated leaders, of whom the most
renowned were Danaus and Cadmus. But a large body of the people went forth
into the country which is now called Judes, situated not far distant from Egypt,
being altogether desert in those times. The leader of this colony was Moses, a man
very remarkable for his great wisdom and valor. When he had taken possession of

" the land, among other cities he founded that which is called Jerusalem, which is now
the most celebrated.”—(Drop., lib. xl.)
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of some of their captives, the caryatid, or supporting figure, tak-
ing the place of a column, is also found in several Egyptian
temples ; the only order, therefore, of pure Greek extraction is
the Corinthian. _

The Pandroseum, with its caryatids ; the ancient Temple of
Corinth ; the Sysipheum, which Strabo speaks of as in ruips ; the
magnificent Temple of Minerva at Athens, the oldest Grecian
edifice, perhaps, whose remains permit us to form an adequate
idea of the grandeur and beauty of the perfect whole—these and
many others, amid the picturesque mountains and valleys of
Greece, recall to us the days of her glory, when Phidias, Scopas,
and Praxitcles, wrought their exquieite handiwork, when all
that was noble, learned, and beautiful, was found within her
shores. Few will be the readers who are not familiar with the
names, at least, of her monuments, and, thanks to her exquisite
works of art, which are yet unrivaled, as also to the rich inheri-
tance of literature and science she has handed down to us, the
civilization of this country is not often questioned.

Greece in turn bequeathed civilization to Rome, which is also
rich in monuments, better known and more modern than those
of the former; what need to dwell on the grandeur of the Coli-
seum, the Pantheon, the glorious Column of Trajan, the Arches
of Titus and Constantine, or to describe the remnants of palaces
and temples, the ruins of the Forum, the Capitol, amid which
Gibbon resolved to write his “Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire?” These are so often depicted with pen and pencil as to
be familiar to nearly all.

These two lands, Greece and Italy, contain the greater part
of ancient architecture to be found in Europe. Other countries,
indeed, possess scattered and isolated fragments, but to find an
accumulation of ruins which denote the existence of a civilized
people ages ago, we must traverse the ocean; to find remnants
of cities that were old when Greece was in its infancy, we must
come to the New WorLp! The reader will here imagine, no doubt,
that allusion is made to the Aztec civilization of Mexico, which
Prescott depicts in such glowing colors; but, while admiring the
research and perseverance displayed by that eloquent writer, we
regret that the  authorities” which he quotes, and which would be
~ beyond refutation had the stories of the Spanish Conquest deserved
the name of history, were in reality but one mass of fiction, owing
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to the despotic empire exercised by the Church and its desire to
make all redound to its glory, as also to the self-glorification of the
chief actors in the scene, who were their own historians, and not
unwilling to play the part of conquerors of a civilized and war-
like nation. The Spaniards, at the time of the Mexican Con-
quest, had but just emerged from their wars with the Moors or
Arabs, a people who had inherited from the East art, wealth, and
learning, as well as a poetic and fiery imagination, and a taste for
gorgeous display ; who had enriched Spain beyond measure, built
the Alhambra and embellished Granada, and who in most arts
and scicnces were superior to their conquerors. The adventurers

Rumns v CENTRAL AMRRIOA.

who reached Mexico were not willing to assume a secondary posi-
tion to the heroes of the Moorish wars, they therefore depicted the
primitive Indian of the forest in colors of Oriental splendor, and
magnified their own exploits to the greatness of those of the Cid.

No blame attaches to Mr. Prescott, who, resting in good faith
upon a ‘“ weight of authority ” which is in reality but a fiction,
the work of fraud, bigotry, and vain ambition, transmits to us
those splendid fables. That they are fables there can be little
doubt ; no vestiges of past grandeur appear in those places where
the splendid towns described by Cortez and his contemporaries
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are said to have been situated, and where towns of the same
name still stand ; no remains of stately palaces, basins carved in
solid rock, gardens, and strong walls, are to be found on the site
of the fabulous city of Tezcuco; had these wonders existed there
must surely have remained some traces ; even had the stones been
taken to build the present town, they would still be recognizable,
but this is built of adobe or dried mud-bricks, and there are no signs
of its ever having been otherwise; so with Mexico, so with Ta-
caba. Furthermore, the Indian of the present day does not rec-
ognize or appear to have any knowledge of the ancient ruins in
Central America ; it is well known that the traditional history
of the Indian is handed down with almost as much accuracy as

Ruixs IN CENTRAL AMERICA.

our own written records, and descends unvaried from father to
son ; if, therefore, their race had ever reached any thing like the
civilization attributed to the Aztecs, some remembrance of its
past glories would still be preserved among its descendants.

The fine carving of the ruins in Yucatan and elsewhere in
Central America appears to have been executed in the same
manner a8 in Egypt; the tools used in the latter country were,
we know, of bronze or copper, hardened by some process un-
known to our time ; the arrow-heads and hatchets of the Indians
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were of sharpened stone or flint. Is it likely that their race could
once have possessed the art of forging and hardening metals to
such perfection as the workmanship on the ruins in question de-
notes, and then become totally ignorant of that art{ These ruins
appear, indeed, throughout, of Egyptian, Pheenician, or perhaps
Asiatic origin, and show signs of great wealth having been
expended upon them. Some of the cities are declared to be as
large as Thebes. We find among them the Egyptian square
column with its carved hieroglyphics. All the ornaments, im-
ages, and vessels which have been found, bear the unmistakable
Egyptian type, notably the statue found at Palenque, which is
inscribed in hieroglyphics at the base, and holds in its hand an
indented ornament, supposed by some to be the mural crown of
the Pheenician Hercules. The statues and carvings are all color-
ed. TFine specimens of painting are found, showing this unknown
people to have been further advanced in this art than in that of
sculpture. The flesh-tints are of that peculiar red-brown which the
Egyptians always used. Another notable Egyptian feature is the
pyramidal form of building. True, the Mexican pyramids are
truncated, bearing on their summits palaces or temples, neverthe-
less, this peculiar style of architecture is common to Egypt and
Central America. The pyramid at Copan is almost equal in size
at the base to the Great Pyramid, though less perfect in propor-
tion and workmanship; that on which stands the palace at Pa-
lenque even bears traces of having been covered with polished
stones similar to the casing-stones of the Great Pyramid. The
pyramidal gate-ways of Egypt also appear to have existed in
America. Specimens are found at Copan. The serpent, which
is carved on the tomb of Pharaoh Necho, and which is one of the
chief emblems of the Egyptians, forms one of the principal feat-
ures of adornment in the Nuns’ Hall at Uxmal. A copper coin
" found at Palenque was impressed with the same emblem.

The Spaniards, finding a square stone or altar, on which
were beautifully-carved figures of warriors leading captives by
the hair, immediately declared this to be a representation of
human sacrifice, and termed the altar ¢ the sacrificial stone,” as
having been consecrated to this loathsome rite. We believe, how-
ever, that the Spaniards, themselves under the power of priest-
craft, were too ready to give every emblem, statue, or hiero-
glyphic, a religious meaning, and were too apt to interpret that
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meaning to the detriment of the unfortunate Aztecs. The latter
were probably as innocent of the crime of human sacrifice as they
were of having erected the stone in question, which is a remnant
of the. long-extinguished race that first peopled America, raised
by them, no doubt, to commemorate their victories. Kenrick de-
scribes a similar stone as existing in one of the temples of the Up-
per Nile, on which appears a king “ holding a number of captives
by the hair, who stretch their hands out toward him in an attitude
of supplication, while he threatens to strike them with a hatchet.” ¢

‘We might multiply, ad ¢nfinitum, the points of resemblance
between the ancient ruins of America and those of Egypt, a re-
semblance which can scarcely be considered accidental, as it com-
prises the history of the habits, customs, and worship of a people.
This resemblance we can record as an incontestable fact, but dis-
coveries have hitherto been too limited to admit of any thing
but surmise in accounting for it. The ruins in America are in a
more advanced state of decay than those of Egypt—shall we
therefore believe that here was the parent race, the birthplace of
Egyptian art? that the Asiatic nation which gave civilization
to Egypt had previously spread itself eastward to this conti-
nent ¢’ or shall we rather believe that the Phamnicians, when
they flourished at Tartessus or Tarshish (the present Cadiz), trad-
ing with, perhaps colonizing, the British Islands, extended their
voyages as far as America, and colonized the latter, whose ancient
monuments mark the decadence of Egyptian art ¢

Be this as it may, the Spaniards in 1492, the Northmen five
hundred years previously, were not the first to establish a con-
necting link between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres ;
thousands of years before their time, a people had risen, in what
is now termed the New World, to a civilization similar if not
equal to that of Egypt. This civilization flourished evidently dur-
ing many hundred years, as the many inland cities of which re-
mains are visible testify. These must have taken centuries to ar-
rive at such dimensions, and prove that inland home commerce
existed, sufficient for the support of millions. This, then, was no
sea-coast colony of rapid growth and extinction, but a nation that

¢ Kenrick, vol. i., p. 8.

" In our own day Japanese junks have drifted uucontrolled from the shores of that
ssland to those of Alaska and California. Some such accident may bave revealed to
the Asiatics the so-called New World, thousands of years ago.
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slowly and steadily increased in numbers and wealth, how many
thousand years ago we know not; but this we know, that trees
more than a thousand years old have been found growing on the
ruins in Central America, which could only have commenced
growth many years after the buildings had fallen into decay.
How this people became extinct is yet a mystery. Was it
some internal war{ some fell disease or black death? or, more

TouB orF SESOSTRIS,

likely, did savage tribes overcome and destroy them, as barba-
rism seems ever to destroy civilization # These are questions yet
unanswered. Future discoveries, perhaps, of other ruins,in a bet-
ter state of preservation, may throw greater light on the subject.
All we are able now to do is, to travel amazedly through these
ruins. Here, indeed, History, to our eager query, “ Who hath
builded them ¢” mumbleth something, but what it is we hear not.



CHAPTER II.

ASTRONOMY, GEOGRAPHY, NAVIGATION, LEARNING, AMONG THE
ANCIENTS.

As well might we attempt to determine the antiquity of intel-
lectual man as to fix the age of astronomy. That it is almost
coeval with humanity we may, however, reasonably infer, for it is
not curiosity, or even a love of science, but the dictates of ne-
cessity which impel us to its study: by it the seasons are deter-
mined, the proper dates fixed for civil and religious affairs, the
favorable periods for voyages on the vast ocean ascertained.
Without it there would be no possibility of fixed rules and regu-
lations; thus is astronomy indispensable to agriculture, politics,
and religion. In tracing back its history, the most we can do is,
to observe the ancient landmarks, and note the early fragments
which have come down to us bearing upon the subject. These are
sufficient to show that at a very early age mankind had reached
such proficiency in that science as to render it probable that
their knowledge was as complete as that of the present day.

The Hebrew historian claims for his people the honor of
having first studied the heavens; but the Hindoos, according to
their own record, are the most ancient astronomers of whom we
have knowledge. They computed eclipses 3102 years B. c.,and, as
their calculations at this early period represent the state of the
heavens with astonishing accuracy, and appear upon examination
to be even more correct than those they subsequently made, it is
evident they were the result of actual observation. It was the
Hindoos who for greater facility of calculation invented the ten
numeral figures which the Arabs introduced into Spain, and
which have now superseded the old Roman method of comput-
ing by means of the letters of the alphabet.
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India, then, as far as we can trace back, appears to have been
the cradle of astronomy. She spread her knowledge eastward
to China and Japan, westward to Chaldea and Egypt, who in turn
bequeathed it to Pheenicia and Greece. Learned men of these
lands appear to have determined the motion and volume of the
stars, the constellations were named in writings both sacred and
profane, the signs of the zodiac fixed many centuries anterior to
our era. One of the learned men of our day, who for forty years
labored to decipher the hieroglyphics of the ancients, found upon
a coffin or Egyptian mummy-case (now in the British Museum) a
delineation of the signs of the zodiac and the position of the
planets; the date to which they pointed was the autumnal equi-
nox of the year 1722 B. 0. Prof. Mitchell, to whom the fact
was communicated, employed his assistants to ascertain the ex-
act position of the heavenly bodies belonging to our solar sys-
tem on the equinox of that year. This was done, and a diagram
furnished by parties ignorant of his object, which showed that
on the 7th of October, 1722 B. 0., the moon and planets occupied
the exact points in the heavens marked upon the coffin in the
British Museum.

The Egyptians had, we have already shown, a most perfect
knowledge of astronomy, and applied that science to such practi-
cal uses that a knowledge of it must have been common to all.
Mathematics and geometry are said to have had their birth with
them. Diodorus writes :

¢ They pay great attention to geometry and arithmetic. For
the river, changing the appearance of the country very materially
every year, causes many and various discussions among neighbor-
ing proprietors, about the extent of their property ; and it would
be difficult for any person to decide upon their claims without
geometrical proof founded on actual observation; of arithmetic
they have also frequent use, both in their domestic economy and
in the application of geometrical theorems, besides its utility in
the cultivation of astronomical studies ; for the orders and mo-
tions of the stars are observed at least as industriously by the
Egyptians as by any other people whatever; and they keep a
record of the motions of each for an incredible number of years,
the study of this science having been, from the remotest times,
an object of national ambition with them.

“They have also most punctually observed the motions,
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periods, and actions of the planets. . . . and not uncommonly
predict the failure of crops, or an abundance, and the occurrence
of epidemic- diseases among men and beasts; foreseeing also
earthquakes and floods, the appearance of comets, and a variety
of other things which appear impossible to the multitude.”

The most ancient astronomer of Greece, Thales, acquired
much of his great learning in Egypt. Six hundred years before
Christ he computed the diameter of the sun, and is said to have
predicted that memorable eclipse which on the 30th of Septem-
ber, 610 B. c., stayed the effusion of blood and caused an armis-
tice between the Medes and Libyans. Pythagoras, one of his
disciples, taught the principles of our solar system, also that the
moon reflected the sun’s rays, and described accurately the na-
ture of comets. He is said to have been the first to observe that
Venus is alternately the evening and the morning star. Eratos-
thenes measured the diameter of the earth, 200 . c., by an arc
of the meridian, which is the means now employed. Epicurus
speaks incidentally as a matter of course, of * the world turning
as it does round the axis of the heavens, and that too with sur-
prising rapidity.” DBut the work of the ancients which may be
called the most complete that has come down to us is that of
Claudius Ptolemy, well named the Prince of Astronomers. In
the second century of our era he wrote at Alexandria his ad-
mirable works. He determined the latitude and longitude of
more than four thousand places, and gives the history of ancient
astronomy, with an elaborate list of the stars as known to him
and older astronomeérs. The term ¢ colossal,” given by the
great Humboldt to the work of Ptolemy on geography, applies as
well to his astronomical labors. Beroseus® repeats the follow- -
ing Babylonian tradition, which, whatever may bLe thought of it
as a theory, shows what study and calculation were expended by
the ancients on these matters: he maintains that all terrestrial
things will be consumed when the planets which now are trav-
ersing their different courses shall all coincide in the sign of
Cancer, and be so placed that a straight line could pass directly
through all their orbs; but the inundation will take place when
the same conjunction shall occur in Capricorn. In the first is

8 Beroseus, or Berosus, lived in the fourth century B. c., and was the contempo-
rary of Alexander the Great. His works are quoted by Josephus, by Alexander Poly-

histor, who wrote in the second century B, c., by Eusebius, and others.
8
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the summer, in the last the winter of the year. The great year
of Aristotle is that in which the planets, in completing their
course, return to the sign from which they originally started to-
gether when God set them in motion ; in the winter of this year
comes the deluge, its summer brings the conflagration of the
world. This periodical revolution or conjunction is fixed by
Orpheus at one hundred and twenty thousand years, and by
Copandras at one hundred and thirty-six thousand. Other
writers contend that the heavenly bodies shall no more coincide
in their original positions.

No science seems to have been held by the ancients in such
veneration as the noble one which lifts men above the petty
strife and turmoil of the world, causing them to contemplate the
immense expanse of the heavens and numberless stars. Among
all the splendors of the Persian Chosroes, the most magnificent
was perhaps a dome supported by a forest of forty thousand col-
umns, which was adorned with one thousand globes of gold, imi-
tating the motions of the planets and constellations of the zodiac :

“'I'was thus he taught the fabric of the spheres,
The changeful moon, the circuit of the stars,
. The golden zones of heaven.”

Many of the proudest achievements of the ancients, both in art
and letters, have been lost, mutilated, or so falsified that it is
difficult to form a just idea of the original. Notwithstanding
these disadvantages under which they must labor, enough re-
mains to prove that they had arrived at many just conclusions
touching astronomy, and the form and size of our planet, so that,
from the days of Nimrod to our own, the ignorant only can
have believed the earth to be other than spherical, the ridicu-
lous story touching Columbus and the sages of Salamanca to the
contrary notwithstanding. If this knowledge was attained with-
out the aids of which we boast, their achievements should be re-
garded as more wonderful than ours. It may, however, be as well
to conclude that, as in all ages human nature has under the
same circumstances been about the same, an equal amount of
learning, thought, and similar instruments, have ever been em-
ployed; in short, that there is no new thing under the sun, and
that ¢ wisdom shall not die with us.” *

9 It is generally believed that Galileo was persecuted by the Church, and tortured
‘by the Inquisition, on account of discoveries made by him in astronomy. In this be-
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The attainments of the ancients in astronomy are less often
contested than their knowledge of geography, in which they are
represented as decidedly deficient ; nevertheless, with the aid of
those fragments of their writings which have come down to us,
we are able in great measure to refute the charge. Certainly in-
terest and enterprise were as nearly connected and as great as at
the present day. The huge ships propelled by sails, with hun-
dreds of oarsmen to take the place of the latter during calms or
adverse winds, guided by the magnetic needle (their knowledge
of which we shall presently prove), afforded even greater advan-
tages than modern sailing-ships. Pharaoh Necho sent out a for-
midable exploring expedition, about 600 B. c., manned by Phee-
nicians, which, descending the Red Sea and circumnavigating
Africa, reached the Pillars of Hercules in the third year and re-
turned to Egypt by the Mediterranean, thus performing at that
early period the voyage, in an inverse direction, for which Vasco
de Gama, two thousand years later, became so renowned, with
the additional navigation of the Mediterranean and Red Seas.
Herodotus is disposed to discredit the accounts of this voyage,
for the best reason that could well be given to establish their
veracity : that is, he writes that the Pheenicians asserted that
during a portion of their voyage the sun was in the north.

A gentleman of our day, who, after seven years’ study, travel,
and observation, finds the sources of the Nile to be the several
lakes mentioned by Ptolemy, and corresponding in number, form,
gize, and location, with the description of the latter, is thought
worthy of knighthood, and hailed with triumph by his learned
brethren. If these honors are to be paid to one who hassufficient-
ly informed himself to enable him to indorse the correctness of

lief we do not fully concur. Books much older than Galileo were then preserved at
Rome and Pisa, containing those very theories for which it is alleged this Pisan was
persecuted ; these records have come down to our time, It is8 more just and reason-
able to suppose that he and his books were condemned by the Inquisition on account
of an attack made upon that body in the preface of a book for the publication cf
which he had obtained a license from the holy office, as is alleged, by deception or
falsehood. Would the Church destroy bis book for affirming that the earth revolved
round the sun in little more than three hundred and sixty-five days, while carefully
preserving the writings of the ancients in which they proclaim the same doctrines ?
We would not here defend the Inquisition, or justify the tyranny of the Church; yet,
let it be remembered that Pope Urban VIII. granted an annual pension of one hun-
dred crowns for the support of Galileo in the evening of his days, and one of sixty
crowns to his son.
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Ptolemy, what honors should we not pay to the memory of the
great geographer of seventeen hundred years ago %

The question, however, touching the geographical knowledge
of the ancients which most interests us in the present work is :
Were- they or were they not ignorant of the existence of the
Western Hemisphere ¢ Without reverting to what we have said
in the preceding chapter touching the resemblance between the
ruins of Central America and of Egypt, in accounting for which
we can only have recourse to hypothesis, we may rest upon a sure
foundation our belief that they were not. Although most writers
on the discovery of America, and extravagant eulogists of Co-
lumbus, affect either utterly to ignore, or to regard as fables, the
allusions in ancient writings to a land which can be no other than
that which we now call the New World, those who assisted Co-
lumbus in his undertaking and instructed him in the course he
was to pursue, were actuated and inspired mainly by these allu-
sions. Columbus himself, seeking to give a learned air to his
enterprise, and to draw attention from the real source whence he
derived his knowledge, dwells largely upon these ancient frag-
ments, as does also his son.’

We will not multiply quotations, but will content ourse]ves
with the following from Plato, which so accurately describes the
gituation of America that the reader must indeed be obstinate
who will not believe that he described a country which had been
known, and did not marvelously imagine one which should coin-
cide so well with the situation of the real continent :

« That sea” (the Atlantic) “ was then navigable, and had an isl-
and fronting that mouth which you in your tongue call the Pillars
of Hercules....and there was a passage hence to the rest of
the islands, as well as from these islands to the whole opposite
continent that surrounds that real sea . . . . the Atlantic Isl-
and itself was plunged beneath the sea, and entlrely disappeared ;
whence even now that sea is neither navigable nor to be traced
out, being blocked up by the great depth of mud which the sub-
siding island produced »u

We -cannot conceive, when we observe the character of the
writings of Plato, that he could have any object in deceiving or
misleading hisreaders. A disciple of the sublime Socrates, his aim

10 Sr¢ Fernando Columbus’s ¢ History of the Admiral,” chapters vi., vii., viii, ix., x.
11 Plato, “ The Timeus,” Davis’s translation.
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was to elevate and instruct mankind. With regard to the ¢ great
- island ” of which he speaks, we see no reason to term it the
“ fabled island of Atlantis,” as do most authors. Wonderful sub-
mersions. and convulsions have in our own day changed the as-
pect of coasts. The groups of islands east of the West Indies
may be remains of one vast island ; their broken nature renders
this hypothesis probable. Why should we not, observing the cor-
rectness of the greater part of the above description, accept the
whole as truthful, instead of rejecting the whole as a fable be-
cause one part record.s an event which, though wonderful, is by no
means impossible? If this great 1sland were submerged it must
have taken years before the sea became navigable ; by that time
men had ceased to consider it as such, and, drawn toward other
interests and pursuits, had abandoned or forgotten the “islands
and the whole opposite continent which surrounds that real sea,”
which could have been none other than the West Indies and the
Continent of America. It is not probable that the learned, or
even ordinarily educated, ever became totally ignorant or obliv-
ious of the existence of this continent, while a convulsion so
terrible as must have been the one recorded by Plato would have
deeply impressed the masses, whose vague and traditional ac-
counts of the event may have given rise to those legends respect-
ing the horrors pervading “the shadowy” or “gloomy ocean”
which are said to have been prevalent in the time of Columbus.

‘Why should we wonder that the allusions to the Western Hem- .
isphere are so vague, or be so assured that Atlantis was a fable ?
werenot Herculaneum and Pompeii lost for more than a thousand
years, their existence forgotten, and those authors mentioning
them accused of inventing fables to mislead the ignorant? Yet
after all those years an accldent revealed to astonished modern
times the ‘fabulous cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii,” and
with them the habits and customs in their minutest details of a
people who had been thus buried in the midst of the affairs of
daily life, by the flood of molten lava and fiery shower of ashes,
and who are proved to have rivaled, if not excelled, us in all the
refinements of civilization. The hardened lava can be hewn
asunder, the ashes swept away, but none can roll back the mighty
ocean, nor disclose what its waves conceal ; this must remain till
the day when the sea shall give up its dead.

Nothing more fully proves the advanced stage of civilization
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in the earliest ages, than the extensive commerce which was car-
ried on. Intheinfancy of nations and peoples, the desire for the
acquisition of property is indeed implanted in the breast of man,
but this desire cannot develop into commerce till the nation is
wealthy and populous. In the days of the Hebrew patriarchs, he
who first sat down at a spring, or reposed in the grateful shade
of a tree, acquired a right to possess the same, which was respected
by subsequent visitors. Abraham exclaims to Lot, when their flocks
have become so numerous as to render a separation necessary :

“TIs not the whole land before thee? séparate thyself, 1 pray
thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to
the right ; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to
the left. And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of
Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere . . .. even as the
garden of the Lord . . . . Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan ;
« ... . and Abraham dwelled in the land of Canaan.”

‘We are not, however, to suppose that all nations were thus
primitivein the days of the Patriarch. As well might it be main-
tained that the world is at present sparsely populated because
there are vast regions in America where a citizen may acquire
an ample homestead simply by a residence of a few years on the
spot of his choice. Trade and commerce were already well sys-
tematized. Gold and silver, in exchange for wares, had taken the
place of barter, at the time of which we speak. Abraham paid
four hundred shekels of silver, such as were current with the
merchant, for the cave of Machpelah; and Joseph was sold to
the Tshmaelitish merchants, who were on their way to Egypt
with spices and perfumes, for twenty pieces of silver.

An extensive commerce was carried on by the Pheenicians,
the earliest merchants of antiquity of whom we have knowledge.
To their great mart, Tyre, the merchants of every nation brought
their choicest goods. The beaunteous slaves of Greece, soft linen,
purple dyes and silks of Syria, embroideries of Egypt, perfumes
of Arabia, horses and horsemen, mules, wheat, honey, balm,
iron, gold, silver, precious stones, even tin from Cornwall, all
found ready sale in the vast markets of ¢ the crowned city whose
merchants were princes.” **

12No more glowing description of the commercial greatness of a city can be im-
agined than that in which Ezekiel (chapter xxvii.) enumerates the many peoples who
traded with Tyre.
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Carthage and Alexandria rivaled and succeeded Tyre as the
great commercial marts of the world. Arabia Felix, when that
country was the medium through which passed the commerce be-
tween Egypt and India, seemed to concentrate the wealth of the
world within its borders. The doors of the dwellings were of ivo-
ry studded with rich jewels; the pillars glistened with gold and
silver ; aromatic woods were burned to cook food ; and so cloyed
with rich perfumes were the inhabitants of this happy land that
we are told they burned pitch and goat’s-hair under their noses
to stimulate their sense of smell. Among the many castes into
which the people of India were from the earliest ages divided,
merchants are distinctly mentioned, so that we may conclude
that trade was established in that country from the remotest
periods.

The staple articles of commerce with the ancients do not
seem to have greatly varied from those of the present day, they
consisted of rich silks, precious stones, and metals, linens, slaves,
ivory, ebony, purple dyes, spices, wines, horses, mules, sugar,
wheat, honey, fans from China, carved images, flint-glass, etc.
This vast commerce can scarcely have existed without carrying
the science of navigation to a very advanced state. The Pheeni-
cians, there is no doubt, navigated all the known seas and very
probably crossed the Atlantic.” The voyage of the Carthaginian
Hanno, about six hundred years before Christ, a curious record
of which was found suspended in the Temple of Saturn at Car-
thage, and the expedition of Pharaoh Necho before mentioned,
are the earliest great enterprises in navigation which have come
down to us.

The “Periplus” of Hanno is apparently an official document
recording a voyage of discovery which the Carthaginians decreed
should be made with a view to establishing Liby-phcenician col-
onies. Modern writers have not been wanting who, seeking to
cast doubt upon the authenticity of the ¢ Periplus,” would detract
from the knowledge and enterpriseof antiquity. Falconer has,
however, ably refuted these aspersions; and, as the descriptions
given by Hanno correspond to the aspect of the shores which he

13 In the tomb of Rameses the Great is a representation of a naval combat between
the Egyptians and some other people, supposed to be the Pheenicians, whose huge
ships are propelled by sails. In these, guided by their stone of Hercules, or mariner’s
compass, they were enabled boldly to leave the coast.
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declares to have coasted, we may regard the fact as established
that, six hundred years before our era, a voyage of discovery
was made, which was worthier in its objects than that of Co-
lumbus.

It is not possible that the art of ship-building should have
reached such perfection as it undoubtedly did in early times, had
not navigation been extensive enough to demand such perfec-
tion. The dimensions of the most ancient vessel on record, the
ark of Noah, three hundred cubits long, fifty broad and thirty high,
are almost precisely the same as those of the fastest vessels of
the present day, which are three hundred and twenty-two feet
long, fifty broad, and twenty-eight and a half in height. The
ships of the Egyptians were often upon a most magnificent scale.
The fleet with which Sesostris conquered all the countries adja-
cent to the Red Sea is described in ancient Egyptian chronicles
to have been composed of four hundred large vessels. That
which Alexander ordered to be constructed on the banks of the
Hydaspes, one thousand miles inland, was of one thousand ships ;
‘with these he descended the Indus, and, on reaching the ocean,
sailed to the Persian Gulf. The Indians seem to have had large
fleets.”” Archimedes superintended the building of a ship for
Hiero of Syracuse which surpassed in magnificence any thing of
which we read. The wood which would have built fifty ordinary
galleys was expended in its construction. It contained galleries,
gardens, stables, fish-ponds, mills, baths, an engine to throw
stones three hundred pounds in weight, and arrows twelve
yards long. Its floors were inlaid with scenes from Homer’s
“Tliad.” A temple of Venus was also among the wonders it con-
tained.

The famous voyage of St. Paul to Rome was effected il three
vessels. In the first, no doubt a small coasting one, he went from
Cesarea to Myra, where he went on board an Alexandrian corn-
ship, which was wrecked off the cost of Malta; this ship con-
tained a cargo of wheat, and two hundred and seventy persons,
all of which were carried by another Alexandrian corn-ship, be-
sides its own crew and cargo, by Syracuse and Rhegium, to
Puteoli. Now, as it is usual to allow a’'ton and a half per man in

4 Diodorus Siculus, “ Canon of the Kings of Egypt.”

18 Diodorus Siculus relates that four thousand ships opposed the invasion of Semi-
ramis into India.
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transport-ships, it will be safe to conclude that the average an-
cient merchant-ships ranged from five hundred to a thousand
tons burden. The vessel in which the great obelisk of the Vat-
ican was transported to Rome carried eleven hundred tons of
pulse as ballast, besides the obelisk, which weighed fifteen hundred
tons.

Nor did the ships of the ancients lack many so-called modern
improvements. The chain-cable, which we have seen patented in
our own day, was well known to the Venitii, whose galleys are
thus described by Julius Ceesar :

“Their bottoms were somewhat flatter than ours, the better
to adapt themselves to the shallows, and sustain without danger
the regress of the tides. Their prows were very high and erect,
as likewise their sterns, to bear the hugeness of the billows and
the violence of tempests. The body of the vessel was entirely
of oak, to stand the shocks and assaults of that tempestuous ocean.
The benches of the rowers were made of strong beams of about
a foot in breadth, and fastened with iron nails an inch thick. Zn-
stead of cables, they secured their anchors with chains of iron.”’

A Roman vessel of the time of Trajan had been sunk in the
Lake Ricciola ; it was raised after more than thirteen hundred
years, and found to be in a good state of preservation ; the planks
were of cypress and pine, calked with linen rags, and covered
with Greek pitch; the outside was covered with sheets of lead
fastened with small copper nails. So the ides of metal sheeting
is no more modern than that of the chain-cable.

All this, it will be argued, were useless to sail across a vast
expanse of water, without a knowledge of the magnet, the mag-
netized needle, or mariner’s compass.

The invention of the compass is commonly attributed to a
pilot of Amalfi.” Iis name, and the date of so memorable an
event, are alike misty and uncertain. In our time he is known

16 The Amalfitans boasted their descent from Roman citizens sent to Byzantium by
Constantine the Great, and who, after shipwreck on the way, established themselves
at Melfi, the name of which they transferred to their new city built on the shores of
the Gulf of Salerno, on the spot where Peestum formerly flourished. In the ninth
century, the republic of Amalfi was already the mistress of the commerce of the Le-
vant, and her maritime code was adopted throughout the Mediterranean and Ionian
Seas, as was formerly that of Rhodes. Sicilians, Arabs, Africans, Indians even,
frequented her mart to exchange their respective products. Her tari were the most
approved circulation throughout the Levant until the Venetian ducat prevailed.
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as Flavio Gioia, but writers nearer to his own day call him Giri
and Gira, and give him the Christian name Giovane. In like
manner, the year 1302 has been selected for the discovery, out of
a number of dates to which it is assigned in the older authors.
The particulars of the man’s history are unknown, nor is there a
scrap of historical evidence that he either discovered or even
improved the mariner’s compass. On tracing to its origin a
story so generally received, reiterated as itis in most books of
reference, and accepted in Italy as an article of the national
creed, we find the authority for it lost in tradition and guess-
work. The celebrated Antony Panormita, one of the great
poets of the fifteenth century and secretary of Alphonso, King
of Naples, has embalmed in verse the tradition of the discovery
at Amalfi:

¢ First Amalfi gave to seamen the use of the magnet.”

And elsewhere:

¢ Of the magnet, Amalfi
Boasts the noble discovery.”

In more recent times this story has been received by local
writers, who, indulging a lively fancy, have appeared to see in the
arms of Amalfi the heraldic symbol of the mariner’s compass,
and have thereupon alleged that the city did in fact take the
compass for its arms, to perpetuate the memory of its invention
by the citizen Giovane Gira or Giri, or Flavio Gioia. It is not
improbable that the sign of the compass which still remains over
the door of a certain dwelling in that renowned seaport originally
suggested the tradition, and may have served to commemorate
a famous nautical instrument-maker who had made some improve-
ment in the indications of the points of the compass and in the
suspension of the magnetic needle.

Notwithstanding this absence of all historic testimony, our
students’ guides and Italian patriotism" cleave to a story which
will not bear serious examination. For there is a cloud of wit-
nesses that long before the era of Gioia the compass was in famil-
iar use in Europe, and that in the East the knowledge of the

1"Tn the naval action off Lissa, in July, 1866, the first hostile encounter of iron-
clad fleets in the world’s history, the Flavio Gioia and Christoforo Colombo figured as
dispatch-boats on the Italian side.
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polarity of the magnet, and its application to traveling by sea
and land, were of immemorial antiquity.

The first notice of the compass in European literature appears
in the accounts of the voyages of the Northmen. ¢ The Land-
namabok’* has this passage in the second chapter of the first
volume :

“Floke Vilgedarson set out about the year 868 from Roga-
land in Norway to rediscover Iceland. He took with him three
ravens to act as guides. It was the custom of our ancestors
when looking out for land to let fly these birds. If they re-
turned to the ship, it was presumed they were still far from land,
but if they flew away they were watched, and the direction they
had taken followed as a sure guide to land. To consecrate the
ravens to this use, Floke offered a great sacrifice at Smérsund,
where his vessel was at anchor. For at that time the navigators
of Scandinavia did not make use of the loadstone.”

This was written about the year 1075, and, though the last
clause is not absolutely correct, as we shall presently see, it yet
proves that the polarity of the magnet and its use in navigation
were by that time, at any rate, perfectly familiar to the North-
men.

A century later, in the year 1190, the use of the magnet at
sea is used as a simile in a French satirical poem—a proof that it
could not even at that date have been recently invented, but was
notorious and familiar to all. The title of the poem is *La Bible,”
the author was Guyot de Provins. The writer, after having de-
claimed against every state, proceeds to attack the court of
Rome. The pope, according to him, should be what the polar
star is to the mariner, the one conspicuous, fixed, unchanging,
infallible guide. In natural connection with this, he goes on to
speak of the magnet, the loving-stone which reveals the place of
the Tresmontaigne when clouds and mist obscure it. But we
will, as nearly as we can render it in English, give the entire

passage :

‘“ Would that our Holy Father the pope
Resembled th’ immovable star.
Very clearly they see it—
The mariners, they trust to its ray :
By that star they go out and home,
They hold on their way with all calm.
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It is known as the Tresmontaigne,

It is fixed, central, and certain,

‘While others shoot, wander, revolve,
This star is the centre of all.

The seaman knows an art that can’t deceive :
The compass™ is his sacred oracle.

The potent charm of the magnet

(A stone dark and ugly in look,

Yet to it iron fondly adheres),

Gives its impulse to the needle

‘Which then, cased, and freely suspended,
Set. in movement unhindered,

True and certain points to that star.

The sky with sea in mist confused,

No moon or constellation to be seen,

The needle’s lighted up without delay:
The sailor has no fear of going astray,

To th’ invisible star points the faithful iron,
And on the trackless deep his way is sure.
Unchanging, central, bright, that star,
Such surely should our Holy Father be.”

Another notice of the compass is found in the ¢ History of the
East and West” by the Cardinal Jacques de Vitry, Bishop of Tus-
culum and Ptolemais, a legate of the pope in the fourth Crusade
and in the army of Montfort against the Albigenses, A. .
1204-1210. He calls the magnet adamas (English adamant), a
name very much in vogue in the middle ages, in lieu of magnes
(magnet). The passage in question is this:

“The magnet (edamas) is found in India. It attracts iron,
by some hidden quality. The iron needle, after it has touched
the magnet, always turns toward the north-star, which does not
move, as if it were the centre of the firmament, the other stars
revolving around it. Wherefore the magnet is very necessary
to navigators at sea.” ** C

It is evident that it is not & new discovery that is here de-
scribed a century before Gioia’s reputed discovery, but an
established usage, and an instrument necessary to mariners, the
use of which was notorious.

Another conspicuous authority on the same peint, in the thir-
teenth century, is Brunetto Latini, poet, philosopher, -astrolo-

18 L' Amaniére. 194 Historia Hierosolimitans,” cap. 89.
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ger, of Florence. He had the honor of instructing  the divine
Dante,” and foretold the glory of his pupil’s genius. Having
- been banished from Florence with his party, the Guelphs—
as was subsequently Dante himself, who was also sentenced to be
burnt alive, and never dared return to his beloved home—DBru-
netto settled in France, where he wrote his ¢ Trésor de Sapience,”
a sort of encyclopeedia, in the Romance language. In this work,
he makes mention of the loadstone and the magnetized needle,
and, though the description is not altogether accurate, it admits
of no doubt about the use of the needle in the navigation of the
period :

¢ Take a magnet, that is calamite. You will find it has two
faces, one lies toward the north pole, the other toward the south
pole. Each of the faces draws the needle toward that pole to
which that face is turned ; and thereby mariners may be deceived
if they are not on their guard ”

Brunetto had before this paid a visit to England and spent
some time at Oxford with the illustrious monk, the greatest of
mathematicians from Archimedes down, the chemist whose won-
derful discoveries secured him ten years’ incarceration as a magi-
cian, the marvel of his age—Roger Bacon. Brunetto, in a letter
to his friend Guido Cavalcanti, also a celebrated poet of Florence,
gives the following account of his visit to Oxford. We trust it
will be found sufficiently interesting to justify our giving a
translation of the whole letter :

“The Parliament being summoned to assemble at Oxford, I
had an opportunity of visiting that famous school, of which you
have heard so much—happily somewhat sooner than, from the
nature of my avocations, I might have otherwise done.

“The English word parliament is said, by some learned men
here, to be derived quasi parium lamentum, because the Eng-
lish barons (peers) at these meetings complain of the enormities
of their country. But I am of opinion it is borrowed from our
word parleure (speech), and parleor (an orator), as indeed
there are a great many speakers, and often much virulent speech
delivered in these assemblies.

“ Our journey from London to Oxford was made in two days,
not without difficulty and danger ; for the roads are bad, and
we had to climb hills of hazardous ascent, which to descend
are eoually perilous. We passed through many woods consid-
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ered here as dangerous places, as they are infested with robbers;
which indeed is the case with most roads in England. This is
connived at by the neighboring barons, for the consideration of
sharing the booty, and the robbers serving their protectors on all
occasions, personally, and with the whole strength of their band.
However, as our company was numerous, we had not much
cause to tremble.
¢ Accordingly, the first night we arrived safely at Sherburn
Castle, in the neighborhood of Watlington, under the chain of
hills over which we passed at Stocquinchurque.
¢ This castle was built by the Earl of Tanquerville, one of the
followers of the fortunes of William the Bastard of Normandy,
who invaded England, and slew King Harold in a battle which
decided the fate of this kingdom. As the barons are frequently
embroiled in disputes and quarrels with the sovereign and with
each other, they take the precaution of building strong castles
with lofty towers and deep moats, with drawbridges, posterns,
and portcullises. They also make a provision of victuals in case
they happen to be besieged, so as to hold out for a considerable
time. They have also a large collection of* all arms and ma-
chines for defense.
¢ The country around Oxford is beautiful. The city is watered
by the Cherwell and the Isis, or Ouse, which rivers wander over
the land in many a wild meander. As I stood viewing these
scenes from the surrounding hills, this thought occurred to me:
¢ Medicine and the useful arts are commendable pursuits. But a
petty trade is considered ignoble ; if it be large, and very pro-
ductive, it benefits a large number without vanity, and is not to
be lightly csteemed. No pursuit, however, is better than agri-
culture, more satisfactory or more worthy of a gentleman (franc
home).’ Then I remembered the words of Horace :
¢ Happy is he quitting all trades, who,
As did they of the olden time,
Cultivates his land and rears his beasts,
Unknown to usurers, and unjust to none.’
The number of scholars in this high-school is about three thousand:
indeed, their number is too great, inasmuch as the revenues of
their houses are insufficient for their support, so that they are
constrained to ask relief at the butteries of the great barons and
the cabins of their vassals. This is true chiefly of those edu-



ROGER BACON. 37

cated to be priests and to display the religion and the faith of
Jesus Christ, with the rewards of the good, and the sufferings of
the wicked. The others, who are to practise law and physie,
or other learned profession, live with their respective societies,
without wrong and without scandal.

“You may be assured I did not fail to see Friar Bacon as soon
as possible. He is the only one I could hear of that is skilled in
Hebrew and Greek. Even the Latin they use is not that of
Tully, and, as the doctors know nothing of the Romance tongue,
my communication with them was very slight. But I had
ample amends in the frequent conversations I had with this mir-
ror of good learning.

“ For, unlike one described by Horace—

¢ He seeks not smoke from flame,
Bat light from smoke to give.!

¢ As the friar studied long in Paris, he makes himself well
understood in the Romance language, according to the patois of
France.” Friar Roger Bacon is a Cordelier of the order of Saint
Francis ; he is a D. D., a good physician, and the greatest chem-
ist, mathematician, and astrologer, of the present age. He is,
moreover, a profound philosopher, and has made a number of
dlscovenes which have brought upon him the imputation of sor-
cery and magic. This absurd idea rises above the common peo-
ple and even the scholars, and makes his own community and

% The Romance language was a popular Latin, in use over the greater part of Eu-
rope, modified in different countries to adapt it to the idiom of the respective races.
From the twelfth to the fourteenth centuries the University of Paris was the means of
diffusing “ the patois of Fraunce” far and wide. Of England, Germany, and Italy, it
used to be said :

“ Filf nobillam dam sunt janiores
Mi in Franciam fleri doct: »

Thus the French, the dialect of the provinces north of the Loire only, prevailed
over the Provengal, tbe southern dialect of the Romance, that of the Troubadours.
Roger Bacon and Chaucer used it; Frederick II., the German emperor, wrote his
poems, and Marco Polo his adventures, in the idiom of Paris; and we find Brunetto
corresponding in it with his fellow-townsmen of Florence. Dante and Petrarch had
not yet formed the Italian.

Europe has at present seven literary modlﬁcauons of the Romance language. Of
these, three preserve the name ; the Rouman, of the Danubian Principalities ; the Rou-
mansch, or Romanese, of the Grisons of Switzerland; and the Lower Romanese, called
also the Latinique, of the Engadine, on the borders of the Tyrol The languages of
Italy, Spain, Portugal, and France, are the other members of the family.
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the doctors fear and shun him. This makes him cautious about
his experiments ; but he assures me he has placed on record his
several discoveries, and that they will be found after his death
among his papers, for they do not suit the times we live in,
when all learning is a vain study of abstruse speculations pro-
ducing nothing useful. I told him the story which you and I
have both frequently heard, of the Brazen Head—how that he
and his brother in religion, Friar Thomas Bungey, had labored
geven years to complete it, in order to know whether it would
not be possible to inclose England within a wall and rampart,
and that they failed after all to receive the answer, because not
expecting it so soon, they were both out of the way, and did not
bear the reply which the oracle had made. It is very certain
that the friar has invented many wonderful machines, in particu-
lar, a head of brass which utters certain sounds. This is un-
doubtedly the Brazen Iead which gave rise to the story of the
oracle. He showed me curious mirrors of his invention. One
sort sets fire to any combustible, when under the sun’s rays;
another, in which figures are made to appear and disappear at
pleasure; a third, which enables a person to discover objects at
a great distance, not discernible by the naked eye.” In the pur-
suit of these discoveries he has spent a. great deal of money. He
has now succeeded to a large property; and his family, being
wealthy, had liberally supplied him with means. Ie told me
that hie knew a method of combining saltpetre with charcoal in
certain proportions, so as to produce wonderful effects on being
touched with the least possible spark of fire.” I had no oppor-

1 The discovery of an instrument of long sight by the arrangement of convex and
concave glasses in a tube, is generally attributed to a Dutch spectacle-maker of
Middlebourg, about the year 1600; its application in the telescope, to Galileo, who
began with a magnifying power of four, then of seven, finally of thirty, with which
he made out the satellites of Jupiter and the lunar mountains. We see that, nearly
four centuries before, Bacon had anticipated them. The Chinese had such instru-
ments in use long ages before the Christian era.

# The discovery and use of gunpowder are of much older date than is generally al-
lowed. The German monk, Berthold Schwarz, is commonly credited with the inven-
tion. But it is noticed in the works of two churchmen who lived a century before
Schwarz—Albertus Magnus, the Dominican monk, who gave up an archbishoprie, to
be free to pursue his scientific researches ; and our present acquaintance, Friar Bacon.

Gunpowder was employed in Europe certainly as early as 1257, if not before, at
the siege of Nicbla, in Spain; and there is no doubt of its having been in use by the
Arabs much earlier. In an Arab treatise on engines of war, in the ecarly part of the
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tunity of witnessing the experiment, but some persons in whose
presence he had performed it assured me that it had the closest
resemblance to thunder and lightning. It is, I suppose, on ac-
count of the great noise, that the good friar is so cautious of mak-
ing any trial of it except in retired places, laboring as he does
under the suspicion of being a necromancer. He further showed
me a black, ugly stone, the magnet, to which iron readily ad-
heres. If a needle be rubbed upon it, and then left free to float
on the surface of water by means of a reed, the point of the
needle turns, and remains steadily pointing to the polar star.
So that, be the night ever so obscure, and neither star nor moon
be visible, the mariner by the help of the needle holds on his
right course. This discovery, which appears so useful to all who
voyage by sea, encounters great prejudice, even on the part of
seamen, so that pilots use it with caution for fear of falling under
the suspicion of magic, as every thing which is not understood is
commonly attributed to some infernal agency. The time will
come, no doubt, when these prejudices, which are so great a hin-
derance to research into the secrets of Nature, will die out, and
mankind will then reap the benecfit of the labors of Friar Bacon,
and do justice to the genius and industry which now meet with
mistrust and obloquy.”

. We next come upon works of very great value: an elaborate
“ Review of Ancient Astronomy,” by John-Baptist Riccioli, the
great astronomer of Ferrara, also a churchman; and, by the
-same author, a treatise in twelve books.on geography and hy-
drography. In chapter xviii. of the tenth book of this latter
work, a chapter on the compass, we are informed that—

“ Under the reign of Saint-Louis (1226-°70), French navigators
used the magnetized needle, which they kept swimming in a
little vase of water, supported by two tubes so as not to sink.”

Riccioli claims for the Northmen from a remote antiquity
the use of the magnet in their navigation. He says:

thirteenth century it is described under the name by which it is at present known.
The Arabs may have imported it from China; but the so-called Greek fire, which was
introduced into Greece from China by Callinichus, architect of Heliopolis, in the
year 678, was nothing else than gunpowder, which was thrown in the form of
fusees and explosive shells. The Roman fireworks, which began to be used in
theatrical representations about the end of the third century, were also of Chinese
origin. Records of that wonderful people carry back the use of gunpowder to a very
high antiquity. .
L]
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¢“In the seventh century, the navigators of the Baltic and of
the German Ocean, instead of a needle, used a triangular piece of
iron wire, which swam in a small vessel of water, and the use of
this instrument was considered among them to be of great an-
tiquity (valde antiquus).”

It is remarkable that the compass which Vasco de Gama
found in use among the pilots of the Indian Ocean was similar
to this of the Northmen, only, instead of being of iron wire, it was
a simple iron plate magnetized, supported on the surface of a
vase of water in the same way. This we learn from the Cicero
of Portugal, Bishop Osorio, who, about the middle of the six-
teenth century, wrote a great work, “ De rebus Emmanuelis vir-
tute et auspicio gestis” (“ The Golden Age in Portugal ”).

After the learned authorities, it is pleasant to turn to a
professor of the gay science, and to find the minstrel as good a
witness as the mathematician. Gauthier d’Espinois commences
one of his ballads with this simile:

¢ As ever the magnet inclines
The needle, when the charm’s once wrought:
So who my lady’s beauty divines,
He too’s irretrievably caught.”

Gauthier was a friend of Thibaut IV., King of Navarre
(1205-°53), who, besides being a renowned warrior and Crusader,
also cultivated literature and poetry, and left at his death a
number of ballads, more than sixty of which are still preserved.

The poem of Gauthier’s reminds us of a more ancient idyl,
from the pen of Claudian, the last of the line of classical poets,
in whom appeared once more, before its final extinction amid the
decay and ruins of the Latin Empire, the genius of Horace and
Virgil. Claudian had the misfortune to be court-poet to a roz
fainéant, Honorius ; a reign made memorable by the sack and
pillage of Rome by the Goth Alaric in the year 409. The poem
which we borrow from Claudian, offers an ingenious allusion to
the loves of Mars and Venus, founded on

THE MAGNET.

«“Q thou, with anxious mind worming out the secrets of Nature,
Seeking to unravel her mysteries :
How the moon wanes and increases, what power eclipses the sun:
Who wouldst search out the cavern of the winds,
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And what convulses the bowels of the earth:

Thou wouldst know—who sends the cloud with the lightning-flash,
And speaks in the solemn responding peal,

And what light determines the colors of Iris.

If thy understanding grasp the truth, inform me also,
For I long to resolve these problems.

A stone there is by the name of Magnet,

Colorless, unattractive, despised ;

Its lot is not to adorn the hair of the Cesars,

Or the alabaster throat of the virgin,

Nor does it set off as a clasp the warrior’s tunic:

Yet the powers of this dark stone are prized above the fairest gems,
And whatever the Indian fisherman may produce

Of Oriental pearls, it will surpass.

That stone—it lives! but to iron it owes its life,

And by the unbending bar it is fed :

Iron is its nourishment, its stimulus, its banquet;

It renews through iron its exhausted strength ;

This rude aliment animates its members

And long preserves a latent vigor.

The iron absent, the magnet languishes,

Sadly numbed with hunger it succumbs,

And thirst dries up its opened veins.

¢ Mars, with blood-stained lance chastising cities—
Venus, who resolves the miseries of mortals by her tender gifts,
Have in common the sanctuary of a golden temple.
The divinities have not the same image:
Mars appears in the glistening iron,
The loting-stone represents the Cyprian goddess.
The priest with the accustomed rites celebrates their union
The torches light the dance, myrtle crowns the temple-gate,
The nuptial purple veils the lovers’ couch;
Then appears a prodigy unheard of:
Venus of her own force ravishes her spouse.
Recalling the bonds of which the gods were witnesses,
Her voluptuous breathing attracts the limbs of Mars:
Around the helmet of the God her arms are clasped,
And with live chains she holds him captive.
She sustains his weight—while he,
Excited by the amatory impulse of her breath,
Allows himself to be ensnared with bands invisible.
At the Hymen, Nature herself presides.
A tenacious breath is the marriage-bond ;
Their stolen bliss with joy the gods renew.
‘What secret heat constrains the sympathetic metals?
What inspires the mutual penchant under their rude exterior?
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The loving-stone glows and betrays a conscious trouble

In the presence of the friendly steel:

Which, in turn, learns the lesson of a placid love.

Thus, with a look does Venus soften and arrest her bosom’s lord,
When, heated with blood and brandishing naked steel,

He urges his fierce coursers and whets their rage.

Alone, she encounters them: she stills his raging heart,

She tempers its fury with a milder flame.

Peace is restored to his soul. Murderous fights

He forgets. The blood-red crest is seen to stoop—for a kiss!
O Love,thou cruel boy! What sway is not allowed thee ?
Thou art indifferent to the thunder-bolt of Jove.

The Thunderer himself, attacked by thee, is fain to quit
Olympus, and amid the waves bellows as a bull.

Thy arrows pierce the frozen crag, and formg inanimate:
Rocks feel thy darts. A secret ardor consumes the loadstone
‘Whose blandishments the hardened steel cannot resist.

Thy flames prevail against the heart of marble.”

This notion of the attraction of Love has given its name to the
magnet in many languages. Chin-Tsang-ki, the author of a
Chinese Natural History, under the title of ¢ Pent-tzou-chi-hy,”
written twelve hundred years ago, says of the loadstone:

‘It attracts iron as a tender mother attracts her
Children by love. Hence its name Tsu-chy (loving-stone).”

This name has also been adopted by the Japanese from the
Chinese.

In the ancient language of the Hindoos, the Sanscrit, which has
been a dead language now some twenty-two hundred years, the
magnet was called thoumbaka, the kisser, also ayaskantaman’s,
the precious stone beloved of iron. These names remain in the
modern Indian tongues, Hindoostani, Bengali, etc., and ‘in Sin-
ghalese, the loving-stone.

In some of the European languages also the sentiment is found.
The French call it the azmant, the loving one. In Spanish and
Portuguese it is éman, equivalent to amante, the lover. The inti-
mate connection for eight hundred years with Asia accounts for
the prevalence of Oriental ideas and of Oriental names in the
Peninsula. ’

In colder latitudes and among more roving populations, utility
and hardy activity displace the tender and soft. In Dutch and
Swedish it is known as the sailing-stone (zeilsteen, and segel sten).



THE MAGNET. 43

In the British Islands, it is the leading, directing, drawing stone.
This last is the sense of the Irish Zarrangart,the drawer, and
of the Welsh tywysfwn, the conductor : while the English load-
stone corresponds with the notion of the loadstar that leads or
guides in the heavens. In Icelandic, the identical sense, the con-
ducting or leader stone (leider-stein). But we have seen Brunetto
Latini give it in his Romance language, the name of calamite,
by which it is at present best known in Italy and the Levant
(It. calamita, Gr. kahapira). This name is supposed to refer to
the primitive way of suspending the needle on reeds so as to float
on the surface in a vase of water. Kalamis, in Greek, significs a
reed, and kalamites a dweller among reeds, and this was the name
of a very green little frog whose name and address were thus con-
tained in one word. The word calamite in the Romance language
preserved the sense of green frog, and was applied to the magnet-
ized needle from its supposed resemblance to the frog floating on
reeds. Hugo Bertius, who lived in the reign of Saint-Louis,
King of France, gives a graphic account of this frog-like appa-
ratus. The Hebrew term kalamitah for this stone may, however,
have the priority of age. It is not found in the Bible, but its
near congener, chalamish, is found Deut. viii. 15, and xxxii. 13,
and Psalm cxiv. 8. In the last-cited text it seems to have the
sense of a cut or sharpened stone. The Talmud calls it the Stone
of Attraction. The ancient Hebrew prayers contain allusions to
the magnet under the name of Kalamitak, and also of Magnis.
The latter appellation (as magnis, magnes, magnetes, maghnathis,
magnet, magneet, or other terminations to suit the idiom of the
people) appears to be almost universal, even where, as in English,
it is popularly known by another name. It has no such other
name in German, Russian, and Magyar. In Arabic, Turkish,
Persian, and kindred languages, every object has a number of
names,” scientific, popular, and figurative: al-maghnathis is the
usual designation in them all of this stone ; one of its other names
is the Stone of Devils, and another, the Stone of Attraction.
There is no doubt that magnet is a Greek word, probably from its
having been found in great abundance in the province of Mag-
nesia, in Lydia. The ancient name of the capital of Magnesia was
Heraclea, or city of Hercules ; hence the magnet was often called

 As many as a thousand. five hundred, and, commionly, hundreda.
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A0 fparheia, rendered in English the stonc of Hercules, also
Marmjaios Midos and Auvduky MIos, the Magnesian, and the Lydian
Stone. According to Nicander, a physician who wrote medicine
in verse, about two hundred years before Christ, it was the
shepherd Magnes who introduced the stone to the knowledge of
mankind, and who gave it his own name. He is said to have
made the discovery when, at the head of his flock, he suddenly
found himself fastened to the soil by the nails of his sandals and
the iron point of his staff.

There can be little doubt that the Pheenicians made use of
the compass in their voyages. Ancient Pheenician coins bear the
impress of a vessel, at the prow of which stands a woman (their
goddess Astarte) holding in one hand a cross and with the other
pointing the way : the cross symbolized the mariner’s compass or
cross of the ancients, which is thus described by an Arabian writer
of the thirteenth century (1242), Boulak Kibdjalick: ¢ They
take a cup of water, which they shelter from the wind ; they then
take a needle, which they fix in a peg of wood or straw, so as o
Jorm a cross; they then take the magnes and turn round for
some time above the cup, moving from left to right, the needle
following ; they then withdraw the magnes, after which the
needle stands still and points north and south.”

The cross, then, was a fit emblem or coat-of-arms for & great
commercial and maritime people, like the Pheenicians. The com-
pass was their guide; they symbolized it by the goddess Astarte,
who, with her magnetic cross, indicated to them a path across the
pathless waves.

Hercules was the patron divinity of the Pheenicians. This was
also natural ; the magnes, or stone of Hercules, was indispensable
to the mariner, as it was the chief agent in making the compass
which was his guide.

The name given to the magnet by the ancient Egyptians
shows that they were acquainted with its two opposite properties
of attraction and repulsion. The loadstone was called the bone
of Haroeri, and the iron the bone of Typhon. Haroeri was the
son of Osiris™ and of Isis, who conceived him while in the
womb of her own mother Rhes, so that he was born at the same

% In Egypt brother and sister often became man and wife. While in Egypt,

Abraham and Isaac gave out that Sarah and Rebecca were not wives, but might at
any moment be taken in marriage by their pretended brothers if not otherwise engaged.
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moment with both his parents. Isis was the emblem of the
generative and fructifying powers of Nature—Haroeri that of
the Universal Cause: while Typhon, also a son of Rhea, having
destroyed Osiris, the Egyptian Messiah, the benefactor of human-
. ity, became the emblem of Destruction, the ideal of the powers
of Nature inimical to man, as among the winds the dread Z%-
phoon. The crocodile and the scorpion are sacred to Typhon.
Considering Nature, in the state of union and decomposition,
under the symbol of Haroeri and Typhon, the Egyptian priests
seem to have seen an image of these conditions in the action of
the loadstone on the iron, according as the stone attracted or
repelled the metal.

Indeed, ample evidence exists that the characteristics of mag-
netism, and, to some extent, the closely-related phenomena of
electricity, were known both to Egyptian priests and to Greek nat-
uralists. Diogenes Laértius, in his “ Lives of the Philosophers,”
gives a list of Aristotle’s works, among which is a volume on the
loadstone, entitled ITepl T#js Al3ov—a precious contribution to
science which has not survived the lamentable destruction of the
great Greek libraries. But we have preserved fragments of a
work of that truly encyclopedic master, on stones in general—
their extraction, the mines and the countries that supplied
them, their properties, varieties, colors, and their application in
the arts and in medicine. In this work, ITepi Tédv 4wy, Aris-
totle described no less than seven Aundred different kinds of
stones, minerals, and metals, the greater part of which were un-
known even by name to the non-artistic majority of men. We
cite the following passage from this work as a condensed ex-
position of all that can be said even to this day upon the
magnetic forces in the loadstone, upon magnetism by influence
or artificial magnets, and especially on the polarity of the
magnet :

“ The occult force by which this stone attracts iron, acts even
through interposed solid bodies as well as through the air. It
has not only an attractive force, but also that of repulsion ; by
the one angle it flies from the iron, while with the other face it
attracts it. The one face, of itself regards the north, the oppo-
site one the south. Now, the magnet has the property of infus-

Cleopatra was the wife of her two brothers successively, Ptolemy XII. and XIIL., as
well as the mistress of Ceesar and of Marc Antony.
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ing these forces into an iron bar—which on being applied to the
loadstone immediately exercises both attraction and repulsion,
and assumes precisely the same direction—the one angle regard-
ing the north, the other the south. If to this iron you apply an-
other bar, the former will produce the same effects upon the lat-
ter as the loadstone itself.”

In the work on the Soul, ITep ¥uyds, of the same great
genius, he reverts to this topic, speaking of the loadstone as 7
N0, the stone, par excellence :

“*Eouxe 8¢ xal Oa)ijs éf &y dmopvnuovebovar, KumTikéy TL THY
Yruxnw UmolaBeiy, eimep Tov Moy Epn Yuxdv Exew, ot Tov oldnpov
Kivet.”’

“ Now, even Thales seems, according to what has been hand-
ed down concerning him, to have held that whatever communi-
cates movement possesses a soul ; ¢ thus, the stone,” he said, ‘has
a soul because it sets iron in motion.” »

Ancient Chinese topographical works also contain allusions
to the minerals of their own and neighboring countries, and de-
scribe situations where they abound. The “Nan Chouan i wey
chi,” or “ Memoirs on the Phenomena of the Southern Territo-
ries,” relate that— .

“On the capes and headlands of the Chang-hai (the southern
sea on the coasts of Tonquin and Cochin-china) shallows abound,
and a vast amount of magnetic stone, so that the large foreign
ships which are fastened with iron plates are attracted as they
approach the coast and drawn inshore by the great accumulation
of loadstones, and they cannot get past such spots, which are
very numerous in the south.”

It is a remarkable coincidence that the greatest of ancient
astronomers, Claudius Ptolemy, was aware of this phenomenon
in the China seas. In the very detailed enumeration and de-
scription of the coasts and islands of those waters, contained in
the second chapter of the seventh book of his “ Geography,” he
8ays :

“Satlpov vijool, dv 10 perafd poipar pod™ . . . . Tairas
ol karéyovres odpas Eyew Méyovras, omolas Siaypddovar Tds TEV
catlpwy. Pépovras 8¢ xal &Xhav cvvexeiv déka- év als ¢pdar Td

# Ptolemy's zero of longitude was on the meridian of the Fortunate Islands
(Canaries), the westernmost land known to him. His localities are identified by data
more reliable than his figures, which are often wide of the truth,
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adijpovs Exovra ﬁk.ovs' mAola xafexea'Saz, wimoTe Tijs npaxhelas
AiSov mepl abras yewaperns. &ud Totro émiolpocs muvmfyewSac
xatéxew e kal abras avdpwmoddryovs kakovuévovs Mavvioras.”

“The islands of the satyrs, the centre one of which is 171°
« ... Those who inhabit these-igles are fabled to have tails, such
as aredrawn for satyrs. There are said to be other islands to the
number of ten, lying near these, at which ships having iron
fastenings are arrested by the stone of Hercules there existing,
wherefore ships are put together with treenails. The islands are
said to be in the possession of man-eaters called Manioles.”

Centuries earlier, one greater than Ptolemy had made allu-
sion to this phenomenon. Afristotle, who, accompanying his
pupil Alexander the Great in his Asiatic expedition, accumulated
vast stores of facts in natural history in the many countries
overrun, affirms in the above-mentioned work, ITepl Tdv 43w,
that—

“On the coasts of the Indian Ocean are masses of magnetic
rock. If vessels approach, they lose their nails and iron fasten-
ings, which are attracted away from the vessels so that the force
of cohesion of the wood cannot retain them. On account of
these dangers, ships that navigate those seas are not fastened with
iron nails, but with nails of soft wood that swell in the water.”

Galen, the great Greek physician, also writing a work on
stones, declares :

“On the coasts of the Indian Ocean the magnet is found in
great abundance, so that seamen dare not take their ships in
close to the shore if fastened with iron nails, nor must they have
any sort of iron-work ; for, on approaching those magnetic cliffs,
all the nails and whatever of iron they possess are attracted away
by the magnetic force.”

The mention of Galen reminds us of a word upon our theme
from another physician, who was also busy with stones, Marcel-
lus Empiricus, physician of Theodosius the Great, the last sov-
ereign of an undivided Roman Empire. He says:

“The loadstone, called Antiphyson, attracts and repels
iron.”

These words show a familiarity, as early as the fourth cen-
tury, with the inverse action of the poles of the magnet or the
existence of two magnetic fluids. The term Antiphyson admi-
rably expresses this natural incompatibility.
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St. Ambrose (in the sixth century) gives a narrative of a
Theban’s voyages in the Indian Ocean. Speaking of the island
Taprobana (Ceylon), he says:

¢ There are about a thousand other islands called Mannioles,
which are subject to the chief of the four kings of Taprobana.
In them is found in great abundance the stone called magnes,
which attracts the nature of iron by its force: so that, if a ship
approach that has iron nails, she is retained there and cannot get
farther, by I know not what hinderance, the source of which is
in that stone. For this reason wooden nails are exclusively used
to fasten ships in that trade.”

The abundance of magnetic rocks and sands in the Eastern
seas is noticed in a later age by the Arab geographers. Cherif-
Edrisi, who wrote a number of geographical treatises, and con-
structed a terrestrial globe in silver for King Roger of Sicily
about the middle of the twelfth century, relates of El-Mandeb,
at the Red Sea straits called Bab-el-Mandeb (the Mandeb Gate):

“It is a mountain surrounded on all sides by the sea, and
highest on the southern side. Its direction is northwest, and its
length twelve miles. Where it approaches the Abyssinian coast
it is broken into islets and reefs of considerable extent, so that
that part of the sea is not navigable. In the midst of these reefs
and isles, there is a range called Moorookein, not very much ele-
vated above the level of the sea. It is a continuous mass of
magnetic rocks, and no vessel fastened with iron nails may ven-
ture to pass near it, without risk of being drawn inshore and
retained there.”

In his geographical works this author mentions repeatedly
the use of the magnet in navigation. A similar account of
masses of oxide of iron on the coasts of Arabia and India, is
given by Bailak, a native of Kipchak, near Cairo, who wrote also
an elaborate and most curious treatise on stones, called ¢ Thesau-
rus of Merchants for the Knowledge of Stones.” He devotes a
considerable space to a description of the loadstone, its proper-
ties and uses in navigation, and it is evident that he is not writ-
ing of an art newly invented or received, but of an apparatus
generally known and used in the Levant. What he says of the
use of the magnetic fish, in the Indian seas, goes, with other
authorities cited, to show that this was the primitive form of sea-
compass all the world over:
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“] was an eye-witness, during a voyage from Tripoli in Syria
to Alexandria, in the year 640, of the practice of the Syrian pilots
in making use of the loadstone.

“The night was so obscure that no star could be perceived so
as to enable the seamen to make out the four cardinal points.
But there was a vase filled with water placed in the interior of
the ship, on the surface of which floated a needle fixed in a
wooden or reedy float in the form of a cross, the needle having
first been rubbed with a loadstone just large enough to fill the
palmn of the hand, or smaller. The needle thus magnetized, by
its two points looks north aud south. Navigators in the Indian
Ocean, instead of the needle and its reed or wooden float, as with
us, make use of a magnetic iron fish, hollow, and so constructed
that when it is thrown into the water it swims, and it indicates by
its head and tail the two points south and north. The expla-
nation of the fish floating, though of iron, is this: that all metallic
bodies, even the hardest and heaviest, when made into hollow
vessels, displace a larger quantity of water than their weight, and
not only swim on the surface, but can carry a weight as a coun-
terpoise to the water displaced.”*

Bailak reminds us of a very commou school experiment in
physics. After having exhibited the needle fixed on a pivot,
the operator places it on a disk of cork floating in a vase of water.
The disk is observed to turn slowly round and stop exactly when
the needle acquires the identical direction it had when on the
pivot. In this experiment it is an important point that the disk
turns only, in one sense or the other; it does not advance either
toward the north or the south, whence the conclusion is that the
force acting on the needle is in reality not attractive but simply
directing.

The iron fish recalls the notion of the old Provengal and Le-
vant sailors before mentioned, of a green frog, in their name of
the instrument, calamite, a notion beyond all doubt of Oriental
origin : the creature is known to the Burmese navigators as the
lizard.

The names by which the case or instrument containing the
needle is known, generally express the simple notion of a box or
inclosure. In the northern langmages—English, Dutch, Ger-

]t is a pity Bailak did notlet us know whether this principle, 8o clearly enunciated,
had been utilized in the construction of iron ships, in his day.
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man, Russian, and the Scandinavian dialects—there is but one
word, compass, or kompass, signifying the encompassing or
inclosing thing. The boz is more distinctly expressed by the
Italian name bussola, equivalent to the modern word bossolo, a
box, whence, in Portuguese and Polish, dussole, and in French
boussole, and modern Greek mpousoulas. There is also .in
Arabic a word applied to the compass—one of its numerous
names in that language—very much resembling in sound the
Italian name ; it is moossaleh, and in Arabic the initial s has
frequently a cold in the head, and is pronounced 4. This Arabic
word signifies a dart or point, which seems artistic and charac-
teristic of the instrument, while the notion of a oz would rep-
resent the rude appreciation of a person ignorant of the essential
contents. It is possible that dussola is derived from the Arabic
word, and may not have been suggested by the low Latin buais
or any other word signifying box.

It is also possible that the word originated in the Arabic
name for the ocean. Edrisi (El Edressi), an Arabian writer on
geography, of the twelfth century, says :

“ The outer ocean, that in which the compass was necessary,
is called El Bahar el Bossul, the violent (boussale is the present
name for the compass), as distingunished from El Bahar El Muit.”

The Italians or Amalfitans in their trade with the Saracens
must have become in a measure acquainted with the language of
the Arabs, hence perhaps the word dussola was first applied, in
Italian, to the compass.

The popular name of the compass in the Turkish marine is
. pousola. But its most accepted designation in Arabic and in
the kindred dialects, the Turkish and Persian, is kibléh ndmeh,
signifying mirror of the south, and kibleh numd, indicator of
the south. Most likely this denomination came from the Chinese,
who hold that the magnetic needle points to the south, and call
it che nan, indicator of the south. The south is most in honor
throughout Asia. In China the throne is always turned toward
the south, as is the principal fagade of all public buildings. The
south is considered the front, the north the back, of the world.
The piety of the Mussulman supports this opinion. He turns
his face, in saying his prayers, toward the temple of Mecca, which
is, in general, situated southward from Mohammedan countries.

$1E. g., Mahomet, often pronounced Baphomet.
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The Arab word %ebléh, therefore, signifying that which should be
in front, or facing us, is applied to the southern part of the
heavens, means south, and to the southward. Perfectly synony-
mous with it, is the Chinese word ¢Asian, which is used in both
acceptations. .

We have seen that, in the days of Roger Bacon, the use of the
compass was one of the arts supposed to have some connection
with an infernal agency. We have not, however, found in the
languages of Europe, which we have mentioned,” this idea of
necromancy expressed in the popular name of the instrument,
The Spanish alone has this merit. In that language, the name
by which the compass is known, is not allied with, or derived
from, its name in any other tongue: it conveys distinctly the
notion of sorcery or divination. Brujo means a man in pact
with the Evil One, a sorcerer. The verb brujulear is, to prac-
tise divination. Brujula is the compass. Those who gave it
this name evidently considered it, in some degree, of preter-
natural and magical origin; hence we find the Spanish pilots
avoid the general term compass, brujula, preferring the more
specific and technical needle, lz aguja. On the other hand,
among the followers of the Prophet, the compass is an essential
part of the material of devotion. The pious Mussulman in
prayer, as we have said, turns his face toward the temple of
Mecea, and carries the compass about him habitually with this
purpose.

In the writings of the Arabs, and of the Chinese from a very
early date, traces abound of their acquaintance with the variation
of the compass, though the discovery is one of the reputed glo-
ries of Columbus, founded on au entry in the journal of his first
voyage under date of September 17, 1492. But, if he under-
stood the phenomenon, he has not done himself justice, since
the journal records his conviction that the sfar had shifted,
not the needles. Fournier, on the other hand, in his ¢ Hydro-
graphy ” (chapter x., of book xi.), attributes the earliest record
of the needle’s declination to Sebastian Cabot. We feel no
doubt, however, that the pilots both of England and the Penin-
sula had made the observation before the days of Columbus and

8 Guyot de Provins calls it Amaniédre in the poem already cited. This was proba-

bly amodification of Aimant, It was afterward known as la Mariniére, no doubt on
account of the services it renders mariners.
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Cabot. The publication of his journal has given Columbus the
preéminence in the European roll of fame. -

But Kow-tsung-chy, author of a work of great erudition, a
medico-natural history, given to the world about the year 1110
of our era, gives the following notice of the loadstone, and of the
polarity and the declination of the magnetic needle:

It is covered with small slightly-reddish spots, and its sur-
face is studded with rough points. It attracts iron and adheres
to it, and on that account is called The stone that sniffs the iron.
When rubbed with the loadstone, an iron - pointed instrument
acquires the property of pointing to the south—not, however,
absolutely due south, declining always toward the east. This
needle, on being passed through a reed so as to float on the sur-
face of water, turns to the south, but always with a declination
toward the point Ping,” (that is, east 5° 6’ south) ‘“which is the
great central fire.”

The Chinese, who regard the south as the principal pole, speak
of the declination of the magnetic needle at Peking as pretty
constantly 2° to 2° 30’ east, while European observers, reckoning
from the opposite pole of the needle, would call it west declina-
tion. Nevertheless, the Chinese have not always taken into ac-
count in their public works this variation of the compass. Thus,
the east and west walls of Peking, constructed under the second
emperor of the dynasty of Ming, are not due north and south,
but decline 2° 30’ from south to east. Hence it is evident that
the walls were oriented by the compass without allowing for dec-
lination of the magnetic needle.

Nothing is more curious than the accidental vestiges, like so
many fossil traces, of the practical arts which are supposed to
be of modern and European invention, among the oldest records
of Central Asia—often in the midst of poetic fictions and the ex-
travagances of Eastern mythologies. In the earliest chapters of
Chinese annals, the magnet, its attractive force, its polarity, its
application, are thus revealed as the property of the various Tar-
tar tribes in wandering over the trackless steppe. At the head ot
the caravan went a car, on the box of which stood the figure of a
presiding genius, whose right arm, outstretched, contained a mag-
net. However the car turned and returned, the hand of the gen-
ius pointed ever to the south. Modern Chinese history attributes
the invention of this magnetic car to the great Emperor Wang-
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ti, who reigned about 2,700 years before Christ. But the pas-
sage in the Wai-ki, the most ancient chronicle, cited as the
record of the invention by Wang-ti, has nothing to show that it
was then first invented, or that it had not previously been a well-
known resource of travelers. The chronicle sets forth simply
that Wang-ti, in a campaign against a formidable pretender to
the throne, at a time when the fogs were so dense as to throw
his troops into disorder, had such cars made in order that his
army might distinguish the four quarters, or cardinal points, so
that each division might occupy its proper position. This inter-

Caixese MAGNETIC CAR.

esting passage of the Wai-ki is cited in the “ Tung-Kian-Kang-
Mou,” or “ Grand Annals of China,” which also borrows from an-
other ancient chronicle an account of a diplomatic mission from
the Yue-chang-Chi, a nation occupying a part of the peninsula
of Malacca, to the Emperor Ching-Wang, 1,110 years before
Christ. v

“The Yue-Chang-Chi, who are to the south of Kiao-Chi”
(Anam), “sent three envoys, separately, with presents to the em-
peror, of white pheasants. They sent word at the same time
that as the distance was very great, and the country intersected
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with lofty mountains and deep rivers, a single envoy might not
reach the court, and that they judged it best to send three.

“Chiou-Kung (uncle and prime-minister of the emperor) re-
ceived the envoys and said : ‘If the benefits of our prince’s vir-
tue had not been widely diffused, he would not have received
this homage ; if his mode of government and his laws were not
known and approved everywhere, our prince would not have
counted these nations among. his vassals’ The envoys declared
the motive of their mission : ¢ The senate and the white-haired
old men of our country have come to the conclusion that, as
during three years, Heaven had sent neither furious winds nor
protracted rains; that, as there had been no convulsions inland
or inroads of the sea, a holy person must have appeared in the
Central Kingdom (China). Hence they send us, to present the
homage of our people.

“ Chiou-Kung then conducted them to the temple of the an-
cestors of the imperial family, and offered a solemn sacrifice be-
fore the images of the ancient kings. The embassy, on return-
ing to their own country, missed their way, whereupon Chiou-
Kung presented them with five traveling-cars, constructed to
show the south. The envoys of the Yue-Chang-Chi, traveling
by these cars, reached safely the sea-coast, which they followed as
far as the kingdoms of Fou-nan and Lin-y” (Gulf of Bengal),
“and reached home the year following. The cars which showed
the south were always driven in advance to show the way to
the company behind, and to let them know the position of the
four cardinal points.”

‘We also read that, when the emperor went out in state, the
procession was always headed by the magnetic car, which was
driven by the emperor’s master of the horse. To familiarize
the people with the four cardinal points was considered one of
the most important ends of state progress; and magnetic cars
were officially distributed to governors of provinces and the
great nobles.

But the magnetic car for long journeys was provided with
another ingenious contrivance—destined to measure and report
the distance traversed. By a sort of clock-work set in motion
by the wheels of the car, at the end of every league a fignre of a
man in wood, with a wooden mallet, was made to start out and
give a smart tap on a drum, and a wheel made one revolution.
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At the tenth revolution, another wooden manikin overhead rang
a bell.

Unhappily, in the year 223 before Christ, the Emperor Chi-
Wang-ti ordered all the historical monuments of legislation and
of the government and progress of the country to be collected
and burnt, with the view, not only of abolishing the ancient laws
and constitution, but of extinguishing the very memory of the
past. The application of this decree seems to have extended
beyond the writings—to their authors and students—for we find
that no less than five hundred men of letters who had concealed
themselves in the mountains were hunted out, and condemned,
together with their libraries and papers, to the flames.

The mischief was to a certain degree retrieved by this barba-
rian’s successor, who had all the books that had escaped the
flames carefully sought out, and surviving traditions committed
to writing. The works of Confucius (Kung-tze), and other re-
puted sacred books, were recovered ; but alas! the destruction
of records of art and science had been but too successful. Espe-
cially scanty are the records of navigation. There are, however,
preserved allusions to voyages to the mouths of the Indus, in
which the vessels are said to have been directed by the magnetic
needle pointing to the south. The “ You Kio Kou zu Kioung-
lin,” or, “The Garden of Red Jasper for Youth to rejoice
in the Treasures of Antiquity,” a sort of cyclopadia, attributes
to Choo-Kung, who lived 1,100 years before our era, the con-
struction of both magnetic cars and compasses. And the
“Grand Annals of China,” entitled “ Tung Kian Kang-mou,” in
relating the wars of the great Emperor Wang-ti, already men-
tioned, cite ancient authorities with which we are unacquainted,
to the effect that during his reign the compass, of which the
needle pointed to the south and the north, was in use, and that
by means of its indications of the quarters of the heavens, build-
ings were oriented, and merchants and travelers performed their
journeys. These are the sole passages in which the use of the
compass as such is expressly mentioned as in use at that remote
period, though it could not be doubted that, once the polarity of
the magnet known, as has been shown by the example of the
magnetic car, 8o ingenious a people would not fail in mechanical
appliances suited to the special circumstances and requirements
of each class ofﬁthe community. Indeed, the magnetic rod in
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the arm of a wooden figure was in all probability an elaboration
of an original mechanism, which must have been simpler and on
a smaller scale, as in the form of a magnetized needle made to
float on water or to move freely on a pivot. There is, then,
every reason to believe that the use of the compass in China is
of an antiquity more remote than the reign of Wang-ti, which,
as we have said, was about 2,700 years before the Christian era.

The instrument chiefly in use at that early period appears
to have been the water-compass, which we have already seen
in use by the Northmen and the Arabs. In a vase filled with
water the needle was made to float, supported by two reeds.

The following passage, from & curious and voluminous collec-
tion of facts and observations, of manners and usages, in North
and East Tartary, by Nicolaes Witsen, the celebrated Burgo-
master of Amsterdam, published about the middle of the last
century, shows that, down to a comparatively recent period,
the compass of this primitive type universal was still in use in
the Chinese waters. This extract, which has other statements
fitted to arrest attention, forms part of a chapter on the penin-
sula of the Corea, the land forming the east coast of the great
inland water called the Yellow Sea, on the northwestern part of
which is the Gulf of Pe-che-li and the mouth of the Pei-ho, on
whose banks stands Peking :

“ Het Buskruit, zoo wel als den Druk, is van voor duizend
jaer by hen, zoo zy zeggen, bekent geweest; gelijk als mede
het compas, hoewel van andere gadaente als hier te lande, want
zy bedienen zich slechts van een klein houtje voor scherp en
achter stomp, ’t geen in een tobbe waters werd geworpen, en dus
met de scherpe punt Zuyden wyst; na allen schyn zal daer bin-
nen de Magnetische kracht verborgen zyn. Acht streeken winds
weten zy te onderscheiden. De compassen zyn ook van twee
houtjes, kruiswys over malkander gelegt, daervan een der ein-
den ’t geen Zuyden wyst wat voornit stecht.”

“ Gunpowder and printing have been known to them, so they
say, above a thousand years: the same of the compass, though
of a somewhat different form to ours. They use only a small
bit of wood, sharp in front and blunt behind ; - this is placed in a
tub of water, and the sharp point points to the south, in all
probability from the magnetic force concealed therein. They dis-
tinguish eight points or rhumbs of winds. They have also com-
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passes composed of two pieces of wood laid over each other cross-
wise, of which one of the ends which shows the south projects.”

But the compass without water, in which the magnetic needle
rest on & pivot, is also very ancient in China. Theneedle rarely
exceeds an inch in length and not a line in thickness. It is sus-
pended with extreme delicacy and is singularly sensitive, that is,
it appears to move with the slightest movement of the box to
east or west, although in fact the magnet and the perfection
of the mechanism which contains it, consist in this, that the
needle is deprived of all movement, and remains constantly di-
rected to the same point of the heavens, whatever be the ra-
pidity with which the box of the compass may be turned, or the
other objects which surround it. This regularity of their com-
pass is the result of a Chinese invention. A band of thin cop-
per is placed about the centre of the needle and fixed by the -
edges on the outside of a small hemispheric cup, reversed, of the
same metal. This cup admits a pivot of steel, which comes from
a cavity made in a circular bit of cork or very light wood, which
forms the box of the compass. The surface of the cup and that
of the pivot are perfectly polished, so as to avoid any sort of fric-
tion. The edges of the cup are proportionably large, adding to
its weight, and act so that the cup tends to preserve the centre
of gravity in any and every situation of the compass. The cavity
in which the needle is thus suspended has a circular form, and
is only just sufficient to take the needle with the cup and pivot.
Over the cavity there is a thin piece of transparent tale, which
prevents the needle being affected by the outer air, while per-
mitting the observation of its slightest movement.

The small needle of the Chinese compass has a great advan-
tage over those which are used in Europe, with respect to the in-
clination toward the horizon, which in the European compasses re-
quires that one end should be heavier than the other to counter-
balance the magnetic attraction. But this inclination differing
in different parts of the world, the needle can be absolutely cor-
rect only in the place where the instrument was construcfed.
In the short and light needles suspended in the fashion of the
Chinese, the weight which is below the point of suspension is
more than sufficient to overcome the magnetic force of the in-
clination in every part of the globe. Thus these needles never
have any deviation in their horizontal position.
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The Chinese compass is, apart from the magnetic needle,
quite a work of art, representing a highly-elaborated system of
physics and astrology. Iu this sketch we can do no more than
give a rough notion of it; to enter into detailed explanation
would unduly tax the interest of our readers in Chinese habits
of thought and their antique learning, which however, at present
remote, will soon become one of the most interesting inquiries,
especially in America, whither the magnetic charm of political
equality and personal freedom, together with the bounteous gifts
of Nature, attract an exodus from every clime, of the stamina and
the hope of the nations.

The surface of the compass, outside the space in which the
needle performs its function, is divided into a great number of
concentric divisions, which are intersected by an infinity of lines
- in a direction from the centre to the circumference. The inner
circle contains the characters of the eight principal points, repre-
sented by animals, as in the signs of the zodiac. The second has
four-and-twenty compartments, representing the four-and-twenty
winds. In the third and fourth circles, the same number of com-
partments, with inscriptions having a moral and mystical import.
The fifth contains seventy-two compartments, twelve of which
remaining blank, the other sixty are filled with combinations of
the two cycles of twelve and of six. As a specimen of the-whole,
we will give one of the series of cyclical signs:

Ou, the Horse = South.
Wei, ¢« Sheep =S.3W.
Chin, “ Ape =8S.84W.

Yeou, “ Hen = West.
Siu, “ Dog =W.%N.
Hai, « Pig =W.$N.

Tsu, “ Rat = North.
Teheou, ¢ Ox =N.3%E.
In, “ Tiger = N.%E.

Mao, “ Hare = East.

Chin, ¢ Dragon = E. }8.
Szu, “ Serpent = E. $ S.
The sixth circle contains one hundred and twenty compart-

ments. The seventh, again, only twenty-four. The eighth con-
tains the sixty combinations before mentioned, with some slight
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variation. The ninth, tenth, and eleventh, are modified repe-
titions of the precedmg The twelfth clrc]e contains, in sixty
combinations, the names twelve times repeated of the five Chi- '
nese elements, combined with the five divisions of the year, the
five regions of the world, and the five principal colors. Thus:

Moo, Wood, Spring, East, Green.
Ho, Fire, Summer, South,  Red.
Too, Earth, Mid-year, Midst, Yellow.
Kin, Metal, Autumn,  West, ‘White.
Chooi,  Water, Winter, North, Black.

The thirtieth circle contains the three hundred and sixty
degrees of the twenty-eight celestial palaces (or the zodmc), con-
tained in the fifteenth circle.

The fourteenth contains the symbols of the foregoing.

The fifteenth circle contains the twenty-eight palaces of the
Chinese ecliptic, which are :

In the South :

1. Tsing, the Well, containing less than 30 degrees.
2. Kouei, “ Evil Genius, containing = 2§ ¢

3. Lico, “ Willow «“ 18 o«
4 Sing, ¢ Btar, containing more than 6  «
5. Chang, “ DBended Bow, « 1w«

6. ¥, “ Light, containing less than 20
7. Thin, ¢ Motion, ¢ more “ 18 «

In the West :
8. Khouei, the Seat [corporeal], containing 18 degrees.
9. Leoo, ¢ Vacuum, more than 12« ‘
10. We@, “ Stomach, containing 15«
11. Mao,  Pleiades, “ 11«
12. Py, “ End,. « 163 «
13. Tse, “ Beak, “ 33 «
14. Tzon, “ Addition, « 9 «
In the North :
15. Zeoo, the Bushel, contammg more than 22 degrees.
16. Neoo, “ Ox, T«

17. Neu, « Woman, « 11«
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18. Heu, “ Vanity, containing less than 9 ¢

19. Owues, “ Danger, « 16«

20. Chy, ¢ KEdifice, “ less than 18  «

21. Py, ¢« Wall, “ more than 9 ¢
In the East :

22. Kio, the Horn, containing more than 12 degrees.

23. Kang, “ Neck, «“ “ 9 «

24. 7%, ¢ Origin, less than 16  «
25. Fang, “ House, “ more than 5  «

26, Sin, ¢ Heart, “ 6 «
27. Wei, < Tail, “ 18 «
28. Ki,  BSieve, « 93 ©

Such, then, was the knowledge possessed in the earliest ages
of what is generally termed a comparatively modern invention ;
such were the facilities possessed by the ancients for making
long voyages, for crossing the wide ocean. We see no reason to
doubt, therefore, that they were as eminent in navigation as
history allows them to have been in other arts. The astrolabe,
somewhat similar in construction to the armillary sphere, but
more simple, found favor with the astrologers of the East in their
observations of the stars; as early as 150 B. c. we find it used
by the Egyptian astronomer Hipparchus.

Thus far we have shown a few of the many ¢ great modern
inventions” which were undoubtedly known to the ancients,”
and may we not justly infer that others were equally well known
which are not mentioned in the writings which have reached us,
or mention of which has been misconstrued. Does not the wise
and ancient author of the book of Job accurately describe the
art of printing in the exclamation : “ O that mine adversary had
written a book! . . . O that my words were now written! O
that they were printed in a book! That they were graven with
an iron pen and lead in the rock forever!”

Here are allusions to the arts of writing, printing, lithog-
raphy, stereotyping, and book - making, of which Bildad the

# Diodorus especially admires, among the many arts and inventions of the Egyp-
tians, their mode of rearing poultry by artificial heat; his minute description of the
process would enable any ordinary mechanic to proceed on the same principle; yet

the “ invention of rearing poultry by artificial means” has been patented in our day,
and extolled as one of the great proofs of progress in human intelligence.
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Shuhite asks no explanation; we may therefore infer that Job
was speaking of matters well understood.”

Addison tells us that Strada,” ¢ in one of his prolusions, gives
an account of a chimerical correspondence between two friends
by the help of a certain loadstone which had such virtue in it
that, if it touched two several needles, when one of the needles so
touched began to move, the other, though at never so great a dis-
tance, moved at the same time, and in the same manner.

“He tells us that the two friends, being each of them pos-
sessed of one of these needles, made a kind of dial-plate, inscrib-
ing it with the four-and-twenty letters, in the same manner as
the hours of the day are marked upon the ordinary dial-plate.
They then fixed one of the needles on each of these plates in
such a manner that it could move round without impediment, so
as to touch any of the four-and-twenty letters. Upon their sepa-
rating from one another into different countries, they agreed to
withdraw themselves punctually into their closets at a certain
hour of the day, and to converse with one another by means of
their invention.

¢ Accordingly, when they were some hundred miles asunder,
each of them shut himself up in his closet at the time appointed,
and immediately cast his eye upon the dial-plate. If he had a
mind to write any thing to his friend, he directed his needle to
every letter that formed the words which he had occasion for,
making a little pause at the end of every word or sentence, to
avoid confusion. The friend, in the mean while, saw his own
sympathic needle moving of itself to every letter which that of
his correspondent pointed at. By this means they talked to-
gether across the whole continent, and conveyed their thoughts
to one another in an instant, over cities or mountains, seas or
deserts.”

Allowing for slight incongruities and possible exaggerations
of one who, ignorant of the real nature of electricity, confounded
the properties of this phenomenon with those of the loadstone,
this anecdote embodies the whole system of telegraphing with
a dial-plate as it is now practised in some European countries.
It is far from improbable that friends in very early times may

% Job seems, moreover, to havea realizing sense of the awful advantages possessed

by a reviewer over the unfortunate enemy who should have written a book,
31 A writer of the sixteenth century.
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have used electricity (the existence of which was known in the
time of Thales) as a means of correspondence, and that electric tele-
graphing was known, if not universally, at least to the learned.
Yet, to this century is generally unhesitatingly ascribed the hon-
or of discovering it.

" 'We might multiply conjectures, and enumerate many intima-
tions we possess—some vague and shadowy, others amounting
almost to certainty—that the discoveries in science which we
boast of as modern, are only rediscoveries or revivals of quase,
forgotten knowledge of the ancients; though, owing to the de-
struction which time and the vandalism of man have effected,
proofs may never be sufficient to place this question beyond
doubt.

But, however hotly the scientific knowledge of the ancients
may be contested, there is one field of learning in which they
are avowedly unsurpassed, nay, unequaled—this is the wide
field of literature. ‘

No modern lyric is more rich in metaphor or passionate in lan-
guage than the Song of Solomon ; no poet has been more inspired
by the majesty of the Supreme Being, the beauties of the earth,
and the grandeur of the heavens; none has more pathetically
described grief, or more nobly the duties of the righteous man in
prosperity or adversity, than he who wrote the wonderful book
of Job. The Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, in their adaptation to
the wants of our own age, prove that, in the weakness and wis-
dom of human nature, at least, there is no new thing under the'
sun.

The poems of Homer, even translated into a less musical and
perfect language, thrill the heart to hear, and fire the soul of
many a school-boy with his first admiration for great and noble
deeds. Lessis known of this author than of many an inferior
genius; of his birthplace and parentage we are alike ignorant;
only, as we read those glorious pages, the dim vision of a blind
old man with flowing beard and majestic mien rises before us,
refuting the modern theory that they are not the inspiration
of one great genius, but the effusions of a dozen or more min-
strels. The “Iliad” and “ Odyssey,” written more than two
thousand years ago, are said to have been the first epic poems;
if so, epic poetry was perfect at its birth, so perfect that all sub- -
sequent epics, taking these two as their models, fall far short of
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them in excellence. In great things,” says Quintilian, “what
sublimity of expression; and, in little, what a justness and
propriety—diffusive and concise, pleasant and grave, admirable
both for his copiousness and brevity!”

The wisdom of Moses, the jurist and historian, is apparent,
whether he composed or selected his admirable laws ; that which
often appears trivial to the thoughtless shows wonderful knowl-
edge of what is injurious or beneficial to individuals and na-
tions.”

The more we study the literature and theology of that an-
cient people, the Hindoos, the more we are impressed by the pro-
found thought and wisdom displayed, the purity of the doctrines
enunciated, the high moral standard of excellence maintained, as
also the poetic language and imagery of their writings.”

# Take, for instance, the prohibition to eat swine’s flesh, which so often causes a
smile. There is a note in the Talmud stating that the use of this meat is forbidden on
account of the small insect which infests it. Late events, the fearful ravages of the
trichinge in Germany, and even in some parts of the United States, have shown the
wisdom of this law, particularly as enacted for the inhabitants of a warm climate.

8The general idea entertained of the religious belief and customs of the Hindoos
is but an erroneous one, thanks to the misinterpretations, perhaps not wholly uninten.
tional, of the earliest modern writers on the subject; they, as a rule, record only the
forms of superstitions which were erected upon the original pure foundation by a cor-
rupt and ambitious priestcraft, and which mark the decadence of the Hindoo religion
and people,

Later writers, the researches of such men as Schlegel, Colebrook, William Jones,
Strange, and the remarkable work of M. Jacolliot, “ La Bible dans I'Inde,” give us
a more just conception of this race, probably the parent of our own,

The original pure Hindoo religion recognized but one God (as did the sages of
Greece, in spite of its mythology). In the Vedas, the ancient sacred writings of the
Hindoos, which the learned declare to have been written more than three thousand
years before Christ, we find the Deity thus defined: ‘‘ He who exists by Himself,
who is in all, becauseall is in Him.” And, again, with surpassing majesty of thought ;
“ The Ganges flows—it is God ; the ocean roars—it is God ; the wind blows—it is
He; the cloud that thunders, the lightning that flashes—it is He. As from all
eternity the universe existed in the spirit of Brahma, so to-day is all that exists his
image.” Can we boast of any grandeur or more beautiful definition of Divine eter-
nity and omnipresence ?

To those who imagine the Brahminical religion ad instigating its votaries to put
faith in empty and absurd forms, rather than in worthy actions, let us quote a few
maxims from the teachings of Manou, the Hindoo philosopher and legislator, who can-
not have written less than four thousand years ago:

¢ Of all things pure, purity in the acquisition of riches is the best. He who preserves
purity in becoming rich, is really pure, and not he who is purified with earth and

“water.” (Will not the just and thoughtful applaud this maxim in the present age of
eorruption ?}—* As the body is purified by water, so is the spirit by truth.”—* Sound
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Five hundred and fifty years before our era, in a land of
which Columbus possessed but a mythical knowledge, and re-
garded as a realm of barbarous idolatry and wealth, Confucius
led men to admire and practise virtue for the sake of virtue only,
and laid the foundation for the high and enlightened moral civili-
zation which still distinguishes his disciples.*

doctrines and good works purify the soul. The intelligence is purified by knowledge.”
—*“ Science is uscless to & man without judgment, as & mirror to a blind man.”—*The
man who only appreciates the means, according as they conduce to his success, soon
loses his perception of the just, and of sound doctrines.”

Nor were the psychological ideas of the Hindoos less elevated than their morality
was pure. Chrishna taught: “The soul is the principle of life, which sovereign wis-
dom employed to animate bodies ; matter is inert and perishable, the soul thinks and
acts, and is immortal.” The profound pbilosophy of Greece, the theology of to-day,
has given us no better or more concise definition.—The elevation of woman, indis-
pensable to true civilization, was enjoined, her status and mission chivalrously defined,
in the Vedas: “ He who despises woman, despises his mother.”—* There is no crime
more odious than to persecute women, and take advantage of their weakness to de-
spoil them of their patrimony. When women are honored the divinities are content, but
where they are not honored all undertakings fail.” ‘ Women should be shielded with
fostering solicitude by their fathers, their brothers, their husbands, and the brothers
of their husbands, if they hope for prosperity.”

¥ That morality and a wise conception of the same belong especially to no sect,
time, or people, is evidenced by the fact that the Golden Rule of Christianity, beauti-
ful and comprehensive, was thus laid down by Confucius five hundred years before
the birth of Christ: “What you do not like when done to yourself, do not do to
others.” “In the way of the superior man there are four things, to none of which have
I as yet attained: To serve my father as I would require my son to serve me; to
serve my elder brother as I would require my younger brother to serve me; to serve
my prince as I would require my minister to serve me; to set example in behaving
to a friend as I would require him to behave to me.”—(* Doctrine of the Just Mean,”
chapter xiii.) The whole of this chapter is replete with wisdom, and is dictated by a
calm, elevated philosophy, teaching men that virtue consists in doing their duty con-
scientiously in whatever situation they may be placed. ¢ The superior man,” we read,
“can find himself in no situation in which he is not himself. He does not murmur
against Heaven, nor grumble against men. Thus it is that the superior man is quiet
and calm, waiting for the appointments of Heaven, while the mean man walks in dan-
gerous paths, looking for lucky occurrences.” Resignation to Divine will and philo-
sophic moderation are here forcibly enjoined. It is to be regretted that the translation
of Confucius (of which we here make use) by the Rev. James Legge, is made with
the avowed object of lessening the fame of the great philosopher, and the credit of his
followers, by placing in an unfavorable light the moral doctrines of this most enlight-
ened Chinese school; and it is to be feared that sectarian partiality may have allowed
itself, here and there, to misinterpret sentiments, particularly as these are expressed
in a language every word of which is susceptible of several interpretations. Never-
theless, it has been impossible for the translator to conceal the wisdom and sublimity,
blended with sound practical sense, of the teachings inculcated on the Chinese by their
beloved master. The following, selected at random from the Analects, may serve as an
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Philosophy, the pure teachings of morality, have never since
flourished as in the days when Socrates taught the doctrine of
the immortality of the soul, which his disciple Plato developed
to a still higher spiritualism. The teachings of these and the
whole school of great philosophers who flourished long ago, con-
tain all the requisites for making men good and nations pros-
perous.

History was well understood by the ancients. Herodotus
is styled the father of that useful branch of literature, not, we
may reasonably suppose, because he was the first historian, but
because his writings are the first treating on that subject only
which have come down to us complete; as also, no doubt, on ac-
count of the inimitable style he employed in his narratives, sim-
ple, picturesque, and vivid in description, which, as he recited
them beneath the blue skies of Greece during the excitement of
the Olympic games, brought the far-off countries through which
he had traveled, and their inhabitants, before the minds of his
enthusiastic listeners. If we reflect upon the fact that most of
the ancient historians found time, amid the toils and occupations

example of the system: *The superior man in every thing considers righteousness to
be essential. He performs it according to the rules of propriety. He brings it forth
in humility. He completes it in sincerity. This is indeed a superior man.”—* The
master said, ¢ Alas| there is no one that knowsme!’ Tsze-Kung said: ‘What do you
mean by thus saying that no one knows you?’ The master replied: ‘Ido not mur-
mur against Heaven, I do not grumble against men. My studies lie low, my penetra-
tion rises high. But there is Heaven—that knows me.’ ”"—*I will not be concerned at
men’s not knowing me, I will be concerned at my own want of ability.”—* The wise
man is correctly firm, not firm merely.”—* He who exercises government by means
of his virtue may be compared to the north polar star, which keeps its place, and all
the stars turn toward it.”—* Learning without thought is labor lost, thought without
learning is perilous.”—* The master said : ‘ Yew, shall I teach you what knowledge
is? When you know a thing, to hold that you know it, and when you do not know
a thing, to allow that you do not know it. This is knowledge.’”—* They who know
the truth are not equal to those who love it, and they who love it, are not equal to
those who find delight in it.”—* Now the man of perfect virtue, wishing to be estab-
lished himself, seeks also to establish others ; wishing to be enlarged himself, he seeks
al80 to enlarge others. To be able to judge of others by what is nigh in ourselves, this
may be called the art of virtue.”—* Let the will be set on the path of duty, let per-
fect virtue be accorded with, let relaxation and enjoyment be found in the polite arts.”
—*“ In language it is simply required that it convey its meaning.”—* Fine words and
an insinuating appearance are seldom associated with virtue.”

What exalted doctrines are these! What wisdom and observation of human
nature are displayed, and withal what modesty! ‘To this I have not attained,” says
the sage of his golden rule; and, again, “ A transmitter and not a maker, believing in
and loving the ancients, I may compare myself to our old P’ang.”
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of the soldier or of the statesman, to leave such valuable records
to posterity ; that Xenophon, the Hebrew Josephus, Julius Ceesar,
etc., were distinguished warriors as well as eminent writers, it
may be conceded that human intellect has not much advanced
since those times.— The treasury of remedies for the soul” was
inscribed over the entrance of the library of Osymandias at
Thebes three thousand years ago, and who to day will invent a
more apt and beautiful definitionf We pride ourselves on our
common-school system, yet find it recorded of Charondas, law-
giver of Catania, who lived five hundred years before our era:
“ He made another law, better than these, and neglected by the
older legislators—for he enacted that all the sons of the cit-
izens should be instructed in letters, the city paying the salaries
of the teachers. Forhe held that the poor, not being able to pay
their teachers from their own property, would be deprived of the
most valuable discipline.”

The learning of the East was transferred to Europe, especial-
ly to Spain, by the Arabs. The Caliph Almanzor, early in the
ninth century of our era, turned his attention from religious
learning and warlike exploits, to profane science. He culti-
vated astronomy withardor. Hissuccessor, Al-Mamoun, by means
of agents in Constantinople, Syria, and Egypt, caused many of
the great scientific works of Greece to be collected. These were
translated by his order, and his subjects enjoined to study them
with the assurance that the elect of God are they who best im-
prove their mental faculties, and that teachers of wisdom are the
light of the world. A subordinate officer donated two hundred
thousand pieces of gold to found a school in Bagdad, and endowed
the same with an annual revenue of fifteen thousand dinars. The
learning of the Greeks and Arabs overspread the East. The Om-
miades of Spain caught the ardor; Bagdad and Cordova became
names synonymous with that of Athens in the days of her glory ;
great libraries were collected, both public and private. We read
of a doctor who declined an invitation to reside at the court of
Bokhara because the transportation of his library alone would re-
quire four hundred camels. That of the Fatimites numbered one
hundred thousand manuscripts elegantly translated and beautifully .
bound. Free access to these was given to the students of Cairo,
while in Spain the Ommiades possessed a library of six hundred
thousand volumes, forty-four of which were employed in the cata-
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logue alone. Cordova, Malaga, Almeria, and Murcia, boasted of
more than three hundred writers, and nearly one hundred public
libraries were open in Andalusia. The writings of the Grecian
sages appeared in the Arabic, in which language only, many have
been preserved to us. The Caliph Al-Mamoun supplied costly in-
struments for astronomical observation. Twice his mathematicians
correctly measured a degree of the earth’s circle, and determined
that our globe was twenty-four thousand miles in circumference.

Such was the learning of the Arabs, a people who enlightened
Spain for hundreds of years, and were only driven from that
country immediately before Columbus sailed on his first voyage.
They cannot have failed during all those years to impart some of
their knowledge to the Spaniards, yet we are informed by histo-
rians who have the air of believing their assertion, however im-
probable it may appear when tested by reason, that the learned
men of Salamanca, convoked to hear Columbus propound his
“startling theory,” treated with ridicule the idea of the eartl’s
being spherical.

What are the proofs we possess that the knowledge of the
ancients was incomplete? Imperfect globes, defective maps,
errors in the statements found in ancient MSS., as they have
reached us—these are cited as evidence of the ignorance of the
past. It should be remembered that a desire to impress the
young with an idea of our own importance, has induced many to
select the defects of a particular age or country as proofs of its
real status ; the vainglorious author, finding among the ancients
two works, one containing correct views touching the form of
our earth, the other declaring it to be flat, would too often con-
tent himself with holding up the latter as evidence of ancient
ignorance and modern progress. In what light may we not be
placed centuries hence? It will only be necessary for some
curious antiquary to deposit in one of the museums a few flint
arrow-heads collected from the fields, or one of the Pembina
carts ™ which for the last thirty years have annually borne the
merchants and merchandise of Prince Rupert’s Land to the city
of St. Paul, for coming generations to declare that Americans in
the nineteenth century were ignorant of the use of metals!

¥ These carts, caravans of which often number as many as a hundred and fifty,

are manufactured entirely of wood and green hide; not a particle of metal enters their
composition ; even the linchpin is of wood.
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Is it not time that a more just, generous, and reasonable spirit
pervade the civilization of our age? that, while we glory and de-
light in the great deeds of our race and age, we do not consider
that great deeds belong to them alone? that, while eagerly seck-
ing after knowledge and enacting laws to impart it, we do not
imagine, and thereby prove gross ignorance, that knowledge is
our special inheritance, and that the people of the past were less
favored by their Creator than are we ¢

The Hindoo philosopher Narada, reputed to have lived before
the Deluge, reasons thus : ¢ Never resort to the argument, ¢I do
not know this, therefore it is false” We must study to know,
know to comprehend, and comprehend to judge.”

This is the proper spirit ; heroes and scholars are not less
heroic or learned because others as great as they have preceded
them, nor will it dim the lustre of the present to be just to the
memory of the past.



CHAPTER III.
THE NORTHMEN IN AMERICA.

WhHiLE the greater part of Europe was plunged in the intel-
lectual darkness which pervaded the middle ages, while the
monk in his cloister toiled laboriously during a lifetime to per-
petuate some one work of saintly or classic lore, and the masses
were ignorant, superstitious, the slaves of feudal lords and barons
scarcely less ignorant than themselves, a people flourished in the

LANDING oF THE NOETHMEN.

extreme north, with whom enterprise and freedom were neither
dead nor stagnant, who possessed scientific knowledge and ap-
plied the same to practical purposes; a people simple, fearless,
and energetic, republicans in practice if not in name, with whom
chieftains were the fathers and protectors of their followers, shar-
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ing their perils and respecting their rights; a pagan people in-
deed, worshipers of Odin and Thor, believers in the joys of
Walhalla, yet doers of deeds so noble as to be worthy the most
enlightened Christian : such were the Northmen ; such their sim-
ple records, which bear every impress of truth, prove them to
have been. Issuing from an Asiatic hive, they early overran
Norway and Sweden ; their language, the old Danish or Dinsk
tunga, is now only preserved in Iceland, which they colonized in
the year 875 ; in 985 they rediscovered and colonized Greenland ;
the same year the American Continent proper was discovered by
them, and, during the first years of the eleventh century, they
made thither frequent voyages, residing, for periods of several
years, at different times, in what is now called New England.
To this they were actuated by motives far different from those
of Columbus: they did not come in search of gold or slaves, but
to gather by industry the natural products of the land, carrying
on therewith a flourishing trade between the continent, Green-
land, Iceland, and Norway. No absurd visions of untold wealth,
no dreams of Ophir, haunted their brain ; nor did they seek by
false representations to inveigle others into bearing all the bur-
dens, while they should reap all the profits, of their expeditions;
they were the worthy pioneers of European settlement on our
shores ; a hardy race, counting on their own labor to develop
the natural resources of the lands they discovered.

The voyages made by the Northmen to America are recorded
in the Sagas or ancient Icelandic records, manuscripts of un-
doubted authenticity, and of a date far anterior to Columbus.

The settlement of Greenland by them undoubtedly took
place; allusions to it and the colonies formed there are con-
stantly occurring in Norse or Icelandic records. Letters and
learning flourished in Iceland when the rest of Europe was in-
tellectually stagnant ; histories and annals are therefore copious.
Thelast bishop was appointed to Greenland in 1406, when the
colony consisted of two hundred and eighty settlements, all of
which evidently became extinct ; at what time after communica-
tion with the parent-country ceased, or from what causes, is not
known, yet few acquainted with history will doubt their having
existed. Once in Greenland, this continent was nearer the set-
tlers than their fatherland : it would have been difficult for them
not to discover it. Indeed, throughout Icelandic chronicles and
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history, there are constant allusions to this discovery. In a geo-
graphical treatise called “ Description of the Whole Earth,” writ-
ten toward the end of the thirteenth century, we read : “ England
and Scotland are one island ; but each is a separate kingdom.
Ireland is a great island. Iceland is also a greatisland north of
Ireland. All these countries are situated in that part of the
world called Europe. Next to Denmark is lesser Sweden ; then is
(Eland, then Gottland, then Helsingeland, then Vermeland, and
the two Kvendlands, which lie north of Biarmeland. From Biarme-
land stretches desert land toward the north, until Greenland be-
gins. South of Greenland is Helluland ; next is Markland, from
thence it 18 not far to Vinland the good, which some think goes
out to Africa.” We thus see that the geographical knowledge
of the Scandinavians, not only with regard to Europe, but also
touching the position of the new continent, was correct. As to
their supposition that Vinland extended to Africa, it is an
avowed hypothesis, and, at any rate, but a small error, compared
to Columbus’s persistent declaration that the island of Cuba was
Asia.

Thanks to the eminent labors of Prof. Rafn, the Icelandlc
histories of pre-Columbian discoveries in Amenca have become
well known to the curious; while, through the more accessible
works of Toulmin Smith, Beamish, and last, but not least, De
Costa, the general reader has been convinced of the fact, which
is now no longer disputed, that the Northmen were the first
modern discoverers of this continent. This fact is now so gen-
erally conceded, and stands upon so sure a foundation of almost
contemporaneous documents, that argument is happily not
needed to establish the justness of the Northmen’s claims; it
will only be necessary for us to give a brief synopsis of these
early histories, and note here and there the contrast existing be-
tween the spirit which animated the semi-pagan people on the
one hand, and the bigoted devotee Columbus on the other, to
prosecute their discoveries ; this contrast redounds by no means
to the credit of the latter.

We shall not here dwell upon the intellectual and commercial
activity which early characterized the Northmen, save to ob-
serve that they were sufficient to render the discovery of Amer-
ica by them a natural consequence of their ever-extending voy-
ages and explorations. Between Norway and Iceland, Iceland

6
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and Ireland, there were communication and traffic ; the people of
the latter island were further advanced in civilization than their
neighbors the Britons. Tacitus tells us of Ireland that * the ap-
proaches and harbers are better known ” (than those of Britain),
“ by reason of commerce and the merchants.” The Northmen,
we have seen, possessed the magnetic compass ; they were particu-
larly remarkable as a seafaring people. 'When they had reached
Iceland, the distance to Greenland was comparatively trifling ; a
passage thence to America, a natural sequence of their westward
course. In recording their voyages, we shall not attempt labo-
riously to explain the identity of .each place described by the
Northmen—this has already been done by Rafn ; we shall only
quote the result of his labors. Slight possible flaws in his iden-
tification have been pointed out by De Costa, but the main fact,
that the lands discovered were those portions of America extend-
ing from Labrador to Florida, is admitted by all who have
studied the records, who agree that they describe with wonder-
ful accuracy the aspect and products of that region, and that such
accuracy, it is scarcely needful to say, cannot be the result of
chance, nor the descriptions have been written for other lands.
Circumstantial evidence, scientific proof, of this are exhausted by
Rafn in his “ Antiquitates American®,” to which comprehen-
sive work we refer the reader, should he still be disposed to
doubt that the following narratives are proofs of pre-Coluinbian
exploration and settlement in America.

Eric the Red had, in the spring of 986 A. p., emigrated to
Greenland from Iceland, and there:formed a settlement. One
of his followers was Heriulf, whose son Biarne was absent on
a voyage to Norway at the time of his departure. Biarne had
always made a point of spending the winter with his father ; on
his return to Iceland, he determined that this winter should
form no exception to his rule, and that he would follow Heriulf
to the land whither he had traveled, a somewhat arduous under-
taking, as he possessed no chart or directions save that the new
settlement lay to the westward. ¢ He was,” we read, “a prom-
ising young man. In his earliest youth he had a desire to go
abroad, and he soon gathered property and reputation, and was
by turns a year abroad and a year with his father. Biarne was
soon in possession of a merchant-ship of his own.” When
Biarne returned with his ship from his Norway expedition, he
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would not unload, but said to his crew, “I will steer for Green-
land if ye will go with me.” They one and all agreed to go
with him. Biarne said, “ Our voyage will be thought foolish,
as none of us have been on the Greenland sea before.”

" They set sail and encountered continuous northerly winds
which drove them southward ; the fog became so dense as to con-
ceal the surrounding ocean. When the weather at length cleared
they found themselves in sight of a land plentifully wooded and
gently undulated ; this, however, Biarne concluded could not be
Greenland, as it varied greatly from the descriptions of that coun-
try which had been given him. He therefore left it to the lar-
board, and, sailing two days, saw another land, flat and woody ;
the wind was now southwest; they passed a third land, moun-
tainous and covered with glaciers ; this they coasted sufficiently to
find that it was an island, but did not go ashore. They now stood
out to sea, & strong southwest wind still prevailing, which brought
them, after four days’ swift sailing, to Greenland, and to the very
cape where Heriulf had settled. This was the first discovery of
America by the Northmen. Like the discovery of the West
Indies by the pilot Sanchez, it was the result of chance, but the
chance was itself the result of hardy enterprise. Biarne started
from Iceland in search of Greenland, of which he only knew by
hearsay ; driven south, he discovered instead America. The nar-
rative which records his voyage describes accurately the points
upon which he touched, which, it has been agreed, were: first,
Cape Cod ; second, Nova Scotia ; third, Newfoundland. Biarne’s
impatience to rejoin his father before the winter set in, caused
him to neglect any exploration of the lands he thus accidentally
visited. For this he was censured by his countrymen ; they could
hardly understand his refraining from becoming acquainted with
the new country and its products. The spirit of discovery was
then rife with the Northmen.

Leif, son of Eric the Red, bought Biarne’s ship, equipped
and manned it with a crew of thirty men ; one of these was
Tyrker, “ a man from the south,” probably a German, who had
long been a retainer of Eric, and was much attached to Leif
from his boyhood. When all was ready, the latter besought
his father to become the commander of the expedition. Eric at
first declared himself to be too old for the undertaking, but
yielded finally to the solicitations of his son. As he rode down
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to the ship his horse stumbled and threw him, disabling his foot.
“Tt is destined,” said he, ¢ that I should never discover more
lands than this Greenland on which we live.” He remained
therefore at home, and Leif commanded the ship. The above
incident, simply related, and Biarne’s devotion and eagerness to
rejoin his father, give us a pleasant knowledge of the love and
respect which existed among the Northmen between father and
son, even when the latter had attained to manhood. Leif pur-
chasing his ship from Biarne (the avowed though accidental dis-
“coverer of the lands), organizing, and defraying the expenses of
the expedition, then modestly desiring that his father, not him-
self, should be its chief, contrasts strongly with Columbus, who
entirely concealed the source whence he derived his information,
resorted to fraud and false promises to obtain his equipment,
and finally insisted, as only the little-minded can insist, upon
being vested with sounding titles and surrounded by puerile ob-
sequiousness.

Leif set sail in the year 1000 A. p. to revisit the lands seen
by Biarne ; he first reached the island which the latter had coast-
ed. He said: 1t shall not be said of us, as it was of Biarne, that
we did not come upon the land; for I will give the country a
name, and call it Helluland ” (%ella, a stone). They went on
‘board again, and put to sea, and reached another land. Sailing
toward it, they put out a boat, and landed. * This country. was
flat and woody, surrounded by cliffs, and a low shore of white
sand; they called it Markland (Woodland).” Thence they
sailed two days, with a northeast wind, and came to an island
which lay eastward of the main-land, and entered a channel,
which separated the island from the main-land promontory.
Sailing westward, they came to a river, which flowed from a lake
into the sea; they entered the river, and thence the lake, in
which they cast anchor. This was evidently Mount-Hope Bay,
which they reached by Pocasset River and Seaconnet Passage.
On the shores they constructed huts, or booths, for temporary
shelter, but, upon determining to spend the winter there, they
enlarged their quarters and built houses. The place was called
Leifsbiider (Zeif’s Booths).

“The country appeared to them of so good a kind that it
would not be necessary to gather fodder for the cattle for winter.
There was no frost in winter, and the grass was not much with-
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ered. Day and night were more equal than in Greenland and
Iceland ; for, on the shortest day, the sun was in the sky be-
tween Eyktarstadr and the Dagmalstadr.” *

‘When the houses were completed, Leif divided his men into
two companies, one of which kept watch at the settlement while
the other explored the surrounding country. He shared alike
with his men, accompanying them in their explorations one day,

- and the next remaining at home. He enjoined them not to sepa-
rate, nor to extend their travels too far. He is described in the
narrative as “a stout, strong man, and of manly appearance ; and
was besides a prudent and sagacious man in all respects.”

One day the exploring party returned, and it was found that
Tyrker, the German, was missing ; Leif, much concerned, immedi-
ately started with twelve men in search of him, but had not pro-
ceeded far when they met him. ¢ Leif soon perceived that his
foster-father was quite merry. Tyrker had a high forehead,
sharp eyes, with a small face, and was little in size, and ugly;
but was very dexterous in all feats. Leif said to him: ¢ Why
art thou so late, my foster-father ; and why didst thou leave thy
comrades?’ He spoke at first long in German, rolled his eyes
and knit his brows; but they could -not make out what he was
saying. After a while, and some delay, he said in Norse: ‘I
did not go much farther than they, and yet I have something
altogether new to relate, for I have found vines and grapes.’
¢Is that true, my foster-father’ said Leif. ¢Yes, true it is,
answered he, ¢ for I was born where there was no scarcity of
grapes.” ” Tyrker, far away from his fatherland, which he had
probably not seen since childhood, was evidently moved to strange

% Rafn thus explains this passage :  In Vineland the sun rose, on the shortest day,
at the beginning of Dagmal, and set at the close of Eykt. As the ancient Northrmen
divided the horizon into eight grand compartments, called d#ir, so they also made a
corresponding octuple division of the solar day into aliquot parts, called eyktir, each
of which was consequently equal to three hours. Sladr signifies limit, or boundary,
and, when used in reference to the rising and setting of the sun, it denotes, in the
morning, the commencement, and, in the evening, the close of the Eykt. Dagmalstadr
is, therefore, half-past seven o’clock a. ., and Eyktarstadr half-past four p. M. The
sun therefore rose at half-past seven o’clock and set at half-past four on the shortest
day, which was consequently nine hours long. This circumstance gives for the lati-
tude of the place 41°24' 10”. The latitude of Seaconnet Point and of the south
point of Conannicut Island is 41° 26’, and of Point Judith 41° 28’, which three head-
lands bound the entrances to what is now called Mount-Hope Bay, and which was doubt-
less called Hopevatn by the ancient Northmen.” '
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emotion at the sight of vines such as grew around the home of
his earliest recollections. This episode and the simplicity with
which it is narrated, is, as Mr. De Costa Jjustly claims, “ a stroke
of genuine nature, something that a writer, framing the account
of a fictitious voyage, would not dream of.” It is well known
that grapes formerly grew wild in great abundance in the vicin-
ity of Mount-Hope Bay, hence the names Martha’s Vineyard and
Vineyard Sound.

Henceforth, the occupation of Leif and his companions was
twofold—felling and hewing timber, and gathering grapes. Leif
called the land Vineland. In the spring they sailed with a fair

GRAPES DISCOVERED BY THE N;)m.

wind for Greenland. When, in sight of land, Leif steered to the
windward, his men inquired the reason ; he replied, “ I mipd my
helm, and tend to other things too. Do you see any thing $”
They said they saw nothing remarkable. Leif replied that he
saw something which was either a ship or a rock; on exami-
nation, the crew pronounced it a rock. “But he saw so much
better than they, that he discovered men upon the rock. ¢Now
I will,’ said Leif, ¢ that we hold to the wind, that we may come
up to them if they should need help ; and, if they should not be
friendly inclined, it is in our power to do as we please, and not
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theirs” Now they sailed under the rock, lowered their sails,
cast anchor, and put out another small boat which they had with
them. Then Tyrker asked who their leader was. He said his
name was Thorer, and that he was a Northman. ¢But what is
your name ¢’ said he. Leif told his name. ¢Are you the son
of Eric the Red of Brattahlid?’ he asked. Leif said that was
so. ‘Now I will, said Leif, ¢ take ye and all on board my ship,
and as much of the goods as the ship will store” They took up
this offer, and sailed away to Ericfiord with the eargo, and
thence to Brattahlid, where they unloaded the ship. Leif offered
Thorer and his wife Gudrid, and three others, lodging with him-
self, and offered lodging elsewhere for the rest of the people,
both of Thorer’s crew and his own. Leif took fifteen men from
the rock, and thereafter was called Leif the Fortunate. After
that time, Leif advanced greatly in wealth and consideration.
That winter sickness came among Thorer’s people, and he him-
self and a great part of his crew died.”

Though Leif had explored a portion of the country, and
could not, therefore, share the reproach which Biarne had in-
curred, there was an evident opinion among his countrymen that
further exploration should be made.

Leif had been baptized in Norway at the suggestion and so-
licitation of King Olaf, about the year 999. In the following
year he first introduced Christianity into Greenland. Old Eric the
Red does not, however, seem to have taken kindly to the new
creed, for we find it recorded of him that, when the people called
his son Leif the Fortunate, he said; ¢These two things went
against one another; that Leif had saved the crew of the ship,
and delivered them from death, and that he had brought that
bad man into Greenland ; that is what he called the priest.” We
read, however, that the old man was, after much urging, baptized.
He died soon after Leif’s return from Vinland (1001); the latter,
therefore, assumed his father’s place at the head of the Brattah-
lid settlement, and it was his brother Thorwald who, in the
spring of 1002, sailed to prosecute his discoveries. For this pur-
pose he lent Thorwald his vessel and gave him ample instructions.
It is likely that the Northmen made observations and charts
during their voyages, which were sure guides to those who fol-
lowed them; their knowledge of the compass would enable them
to do this, and facts go far to prove that they availed themselves
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of the ability. Leif first reached Newfoundland, the most north-
erly and last point seen by Biarne. He does not touch upon
other lands, as he most likely would have done had his instruc-
tions been vague (as Biarne himself did when sailing for Green-
land with nothing but description to gnide him). He next visited
Markland (Nova Scotia), which was the second seen by Biarne,
and lastly Vinland, which was in the vicinity of the first point
of land Biarne’s expedition had sighted. These were evidently
the points he made for, and he found them without difficulty.
Now Thorwald, sailing by Leif’s chart, makes immediately for
Leifsbiidir, touching at no intervening points (at least no men-
tion is made of his having done so) till he reached the bay.
Here he staid two winters, making Leifsbiidir headquarters, and
gending thence exploring parties. One of these went south in
the ship’s boat, how far we are not able to determine, as the de-
tails of Thorwald’s expedition are more meagre than those of the
other narratives, owing no doubt to the death of the chief before
returning to Greenland. In the year 1004 Thorwald set out in
his large ship to explore northward, encountering bad weather
when opposite a cape (evidently the extreme point of Cape
Cod); and, the keel of his ship being damaged, he said to his
companions, ¢ We will stick up the keel here npon the ness,” and
call the place Kialarness” (Keel Promontory), ¢ which they did.”
The ship being repaired, they sailed east to a point of land cov-
ered with trees, said to be Point Alderton, below Boston. When
they had landed, Thorwald said: “Here it is beautiful; and I
would willingly set up my abode here.”

Soon after they were attacked by hostile Skreellings (natives).
¢ Then,” said Thorwald, ¢ we shall put up our war-screens along
the gunwales, and defend ourselves as well-as we can, but not
use our weapons much against them.”

“ They did so accordingly. The Skreellings shot at them for
a while, and then fled away as fast as they could. Then Thor-
wald asked if any one was wounded, and they said nobody was
hurt. He said: ‘I have a wound under the arm. An arrow
flew between the gunwale and the shield, under my arm; here
is the arrow, and it will be my death-wound. Now I advise you
to make ready with all speed to return ; but ye shall carry me to
the point which I thought would be so convenient for a dwelling.

" The Northmen called all points of land, or promontories, ness,
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It may be that it was true what I said, that here would I dwell
for a while. Ye shall bury me there, and place a cross at my
head and one at my feet, and call the place Crossness.””

Having obeyed these last instructions, his companions re-
turned to Leifsbiidir, spent the winter in loading their ships, and
returned in the spring, ¢ bringing heavy tidings to Leif.”

Thorstein Ericson hearing the fate of his brother Thorwald,
determined to bring his body from Vinland to Greenland. He
equipped the same vessel and set sail, accompanied by his wife
Gudrid, but his expedition was unfortunate, and he returned to
Greenland without reaching any of the lands his brothers had
visited.. He died that winter.

During the next summer (1006) two ships came from Iceland,
one of which was commanded by Thorfinn Karlsefne, a man of
wealth and illustrious birth, his ancestors being noble Danes,
Norwegians, Swedes, Irish, and Scotch, some of them kings or
of royal descent ; the other was commanded by Biarne Grimoli-,
son and Thorhall Gamlason. Each ship had a crew of forty men.

¢ Leif and other people rode down to the ships, and friendly
exchanges were made. The captains requested Leif to take
whatever he desired of their goods. Leif, in return, entertained
them well, and invited the principal men of both ships to spend
the winter with him at Brattahlid. The merchants accepted his
invitation with thanks. Afterward their goods were moved to
Brattahlid, where they had every entertainment they could de-
sire ; therefore their winter-quarters pleased them much. When
the ‘Yulefeast began, Leif was silent and more depressed than
usual. Then Karlsefne said to Leif: ¢ Are you sick, friend Leif?
you do not seem to be in your usumal spirits. You have enter-
tained us liberally, for which we desire to render you all the ser-
vice in our power. Tell me what it is that ails you.’ ¢You
have received what I have been able to offer you’ said Leif, ¢in
the kindest manner, and there is no idea in my mind that yon
have been wanting in courtesy ; but I am afraid lest, when you
go away, it may be said that you never saw a Yule-feast so
meanly celebrated as that which draws near, at which you will
be entertained by Leif of Brattahlid.” ¢That shall never be the
case, friend,’ said Karlsefne; ¢ we have ample stores in the ships;
take of these what you wish, and make a feast as splendid as you
please.” Leif accepted the offer, and the Yule began; and so
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well were Leif’s plans made, that all were surprised that such a
rich feast could be prepared in so poor a country. After the
Yule-feast, Karlsefne began to treat with Leif as to the marriage
of Gudrid . ... and in the end it turned out that Karlsefne mar-
ried Gudrid (widow of Thorstein Ericson), and their wedding
was held at Brattahlid, this same winter.

“ The conversation often turned, at Brattahlid, on the discov-
ery of Vinland the Good, and they said that a voyage there had
great hope of gain. And, after this, Karlsefne and Snorre made
ready for going on a voyage there the following spring. Biarne
and Thorhall Gamlason, before mentioned, joined him with a
ghip ” (1007). .

The first land this joint expedition reached after the isle of
Disco, which they called Biarney, or Bear Jsland, was evidently
some part of Labrador. They found on it great stones and many
foxes ; they named it Helluland it Mikla, or Stony-land the Great,
to distinguish it from Newfoundland, which Leif had first named
Helluland, and which they now called Helluland it Litla (the
Little). The description in the ancient narrative is said to an-
swer perfectly to the aspect of that region. Sailing southward
a day and a night, they came to a land covered with woodss in
which were many wild animals. This was Nova Scotia, which
in 1501 will be called Tierra Verde, or Greenland, on account
of these same forests, by Don Gaspar de Corte Real, and which
Leif had already appropriately named Markland (Woodland).
They then came to an island supposed to be Sable Island, where
they killed a bear. Thence they reached Kialarness (Cape Cod),
and saw the keel which Thorwald had there set up. The shores
of this cape, long and barren wastes of sand, stretching along the
coast to an apparently endless extent, they named Furdus-
strandir (Wonderful Shores), ¢ because they seemed so long pass-
ing by.” The coast then became indented with coves, and they
ran the ship into a bay, whither they directed their course.
“King Olaf had given Leif two Scots, a man named Haki, and
awoman named Hekia; they were swifter of foot than wild
animals. These were in Karlsefne’s ship. And when they had
passed beyond Wonder-strand, they put these Scots ashore, and
told them to run over the land to the southwest, three days, and
discover the nature of the land, and then return. They had a
kind of garment that they called kiafal, that was so made that a
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hat was on top, and it was open at the sides, and no arms;
fastened between the legs with a button and strap, otherwise
they were naked. When they returned, one had in his hand a
bunch of grapes, and the other an ear of corn. They went on
board, and afterward the course was obstructed by another bay.
Beyond this bay was an island, on each side of which was a
rapid current, that they called the Zsle of Currents (Straumey).”

This island was probably Nantucket, which was evidently at
one time united with Martha’s Vineyard. The name they gave
it shows that they possessed knowledge of the Gulf Stream. On
this island, we read : “ There was so great a number of cider-
ducks there, that they could hardly step without treading on
their eggs. They called this place ¢Stream Bay.’ This was
Buzzard’s Bay ; the eggs were probably those of the gull which -
still frequents that part in great numbers. Here we are told
they brought their ship to anchor, and prepared to stay. They
had with them all kinds of cattle. The situation of the place
was pleasant, but they did not care for any thing except to ex-
plore the land. Here they wintered, without sufficient food.
The next summer (1008), failing to catch fish, they began to
want food. Then Thorhall the hunter disappeared. .

“They found Thorhall, whom they sought three days, on
the top of a rock, where he lay breathing, blowing tbrough his
nose and mouth, and muttering. They asked why he had gone
there. He replied that this was nothing that concerned them.
They said that he should go home with them, which he did.
Afterward a whale was cast ashore in that place, and they as-
sembled and cut it up, not knowing what kind of a whale it was,
they boiled it with water, and devoured it, and were taken
sick ; then Thorhall said: ‘Now you see that Thor is more
prompt to give aid than your Christ. This was cast ashore as a
reward for the hymn which I composed to my patron Thor, who
rarely forsakes me.” When they knew this, they cast all the re-
mains of the whale into the sea, and commended their affairs to
God. After which the air became milder, and opportunities
were given for fishing, and from that time there was an abun-
dance of food, and there were beasts on the land, eggs in the
island, and fish in the sea.”

It is somewhat amusing to find these newly-converted and
evidently sincere Christians, still believing in the efficacy of
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prayer to their ancient gods; with them it seems to have been a
matter of supremacy of one god over the other. Thorhall was
evidently a most disagreeable personage, not altogether unde-
serving of his fate. We read next: “They say that Thorhall
desired to go northward around ¢ Wonder-strand,” to explorc
Vinland, but Karlsefne wished to go along the south shore.

“ Then Thorhall prepared himself at the island, but did not
have more than nine men in his whole company, and all the
others went in the company of Karlsefne. When Thorhall was
carrying water to his ship, he sang this verse :

¢ People said when hither I
Came, that I the best
Drink would have, but the land
It justly becomes me to blame—
I, a warrior, am now obliged
To bear the pail ;
‘Wine touches not my lips,
But I bow down to the spring.’

“ And when they had made ready and were about to sail,
Thorhall sang :

‘Let us return
Thither where our countrymen rejoice,
Let the ship try *
The smooth ways of the sea;
‘While the strong heroes
Live on Wonder-strand,
And there boil whales,
‘Which is an honor to the land.’

¢ Afterward he sailed north, to go round Wonder-strand
and Kialarness, but, when he wished to sail westward, they were
met by a storm from the west and driven to Ireland, where they
were beaten, and made slaves.

¢ And, as merchants reported, there Thorhall died.”

We see, by this incidental allusion to merchants and their
bringing news from Ireland, that the trade between the latter
and Iceland was then flourishing.

- Karlsefne, with Biarne, Snorre, and the rest, sailed south till
they reached the same river, flowing from a lake into the sea,
which Leif had entered, and erected his booths.

They evidently passed to the west of these, toward Mount
Hope. They named the place Hdp (to form a bay, to recede).
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It is curious that the present name of the bay and hill is Mount
Hope, derived from the Indian word Haup. May not the latter
have been a vestige, remaining with the natives, of the language
of the Northmen ¢ There is certainly no doubt that the descrip-
tions in the narratives, both of Leif and Karlsefne, of the lake
and approaches to it accurately correspond to Mount-Hope Bay ;
indeed, this is a point no longer disputed.

In this region they found corn growing on the low land,
vines on the higher; therivers were full of fish. They put their
cattle out to pasture, and rested.

“ When spring came (1009) they saw, one morning early, that

Fizsr EUROPEANS TRADING WITH INDIANS.

a number of canoes rowed from the south round the ness; so
many as if the sea were sown with coal ; poles were also swung
on each boat. Karlsefne and his people then raised up the shield,
and when they came together they began to trade, and those peo-
ple would rather have red cloth ; for this they offered skins and
real furs. They would also buy swords and spears, but this
Karlsefne and Snorre forbade. For a whole fur-skin, the Skrel-
lings took a piece of red cloth a span long, and bound it round
their heads. Thus their traffic went on for a time; then the
cloth began to be scarce with Karlsefne and his people, and they
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cut it into small pieces which were not wider than a finger’s
breadth,and yet the Skreellings gave as much as before, and more.”

A bull, belonging to Karlsefne, happening to roar, disturbed
this peaceful trading with the Indians, who, frightened at the
sound, fled in dismay.; theysoon returned making hostile demon-
strations; hard pressed by superior numbers, the Northmen fled
to the rocks, where they could make a stand. Freydis, a daugh-
ter of Eric, who with her husband accompanied the expedition,
indignant at the flight of her countrymen, defied the Indians, so
that, awe-struck at her conduct, and moreover routed by the
Northmen in the rocks, they fled to the woods. ¢ Karlsefne and
his people now thought that they saw, although the land had
many good qualities, that they still would always be exposed
there to the fear of attacks from the original dwellers. They
decided, therefore, to go away, and return to their own land.”

They therefore sailed to the Straumey, whence Karlsefne,
with one of the ships, sailed in quest of.the malcontent Thor-
hall, the other ship and crew remaining behind. Rounding
Kialarness, Karlsefne proceeded morthwest ; the land lay to his
left; this was covered with thick forests, and mountains which
were supposed by them to form one range with those of Hép.

Karlsefne returned to Straumfiord after a fruitless search, and
there spent the winter of 1010. In the spring of that year they
all sailed for Greenland. At Markland they saw five natives.
They captured two boys whom they instructed in the Norse
tongue, and the Christian religion. Karlsefne reached Green-
land safely with a rich cargo of timber, grapes, and furs.

Biarne Grimolfson, however, was driven out into the ocean,
and his ship was attacked by worms, which riddled it complete-
ly. The heroic magnanimity of Biarne in this emergency, as
well as the fortitude displayed (with one exception) by the un-
fortunates doomed to inevitable death, are best related in the
simple language of the Saga :

“ Biarne Grimolfson was driven with his ship into the Irish
Ocean, and they came into a worm sea, and soon the ship began
to sink under them. They had a boat which was smeared with
sea-oil—for the worms do not attack that. They went into the
boat, and then saw that it could not hold them all ; then said Bi-
arne : ¢ As the boat will not hold more than half of our men, it is
my counsel that lots should be drawn for those to go in the boat,
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for it shall not be according to rank.’ This they all thought so
generous an offer that no one would oppose it. They then did
so, that lots were drawn ; and it fell to Biarne to go in the boat,
and half of the men with him, for the boat had not room for
more. But when they had gotten into the boat, an Icelandic
man that was in the ship, and had come with Biarne from Ice-
land, said, ¢ Dost thou mean, Biarne, to leave me here {’ Biarne
said, ¢ Soit seems.’ Then said the other, ¢ Very different was the
promise to my father, when I went with thee from Iceland, than
thus to leave me, for thou saidst that we should both share the
same fate.” Biarne said : ‘It shall not be thus; go down into the
boat, and I will go up into the ship, since I see that thou art so

anxious to live’ Then Biarne went up into the ship, and this
man down into the boat, and after that they went on their voy-
age until they came to Dublin, in Ireland, and there told these
things; but it is most people’s belief that Biarne and his com-
panions were lost in the worm sea, for nothing was heard of them
after that time.”

Other voyages were made, and it is evident that communica- -
tion was kept up with Vinland till intercourse between Green-
land and Europe ceased, and the rigor of the climate or other
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causes had destroyed the vigorous Norse colony in the former.
As late as the year 1347 it is recorded in the “ Annals of Iceland,”
a sort of contemporaneous chronicle, that among the wrecks of
the year was ¢ a Greenland ship which had been on a voyage to -
Markland.” We might also enlarge upon the tradition, which
very possibly has truth for its foundation, that the Irish, as early
as the Northmen, visited and colonized the southern portion of
North America, and had there formed an extensive settlement.
The land south of Vinland was called by the Northmen, Huit-
ramannaland (White-man’s Land), or Great Ireland. The Irish,
to whose maritime and commercial activity we have already al-
luded, may very possibly have extended their voyages so far;
but this cannot yet be stated as a fact, and still remains 8 mere
tradition. Not so the voyages of the Northmen to our conti-
nent; these have become a certainty. They also made extensive
explorations in the arctic regions, but of these we shall not here
speak, contenting ourselves with having recorded their more
important explorations along the coast of North America.

And, having read the narratives of these Norse voyagers,
how can we sufficiently admire their conduct and motives, es-
pecially when contrasted with those of the much-lauded Colam-
bus? Thorwald asks ¢ whether any one is hurt,” before even al-
luding to his own mortal wound ; and when he does so it is with
manly fortitude and resignation. Biarne Grimolfson gives his
life for a cowardly follower, and accepts certain death, that he
may be true to a promise given. Can one such act be found in
the far more recent life of Columbus, whose continual 7 becomes
monotonous, who ignores all save himself, whines and whimpers
at the slightest danger, real or apparent? Leif Ericson himseif
starts in search of a missing follower, and, finding him, greets
him kindly. When two of Columbus’s luckless crew lose them-
selves, they are by his orders cast in irons and put on short ra-
tions, to expiate their heinous offense. Attacked by hostile In-
dians, Thorwald says, “ We shall defend ourselves as well as we
can, but not use our weapons much against them.” Greeted by
peaceable Indians, Columbus orders the ship’s gun fired in their
midst, in order “to abate their pride and make them not con-
temn the Christians.” **

All the Norse leaders, Biarne Ieriulfson, Leif and Thorwald

8 Fernando, “ Historia del Amirante,”chapter xcid.
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Ericson, Karlsefne, Biarne Grimolfson, worked for the common
good, and were as much loved and respected by their followers
as Columbus was hated and despised by his.

: ‘We have here given but a short sketch of the Northmen and
their achievements in America, because the field has already
been thoroughly explored. The evidence, climatie, geographical,
and astronomical, that the Sagas describe the Eastern coast of
North America, has been unanswerably set forth by Rafn, and
the matter placed beyond cavil. Historians of Columbus, how-
ever, either utterly ignore, or slightingly allude to, the achieve-
ments of these predecessors of their hero, on whom they have
determined to heap all the honors belonging to various men and
various ages. To this the candid and 1mpart1al will scarcely
consent. If the discovery by Columbus in 1492 of the islands
of San Salvador and San Domingo was the discovery of the Con-
tinent of America, then the dlscovery and permanent coloniza-
tion of Iceland and Greenland, six hundred years before by the
Scandinavians, was also the discovery of that continent ; the por-
tion of main-land coasted by Columbus was avowedly bnt small,

and he professed to be in Asia. The Northmen, on the con-
trary, visited all the eastern coast of America, from the extreme
North to Florida, formed settlements, and for centuries carried
on commerce with the products of what are now the most civil-
ized, populous, and enlightened portions of America; and the
American might well feel relief and pride at the knowledge
that the first of his race to touch upon his native shores were
the heroic Norsemen :

“Kings of the main, their leaders brave,
Their barks the dragons of the wave.”



CHAPTER IV.

PRINCE MADOC AND THE ZENI BROTHERS.

Ix treating of pre-Columbian visits to America, it would be
unjust wholly to omit mentioning the voyages said to have been
made to that continent by Prince Madoc, in the twelfth and the
Zeni brothers in the fourteenth century. Insufficiency of evidence
prevents these expeditions from taking a prominent place in the
domain of history, yet the traditionary accounts of them, ignored
by too partial historians of Columbus, go far to prove that the
voyage of the latter was no such startling undertaking as has
been represented ; that the realms which lay beyond the Atlantic
were not shrouded in all the mystery of the unknown; nor the
ocean itself regarded with that superstitious terror recorded by
his eulogists, in order to enhance his courage and superiority
over his contemporaries.

Cambrian chroniclers speak confidently of a voyage made by
Prince Madoc in the year 1170, to a Western continent. This
land is said to have been fertile, and peopled by a race differing
in features and complexion from those of Europe. Subsequent
writers contend that this new land was no other than the Conti-
nent of America.”

‘What may be the amount of credit justly due to these state-
ments is not now easy to determine; yet it is evident that the
earlier of these accounts were not written for the purpose of de-
frauding Columbus. Hakluyt, Humboldt, and others, have
given this subject more or less consideration. While it is still
shrouded in mystery, there can be little doubt that Madoc made
avoyage to distant lands. His name and family were not so ob-
scure as to admit of his disappearing from the scenes of turmoil

3 The similarity between the name of Madoc and that of the Modoc tribe of In-
dians has been commented upon by some, who ascribe a Welsh descent to the latter.
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and blood with which Wales was afflicted after the death of his
father, without attracting the notice of historians of his time,
nor is it probable that he remained concealed in his native ldind,
or that he fixed his abode in any portion of the earth with which
the isle of Britain had intercourse.

Prince Madoc is the hero of one of Southey’s ablest poems.
He prefaces it with the following history, which contains all that
is known at the present day of the Welsh navigator :

“The historical facts on which this poem is founded may be
related in a few words. On the death of Owen Gwyneth, King
of North Wales, A. p. 1169, his children disputed the succession.
Yorworth, the elder, was set aside without a struggle, as being
incapacitated by a blemish in his face. Hoel, though illegiti-
mate, and born of an Irish mother, obtained possession of the
throne for a while, till he was defeated and slain by David, the
eldest son of the late king by a second wife. The conqueror,
who then succeeded without opposition, slew Yorworth, im-
prisoned Rodri, and hunted others of his brethren into exile.
But Madoc, meantime, abandoned his barbarous country, and
sailed away to the west, in search of some better resting-place.
The land which he discovered pleased him ; he left there part of
his people, and went back to Wales for a fresh supply of adven-
turers, with whom he again set sail, and was heard of no more.
Strong evidence has been adduced that he reached America.”

The poem of Madoc, Mr. Southey informs us, drew upon him
the indignation of an American pamphleteer, who denounced
him, as having ‘“meditated a most serious injury against the
reputation of the New World, by attributing its discovery and
colonization to a little vagabond Welsh prince—this being a
most insidious attempt against the honor of America and the
reputation of Columbus.”

To such lengths of blind partiality will men be carried, who
care less for the truth of history than for the fame of its crea-
tures. Early historians were not thus scornful of Madoc and his
voyages; witness Purchas, who writes : ¢ I will not say but that
in these times of old, some ships might come some time by casu-
alty into these parts, but rather forced by weather than directed
by skill ; and thus it is likely that some parts of America have
been peopled . . . . The most probable history (account) in this
kind is (in my mind), that of Madoc ap Owen Gwyneth, who, by



20 LIFE OF COLUMBUS.

reason of civil contentions, left his country of Wales, seeking
adventures by sea; and, leaving the coast of Ireland north, came
to a land unknown, where he saw many strange things.” *
Nicoro and Axtonto Zeno flourished in Venice, during the
latter part of the fourteenth century (1380). They were active
members of a family of warriors, navigators, statesmen, diplo-
mats, and historians; few families have a prouder record than
the Zeni; Nicolo and Antonio added to its fame by the adven-
turous character of their voyages, especially by that in which it
is averred that the latter visited the Continent of America.
Purchas, in speaking of discoveries made in the northern
parts of the New World, Greenland, New France, etc., says:
“The first knowledge that hath come to us of those parts was by
Nicholas and Antonio Zeno. . . . Master Nicholo Zeno, being
wealthy, and of a haughty spirit, desiring to see the fashions of
the world, built and furnished a ship at his own charge, passing
the Straits of Gibraltar, held on his course northward, with in-
tent to see England and Flanders, but, a violent tempest assail-
ing him, he was carried he knew not whither.”* He finally
reached Friesland, according to the same old author, and was
there with his companions saved from death at the hands of the
natives, by Zichmui, who was a chief or ruler in that province.
This chief, appreciating the nautical skill of Nicolo, placed him
in command of his navy, and subjugated sundry islands. ¢ After
divers notable exploits,” Nicolo armed three vessels in which
he visited ZEngroneland (probably Iceland). Here he found a
monastery, and a church dedicated to St. Thomas; this was
““hard by a hill, that cast out fire, like Vesuvius and Etna ; there
is a fountain of hot water with which they heat the church of the
monastery, and the friars’ chambers; it cometh also into the
kitchen so boiling hot that they use no other fire to dress their
meat.” : :
Nicolo returned to Friesland in 1395, and died there ; his
brother Antonio succeeded to his fortune and honors, and was
employed by Zichmui in an expedition to Estotiland. This coun-
try we are told lay “to the west of Friesland ; the people there
possess some gold, sow corn, and make beer ;”’ farther south,

4 « Pilgrimage,” pp. 725, 726. The story of Madoc has been carefully examined
by John Williams, LL. D. (London, 1791), to which the curious are referred.
41 ¢ Pilgrimage,” p. 785,
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they go naked. In one region they visited, the ground was
covered with the eggs of wild-fowl. The country was very ex-
tensive, and was regarded as a new world. After this voyage
Antonio returned to Venice, where he died soon after, in 1405.

Such are the meagre data which have come down to us.
Scanty as are the details, they go far to corroborate the assertion
that Zeno touched upon the American Continent. Purchas says
of the regions above named (New France, etc.), ¢ The best geog-
raphers are beholden to these brothers for that little knowl-
edge they have of these parts.”



CHAPTER V.
INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF OOLUMBUS.

THERE is an ancient Indian fable which reads: “ This beau-
tiful world we inhabit rests on the back of a mighty elephant ;
the elephant stands on the back of a monster turtle; the turtle
rests upon a serpent ; the serpent on nothing.” It well typifies
the many splendid histories of Columbus, eloquent in the praise
of their hero, proceeding often from the most eminent authors,
and resting upon a stupendous “ weight of authority ” which is
in itself nothing, or, worse than nothing, falsehood ; yet, so deep-
ly rooted are these falsehoods in the minds of the multitude, and
so difficult are first impressions to erase, that many years will
elapse before the question, “ Who discovered America ¢ will not
be answered unhesitatingly with the name of Christopher Co-
lumbus. Where one author, regarding truth as of more impor-
tance than the reputation of any real or pretended hero, labors
to show matters pertaining to this discovery in their true light,
ten, nay, & hundred, will unreflectingly repeat the universally
accepted theory, and stamp it indelibly on the minds of another
generation. Great writers have immortalized, poets idealized,
and priests would canonize Columbus. In the vindication of
truth, the work is truly great, the laborers few, and the attempt
to prove that this saintly demi-god was neither great, noble,
heroic, nor even honest, appears but a thankless task.

¢ There is a certain meddlesome spirit,” writes Washington
Irving, in his “Life of Columbus,” “which, in the garb of
learned research, goes prying about the traces of history, casting
down its monuments, and marring and mutilating its fairest
trophies. Care should be taken to vindicate great names from
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such pernicious erudition. It defeats one of the most salutary
purposes of history, that of furnishing examples of what human
genius and laudable enterprise may accomplish.” **

We, too, believe that one of the most landable purposes of
history is to furnish examples of what human genius and enter-
prise can accomplish, and far be it from us to pry with meddle-
some spirit ; but, we would ask, Were genius and enterprise con-
centrated in Columbus only ¥ If others were the authors of a
scheme which he imperfectly carried out, should not #4es» names
be vindicated, #heir genius extolled? If the monuments ex-
isting are false, should they not be overthrown, and the real ones
raised triumphantly to the pedestals from which they have been
8o long and unjustly dethroned? Above all, is not truth the
greatest and most worthy object of history ?,

These questions, we believe, answer themselves. Before at-
tempting to mar one of the fairest trophies of history, let us dis-
cover by whom this trophy was raised ; in a word, let us exam-
ine what constituted history, and especially Spanish-American
history, at the time of Columbus. Let us not be deterred from
rejecting a statement which is evidently untrue, because of the
“ weight of authority ” upon which it rests; nor let us blindly
accept a false assertion because sanctioned by an Inquisitor;
neither will we denounce in general terms the authorities so
often quoted, but endeavor to show their defects and errors, that
the reader may himself judge how much is to be accepted as
truth, and how much as the result of priestly tyranny, personal
vanity, and interested deceit.

“ The writing of history, so far as regards the New World,”
Lord Kingsborough remarks, “ was by the law of Spain restrict-
ed to men in priestly orders.”

To a small work on Mexico, by Boturini, are appended—

1. The declaration of his faith.

2. The license of an Inquisitor.

3. The license of the judge of the Supreme Council of the
Indies.

4. The license of the Jesuit father.

5. The license of the Royal Council of the Indies.

6. The approbation of the qualificator of the Inquisition.

7. The license of the Royal Council of Castile.

4 Irving, “Life of Columbus,” book i, chapter v.
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Beyond all this, the person must be of sufficient influence to
obtain the favorable notice of the bodies thus represented.

Nor was this the end of the difficulty : the license of any one
of these officials could be revoked at pleasure; and, when repub-
lished, the work had to be reéxamined.

The penalty attached to the possession of a book not thus
licensed was death.”

In 1524 Venetian merchants were arrested, by the Holy
Office, for selling Bibles with commentaries, by a writer of the
twelfth century, Rabbi Solomon Raschi ; and their release could
not be obtained by the Venetian ambassador, because it was al-
leged that they were arrested for selling books against the Faith.

Such was the tyranny which weighed upon historical writers;
and it is not difficult to perceive how all these censors would
deal partially with Columbus. By representing himself as the
chosen of God, the champion of the Christian religion, carry-
ing the light of the Gospel to heathen nations, by performing the
smallest acts with affectation of religious ceremony, by inserting
scriptural and religious sentences in his most trivial letters, by
recounting miracles and interviews with God, by giving, in fact,
a religious coloring to all his acts, he became the protégé of the
Church, which has continued through all after-centuries to re-
gard him as one of her most zealous votaries, and is now stren-
uously urged to place him among her saints.

Pope Alexander VI. (Roderigo Borgia) deeded the Conti-
nent of America to Spain, solely on the statement of Columbus.*
To attack the latter was, therefore, to attack the justice of the
pope’s bull, and an indirect imputation on papal infallibility.
“The learned and excellent divine Guistiniani,” who published,
we believe, the first polyglot edition of the Psalms, was bitterly
assailed, and his book condemned to be burned,” because, in a
note appended to the nineteenth Psalm, containing a sketch of

4 Wilson, “ New History of the Conquest of Mexico,” chapter, ii., p. 81; Lord
Kingsborough,” vol. vii., p. 269,

4 Count Roselly de Lorgues, in his * Life of Columbus ” (vol. i., chapter xi., p. 400),
speaking of this matter, says: “The pope has faith in Columbus. He yields full cre- °
dence to him and justifies his calculations. J¢is solely on Columbus that ke depends ;
it is relying on Columbus that he engages in the vast partition of the unexplored world,
between the crowns of Spain and Portugal. Every thing the messenger of the cross pro-
poses is granted in full, as a thing that is indicated by Providence.”

4 Fernando,  Historia del Amirante,” chapter ii.
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the life of Columbus (suggested by the words “ In omnem ter-
ram exivit sonus eorum, et in finis munds verba eorwum”), there
are some statements which are not considered sufficiently flatter-
ing to that individual. An examination of this note will prove
to the reader how trivial an offense was sufficient to cause the
destruction of a valuable work. One of the chief enormities it
contains is the allegation that in his early life Columbus was a
mechanic ; this, his son and historian regards as an unspeakable
insult.

Laical censors, owing their authority to the same royal favor
which protected Columbus, would naturally regard any history,
detrimental to the latter, as militating against the Queen of Cas-
tile. Thus it was that in Spain it became necessary for all who
would write a history of the New World, to extol Columbus
and the Church.

To ecclesiastical tyranny and popular prejudice may be
added the exaggerations and falsehoods of the chief actor of the
scene, whose statements are accepted as gospel truth, even when
at war with reason, common-sense, or known facts, and we shall
perceive how difficult it will be to wade through errors, partiality,
and injustice, and arrive at the truth regarding the character
and deeds of this Columbus and his contemporaries. We have
seen how history was compiled in his time. Subsequent Spanish
historians, finding, even in the facts recorded, much which would
militate against the honor of their country, as well as of the
individuals concerned, have endeavored to soften the cruelties
and enormities perpetrated ; while the modern American writer
identifies the glory of his country with that of Columbus, and
considers that to record any thing which is not highly in praise
of the latter, is to insult America. How far this spirit is
carried we may judge from the following passage in Washington
Irving:

“Herrera has been accused also of flattering his nation, ex-
alting the deeds of his countrymen, and softening and concealing
their excesses.

“There is nothing very serious in this accasation. To illus-
trate the glory of his nation is one of the noblest offices of the
historian ; and it is difficult to speak too highly of the extraordi-
nary enterprises and splendid actions of the Spaniards in those
days. In softening their excesses he fell into an amiable and
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pardonable error, if indeed it be an error for a Spaniard to en-
deavor to sink them in oblivion.”

When we read such sentiments from the pen of one of Amer-
ica’s ablest writers, we confess thatwe lose some confidence in
his statements. If history were to become the medium through
which writers exaggerate the good and conceal the bad in their
respective countries and favorite heroes, how vainly should we
search for truth in the history of the same events, written in
nations variously interested ! :

The historian has a nobler mission. The good and great he
should indeed extol, that after-generations may be impelled
to like actions; but that which is disgraceful, cruel, or dishon-
orable, he should fearlessly condemn ; he thus becomes the faith-
ful mirror in which good and bad are alike reflected, exerting
a salutary influence in his own country, believed and respected
in others.

Illustration of tortures inflicted upon obnoxlons or heretical authors of the time of Columbus. The
instruments below the burni P the *“ Morning Star,” or “ Holy-water Sprin-
kler™ (80 called derisively), with whlch the blood of heretics was drawn. (Se¢ Moyrick's “ De-
scription of Anclent Arms and Armor at Goodrich Court,” vol. ii., plates 92, 83.)




CHAPTER VI.
CONTEMPORARIES OF OOLUMBUS.—FERDINAND AND ISABELLA.

Ir it is necessary to demonstrate the spirit in which his his-
tory has hitherto been written, before attempting a truthful biog-
raphy of Columbus, it is not less necessary, in order to form a
just estimate of his character, to become acquainted with those
of his contemporaries with whom he had more or less relation,
and who have been favored or injured, according as they were
favorable to him ; or as their character and achievements, supe-
rior to his, would, unless willfully belittled, diminish greatly the
meed of praise which has been accorded to him.

The most prominent of these were Ferdinand of Aragon
and Isabella of Castile, who are so intricately connected with
the history of Columbus that it becomes necessary to elucidate
their character, that the reader may judge of their conduct with
regard to the latter. It has been too customary to lay the blame
of all the calamities which Columbus entailed upon himself, by
his deception and inhumanity, upon the “cold and calculating
Ferdinand,” ** who is represented as having persistently endeav-
ored to frustrate his lofty designs. These charges become void
when we consider the marriage articles between Ferdinand and
Isabella, signed and sworn to January 7, 1469, in which Ferdi-
nand promised faithfully to respect the laws of Castile; to fix his
residence in that kingdom, and not to quit it without the con-
sent of Isabella ; toalienate no property belonging to the crown ;
to prefer no forelgners to municipal offices (his subJects were
foreigners in Castile); to make no appomtments, civil or military,
without her consent or approbation ; to resign to her, exclusive-
ly, the right of nomination to ecclesiastical benefices, etc., ete.”

They lived together, not like man and wife, whose estates

# Irving, “ Life of Columbus,” book xviii., chapter iii.
41 Prescott, “ Ferdinand and Isabella,” chapter ii.
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were blended, and subject to the direction of the husband, but
like allied monarchs, with separate and independent claims to
sovereignty, each having their envoys, ministers, counselors,
secretaries, and treasurers, and were often removed from each
other while superintending their respective interests.*® The sub-
jects of Ferdinand were not allowed even to visit the western

FEepINAND OF ARAGON.—(From an Old Engraving in the Burgundian Library.)

4 Irvi'ng, ¢ Life of Columbus,” book ii., chapterii. Voltaire, * Essai sur les Mceurs.”
Ferdinand complains thus of his consort: * The reason why you do not write, is not
because there is no paper to be had, or that you do not know how to write, but be-
cause you do not love me, and because you are proud. You are living at Toledo, I
am living in small villages. . . . The affairs of the princess ” (their daughter) ““must
not be forgotten. For God’s sake, remember her, as also her father, who kisges your
hands, and is your servant.” We shall see how the uuhappy daughter he alludes to
was remembered.
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islands when discovered. He was subject to the Queen of Castile,
and perfectly unanswerable for any of her proceedings. Astute
and suspicious as he no doubt was, he may have mistrusted the
adventurer Christopher Columbus, but he was too jealously pre-
vented from having any voice in the affairs of state for his sus-
picions to have any effect.

Isabella, the patroness of Columbus, has been handed down
to posterity as of “glorious memory,” the “ sweet queen.” Pres-
cott tells us “her honest soul abhorred any thing like artifice.”
She is represented as the type of womanly gentleness, virtue,
and truth, coupled with masculine courage and intelligence ; but,
alas! as we peruse her history, and see her character reflected in
the numerous dispatches she wrote, we perceive that the priest-
hood, which raised her to the throne of Castile, has done much
toward embellishing her character, and endowing her with ficti-
tious qualities. Transferred, at the early age of sixteen, to a
court which Prescott terms “a brothel, private morals too loose
to seek even the veil of hypocrisy ;” frequently betrothed to men
who, if not yielding to the wishes of those who treated for their
marriage with the fature Queen of Castile, died in a manner as
mysterious as sudden; owing her throne itself to a -scandalous
imputation against her brother’s wife, and the brand of illegiti-
macy affixed to her niece, her early life too soon made her famil-
iar with the immorality and unscrupulous intrigue of the court
of Spain at that period.

The fearful fires of the Inquisition filled Spain with a ghastly
glare, and it was Isabella who applied the torch. She peti-
tioned for the establishment of Torquemada as grand-inquisitor.
‘Whole towns and villages were depopulated, and their wealth
poured into the royal coffers. Living and dead were alike per-
secuted ; bodies were exhumed and burned, while the crown
confiscated the wealth of the heirs. Isabella herself says: «I
have caused great calamities, and depopulated towns, lands,
provinces, and kingdoms ;” but this was all done, she protested,
from love of Christ and his Holy Mother! Those were liars
and calumniators who said she had done so from love of money,
for she had never touched a maravedi proceeding from the confis-
cated goods, but had employed the money in educating and
giving marriage-portions to the children of the condemned. It
would seem discourteous, if not unjust, to doubt so solemn a
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declaration ; but, as we peruse the state papers, we find orders
emanating from the queen which differ widely from the spirit
of the above profession. For instance, one Pecho of Xerez was
condemned for heresy ; his property, amounting to two hundred
thousand maravedis, was confiscated. The widow, whose portion
was twenty thousand maravedis, was reduced with her children to
the utmost destitution. As a special favor, Isabella granted them
thirty thousand maravedis, while the remaining hundred and sev-
enty thousand she appropriated to herself. Such cases abound ;
and while so-called bounties, such as the above, are always record-
ed, silence is preserved touching the many instances in which she
appropriated the whole of ‘the confiscated property. So terrible
did her persecutions become, that the pope resolved to send a
legate to Spain to investigate the proceedings of the Inquisition.
Isabella strove to prevent this.

“She used corruption on a large scale, larger even, as she de-
clared, than was agreeable to herself. The final result was, that
the courts of Spain and Rome came to an understanding respect-
ing the person who was to be sent as legate. He received
rich donations in Spain, and his inquiry was reduced to a
mere form. It is characteristic of the queen, that the only condi-
tion she made was that his Holiness should absolve her from
simony.” **

The Inquisition was thus firmly established. Victims mul-
tiplied; two thousand men and women were burned, a greater
number condemned to living death in the dungeons of that ter-
rible institution, homesteads were abandoned, and thousands fled
to neighboring countries. ¢ The queen was implored to relent,
but she answered that it was better for the service of God and °
herself to have the country depopulated, than to have it polluted
by heresy.”

The archivero of Barcelona of that time has recorded a long
list of autos-dafe, the victims were of all classes—clergymen,
officers in the army, tailors, and cobblers, but there is a dispro-
portionately large number of widows of merchants. Mr. Bergen-
roth, recording this fact, shrewdly inquires, “ Were they really
more inclined to heresy, or were they ohly rich, and compara-
tively defenseless§” *

4 @, A. Bergenroth, “Introduction to Spanish State Papers,” vol. i., 1485-1509.
% Idem
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Such was the beneficent rule of this virtuous queen over her
own subjects. Her relations with foreign powers are equally to
her discredit. Her correspondence teems with the grossest insin-
cerity and heartlessness. Her cruel neglect of her daughter shows
her to have been sadly deficient in that domestic virtue and
affection for which she has been so much praised ; a notable ex-
ample of her deceptive policy and grasping avarice is found in
the negotiations which took place for the marriage of her daugh-
ter. She established a marriage brokerage in England, where
she carried on the disgraceful business for many years, driving
bargains, or seeking to do 8o, upon the persons of her daughters,
conducting these negotiations more with an eye to filling her
coffers, than to her own honor or her daughters’ integrity. Her
confidential agent at the court of England was Doctor de
Puebla, selected, it is said, “because he was so uncommonly
honest,” but who, indeed, was a consummate knave, as is
abundantly proved, not only by his making himself the me-
dium of the abominable falsehoods he was instructed to utter
by the queen, but by the following chapter of his history, con-
tained in the Spanish archives under date of the 18th of July,
1488:

¢ The Spanish Merchants residing in London to Sanchez de Lon-
dotio and the Sub-prior of Santa Cruz.

“De Puebla had asked Henry to give a bishopric to him
and other good livings to his sons and relatives. On account of
the king having refused to do so, he had delayed the conclusion
of the treaty of marringe. When Henry was in his greatest
difficulties with Scotland and Perkin” (Warbeck), ¢ De Puebla
had repeated his demands. Henry had answered that he was unfit
to become a bishop, because he was a cripple. De Puebla then .
proposed that the bishopric should be given to a certain procurator
of Henry in Rome, from whom he had got one thousand gold
crowns, for his promise to procure letters for him from the King
and Queen of Spain to the pope, recommending him for a cardi-
nal’s hat. Henry was in such great difficulties then, that he had
acceded to the proposals of De Puebla, and promised fifteen thou-
sand crowns a year, besides, to one of his sons. As soon as De
Puebla had obtained what he wanted, he concluded the mar-
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riage, which was so advantageous to Henry, that, in consequence
of it, peace with Scotland was concluded, Perkin turned out of
Scotland, and the rebels punished. Some merchants from Genoa
had subjected themselves to a penalty in England ; they gave five
hundred crowns, and cloth, and silk, for the marriage, to De
Puebla, who settled their affair with Henry.

“De Puebla had sold two licenses of the king for importing
wine and woad, in Spanish vessels, to Spanish merchants, for two
hundred crowns.

“Francisco de Arvieto, of Ordufia, had paid De Puebla one
hundred gold crowns for a pardon for perjury.

“ Similar things are done almost daily by De Puebla. When
he took part in the negotiations with Flanders, he persuaded the
archduke to impose a duty of one gold florin on every piece of
English cloth, the consequences of which have been to cause pro-
longed debates and great disasters,

“ There is not a Spanish captain, or even a single sailor, who
is not obliged to pay more or less to De Puebla if he has any
thing to do in England. De Puebla often takes money from
both parties if he has to decide a lawsuit. He is a spy and
secret informer in all kinds of contraventions committed by sub-
jects of any mnation, only for the purpose of making money by
his information. He and his servants sell testimonials of all
kinds.

“De Puebla constantly complains that he is badly paid, and
he begs money from the king and the gentlemen of the court.
He lives meanly. He has been three years in a house of a
mason, who keeps dishonest women. He eats with them and
with all the apprentices at the same table, for twopence a day.
His landlord robs men who come to his house, and the ambas-
sador protects him, in his dishonest trade, against the police.

“ The consequence of all this is that the Spaniards are less
esteemed and worse treated in England than any other foreign-
ers.”

Elsewhere we read, “In a word, De Puebla was a liar, flat-
terer, calumniator, beggar, spy, secret informer, enemy of truth,
full of lies.”

The above are a few of the leading traits of character which
seem to have 8o endeared De Puebla to Isabella that she retained
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him in office after those who had been sent to England to inves-
tigate his character and conduct had reported that “all the pa-
per in England would not suffice to describe the character of that
man.”

Her letters of instruction to him contain statements not only
false but disgusting, and, though avarice and deceit are palpable
throughout her multifarious and protracted negotiations to mar-
ry her daughter, now to this prince, now to that, and now to
some other, she affects to be making great sacrifices “ for the love
of Christ and his Holy Mother.” In 1490 she writes to De Pu-
ebla, calling him her “ virtuous and intimate friend,” urging him
to persuade the King of England to declare war on France; simi-
lar efforts were made to induce the King of Scots to join the co-
alition against France, and Isabella offered him her daughter,
Princess Katherine, as an inducement—the said princess was then
betrothed to Arthur, Prince of Wales; but Isabella kept that
betrothal secret, that she might impose upon other parties.

Henry of England obtaining an inkling of the above trans-
action, and not being quite satisfied, he was reassured by Isabella,
who informed him that the King of Scots was to be the only
dupe, and that it was to prevent the latter from aiding Warbeck,
the so-called Duke of York. The huckstering with regard to
the marriage of Isabella’s children fills the reader of her dis-
patches with disgust —the manner in which the matter was
discussed being worse, if possible, than the object intended.”

1 Honest De Puebla writes his affectionate mistress that he has examined the per-
son of her intended son-in-law, first clothed, then naked, and lastly when sleeping,
and declares him possessed of admirable parts.

Isabella was not to be outdone, even by the despicable De Puebla, for we find her
subsequently seeking to drive a bargain upon the real or pretended virginity of her
widowed daughter, and for proof referring to Dofia Elvira, *the first lady of the bed-
chamber.” Fearing that the latter may not be believed, she would establish the fact
by a cloud of witnesses.

On the 16th of June, 1502, she writes the Duke of Estrada: “Be careful also to
get at the truth as regards the fact whether the Prince and Princess of Wales consum-
mated the marriage, since nobody has told us about it. You must, moreover, use all
the flattering persuasion you can to prevent them from concealing it from yon.” On
the 12th of July of the same year, she continues to instruct the duke in this delicate
misgion as follows :

“But now you must see of how great importance it is that there should be no delay
in making the agreement for the contract of marriage of the Princess of Wales, our
dauaghter, with the Prince of Wales who now is . . . . Therefore, since it is ¢ already
known for a mla;nly that the said Princess of Wales,’ our daughier, ‘ remains as she was
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De Puebla writes to Ferdinand and Isabella, July 18, 1488, as
follows :

“ When speaking of the marriage, the king ” (Henry VIIL.)
“broke out into a Te Deum laudamus.”

“The English declared, with regard to the alliance, there was
not much to confer about, and began directly to speak of the
marriage. They were exceedingly civil, and said a great many
things in praise of Ferdinand and Isabella ; that being done, they
asked the Spaniards to name the sum for the marriage-portion.

“The Spanish ambassador replied that it would be more be-
coming for the English to name the marriage-portion, because
they had first solicited the marriage, and their party is a son.
The Englwk commissioners asked five times as much as they had
asked in Spain.

¢ The Spanish ambassador proposed to refer this amount to
Ferdinand and Isabella, who would act liberally in proportion
to the confidence shown them.

“ The English commissioners said that such a proceeding
would be inconvenient for both parties, and that Ferdinand
and Isabella would not agree to it.

“The Spanish ambassador complained that the English were
unreasonable in their demands. Bearing in mind what happens
every day to the Kings of England it is surprising that Ferdi-
nand and Isabella should dare to give their daughter at all. This
was said with great courtesy, in order that they might not feel
displeasure or be enraged.

“ The English commissioners abated one-third.

“The Spaniards proposed that, as there was sufficient time
for it, two or four persons should be selected as umpires.
here® (for 2o Doia Elvira has writlen to us), endeavor to have the said contract agreed
to immediately, without consulting us; for any delay that might take place would be
dangerous, See also that the articles be made and signed, and sworn to at once, and,
if nothing more advantageous can be procured, let it be settled as was proposed. In
that case let it be declared that the King of England has already received from us one
hundred thousand scudos in gold, in part payment of the dowry, and let that be made
an obligatory article of the contract, with a view to restitution, in accordance with the
former directions given you. Let it be likewise stipulated that we shall pay the rest of
the dowry when the marriage is consummated, so please God ; that is, if you should not
be able to obtain more time. But, take heed, on no account to agree for us to pay what
still remains of the dowry until the marriage shall have been consummated. ... Be
very vigilant about this, and endeavor to have the contract made, without delay, and

without consulting us. Do not, however, let them gee you have any suspicion of hin-
derance, or show 8o much eagerness that it may cause them to cool.”

.
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The English commissioners declined it, and gave their rea-
sons.

“ The Spaniards desired the English to name their lowest
Pprice. '

“ The English abated one-half.

“ The Spaniards said that this marriage would be so advanta-
geous to the King of England that he ought to content himself
with what is generally given with princesses of Spain.

“ The English desired to have every thing defined, in order
to avoid disputes after the conclusion of the marriage. They
asked twice as much as they had asked in Spain.

¢ The Spanish ambassador offered one-fourth.

“ The English asked why, as the money was not to come out
of the strong boxes of the king and queen, but out of the pock-
ets of their subjects, they should not be more liberal. They
referred to old treaties with France, Burgundy, and Scotland,
proving by them that even higher marriage - portions were
given.”

When the marriage is at length concluded, there is a large
amount of negotiation as to who shall pay the passage of the
Princess Katherine to England, and who shall clothe her. We
read in one dispatch :

" “Ferdinand and Isabella are to send the princess in a decent
manner, and at their own expense, to London.

“They are to dress their daughter suitably to her rank”
(honorifice), “ and to give her as many jewels, etc., for her personal
use a8 becomes her position.”

In answer to which, Isabella writes De Puebla:

“King Henry asks them to bind themselves to give their
daughter ornaments and apparel, without deducting the amount
from the marriage-portion. Such a proceeding is against - cus-
tom. Husbands provide the dresses of their wives. They are
willing to buy as many dresses and ornaments for the Princess
Katherine as the English wish, provided the cost be deducted
from the marriage-portion, and, if not, they will give what they
think proper. . . . He is to inform himself what the dowry of .
the queen would be in such a case, and to secure to the Princess
Katherine a somewhat larger dowry than other Queens of Eng-
land have enjoyed.”

Again Isabella insists that “ one-half, or one-third, or at any
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rate the fourth part”’ (of the marriage-portion),  must be accepted
in ornaments and apparel for the person and household of the
infanta.”

This daughter became & widow on the 2d of April, 1502.
The news does not seem to have reached Isabella until more
than a month after the death of the English prince. She loses
no time, but on the 10th of May, 1502, commissions the Duke
of Estrada to endeavor to conclude a marriage between her wid-
owed daughter and the Prince of Wales, surviving brother of
her late husband, with instructions as to dower, etc., etc.

This done, it is not till two days later that she writes, for
the eye of King Henry, the following letter of condolence to her
minister at London: ¢Have read with profound sorrow the
news of the death of Prince Arthur. The affliction caused by
all their former losses has been revived by it. DBut the will of
God must be obeyed.”

Richard III. excited disgust by courting a widow beside the
bier of her late husband. Had Isabella chanced to be in Eng-
land at the death of this son-in-law, it seems probable that nego-
tiations for a second husband for her bereaved daughter would
have preceded the funeral of the first.

Again, her deceit is manifested by the following instruction
to Estrada, who is negotiating for this second marriage: “In
case that you hear any thing of the King of France, appear as if
you did not know it, until after the treaty of marriage is con-
cluded.” (The King of France had just declared war on Spain.)
“ Afterward you must show to the King of England the relation
which we send you of the matters between us and the King of
France.”

All this bargaining for a daughter’s marriage, and the duplic-
ity with which it is carried on, certainly evince that avarice,
meanness, and deceit, were attributes of Isabella’s character.
But, should further proof seem necessary, it may be found in the
following extracts from a document in which Isabella commis-
sions Estrada to raise an army in England:

« Queen Tsabella of Spain to Ferdinand, Duké of Estrada,
October 3, 1503.

¢If the King of England should not be inclined to afford us
further assistance, he must, at any rate, be pleased to give us the
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assistance which is obligatory upon him ; and, upon our forward-
ing the money, send us troops. Zell him that you have the money,
and that we pray and require him to be willing, immediately, to
send two thousand English infantry, picked men and well armed
. . . . this being done, you shall endeavor to make them embark
instantly . . . . try your utmost to have the troops you shall thus
send, the best chosen, and the best armed, that it is possible to
obtain ; and get them to come as soon as ever they can....As
regards the pay that will have to be made to the said troops, en-
deavor to let it bé as little as possible. ... (three ducats per
month are suggested). . .. Borrow the money that will be re-
guired for the aforesaid pay, agreeing for us to repay it in Eng-
land, on the terms stipulated by you. ... But, should you not
have ships at present, in which the said infantry can come as
above said, you must not give them any pay. Endeavor, how-
ever, to find out how many troops are to come....spread
abroad areport in England that there are many more troops go-
ing to Spain ; because, as you will see, such tidings and rumors
will inspire France with fear, and will produce a favorable impres-
sion in Italy. :
“If you should see that it will not annoy the King of Englan

our brother, and the chief men of his kingdom, and that it can
do no harm, make use of the Princess of Wales, our daughter;
that is to say, should you not be able to obtain the money neces-
sary for the dispatch of the said troops;....in that case, you
shall say to her, by virtue of my letter of credence which I will
gend, that you pray her to raise, upon her jewels and plate, the
money which may be necessary for the dispatch of the two thou-
sand infantry.”

This dispatch concerning the army might naturally be sup-
posed to pertain to Ferdinand, but the reader will perceive that
it bears the name of Isabella alone; it contains as much falsehood
and duplicity as could well be inclosed in so small a space. First,
her agent is instructed to tell the king he has the money ; second-
1y, to borrow the money on the credit of Isabélla ; thirdly, to ob-
tain it by pawning the jewels and plate of Princess Katherine.
Nor can the meanness be overlooked with which she stipulates
for the best troops, best equipped, poorest paid, and most hastily
concentrated ; and then, if she should not be ready to transport
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them, they are to receive no pay. Furthermore, her agent is
charged to circulate a false report with regard to the number of
troops. Finally, let us consider the financial condition of the
Princess Katherine (who is to raise the necessary funds), from
her own account. She had always been kept in straitened cir-
cumstances till, in 1502, she writes to her father thus:

“ No woman, of whatever station in life, can have suffered
more than she has. None of the promises made to her on the
occasion of her marriage, have been kept. Repeats once more
that which has formed the principal part of all her letters, name-
ly, the necessity of sending a suitable ambassador with sufficient
means of subsistence. The circumstance that the former ambas-
sadors were not properly provided for, has been the cause of all
her sufferings . . . . Has never told him the whole extent of her
misery. Has been treated worse in England than any other
woman. . . . Has not more than five women in her service.
They have not received the smallest sum of money since they
were in England, and have spent all that they possessed. Can-
not think of them without pangs of conscience. No money
could pay their services and sacrifices, which have continued dur-
ing six years. Has been unable to pay a single penny to the
courier who takes this letter.”

Alonzo de Escobal, of the household of Princess Katherine,
writes to Almazan (September 6, 1507): “ He would not mention
his great necessity if there were any other means to remedy it ;
begs him to remind the king in what poverty the servants of the
Princess of Wales live. Thinks he has a right to ask at least his
salary, is obliged to sell his clothes. Has seen the Princess of
Woales only three times since Dofia Elvira has left her. Dofia
went away in a horrible hour; but such things are better suited
for conversation than for letters.”

Again the Princess of Wales writes :

“That her necessities have risen to such a height, that she
knows not how she shall be able to sustain herself, now that
even her household goods have been sold.”

Few will deny, after perusing the extracts we have given,
that Isabella is proved, by her own words and acts, to have been
an unloving wife, an unnatural mother, a cruel and despotic
sovereign, a deceitful and treacherous ally, an avaricious and un-
scrupulous woman. It is easy to perceive how in spite of all this
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so much partiality has been shown her, often to the detriment
of her husband. DBesides the favor of the Church, for which she
professed so much zeal, the chivalry of the Spaniards has always
made them remember she was a lady, and they have dealt cour-
teously with her. Moreover, her marriage did not smother the
old rivalry and strife between the Corona and Coronilla. Isabella
represented the corona, or great crown of Castile, while Ferdi-
nand merely represented the coronilla, or small crown of Ara-
gon. Castile never regarded him with favor, considering him an
intruder, who had much to gain and little to lose by his alliance,
and the opinion of Castile, as the leading and larger portion of
the kingdom, has been received as that of all Spain. It is diffi-
cult for the most impartial historian not to be influenced by
such a judgment, unless le refer to the original papers and let-
ters of the time, and with their assistance form an opinion of
his own.

That we may not appear wantonly to have inveighed against
a sovereign who has so long been considered a shining light, we
will not rest solely upon the views we may have derived from
our own investigation, but will quote the conclusions at which
Mr. Bergenroth, who spent many years in arduous study amid
the archives of Simancas, has at length arrived. His familiarity
with the state papers renders him abundantly competent to give
an opinion :

“Neither Ferdinand nor Isabella scrupled to tell direct un-
truths, and make false promises, whenever they thought it expe-
dient to their policy. But if any distinction is to be made,
certainly Queen Isabella excelled her husband in disregard to
veracity. It even seems to have been a matter of understanding
between them that, whenever any very flagrant falsehood was to
be uttered, she should be the one to do it. . . . Ferdinand had
not the reputation, among princes of his time, of being a very
untruthful man. . . . The queen often spoke of her dress.
She dwelt much upon her simplicity, and laid great stress on the
circumstance that she had been obliged to receive the French
ambassadors twice in the same costume, while she spent large
sums to the glory of God, and the good of the world. This
kind of letters have often been published, and have not a little
contributed to exalt her as a pious character. But such persons
as had opportunities of seeing her, and of judging by their own
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observations, could not find words expressive enough to describe
the splendor of her attire. . . . Machada assured the King of
Ingland that a single toilet of Queen Isabella amounted in value
to two hundred thousand scudi, and that he never saw her
twice, even on the same day, whether it were at an audience, a
bull-fight, or a ball, in the same costume ; we may, therefore, con-

IsaBzLLA oF CasTILE.—(From an Authentic Engraving in the Burgundian Library.)

jecture that she carried on her person the greater portion of the
contents of the royal exchequer. . . . Neither Ferdinand nor
Ieabella were scholars. They spoke and wrote Spanish well, but
seemed to have been unable to understand any ofher language.
With regard to their moral character, the queen has been ex-
tolled as simple-hearted and pious, while a large amount of op-
probrium has been cast upon the king. But it is very difficult,
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where two persons are so intimately united as Ferdinand and
Isabella, to decide what measure of praise or blame attaches to
the one or the other. They quarreled sometimes about their
private concerns. It could scarcely be otherwise, when we re-
member that Ferdinand had four illegitimate children by differ-
. ent mothers. But in their aggressive foreign policy, and in their
measures of oppression at home, they were always agreed. . . .
She (Isabella) appears to have been very liable to mistake her
own interests for those of God, whose name she constantly had
on her lips, or to substitute self-gratification for real love of the
people. For instance, in her letter to Henry VIL., dated Sep-
tember 15, 1496, she enlarged in the most touching terms on the
blessings of peace, and concluded by saying that, if it were pos-
sible to avoid thereby the calamities of war, she would not only
send one and more than one embassy to the King of France,
but that she would go to him in her own person, and ask him to
make peace, not sparing herself any trouble or pains whatever.
No words can be more becoming a great and pious queen. It is
to be regretted that, in the same letter, she urged the King of
England to declare war on France, and thereby to render the
bloodshed and slaughter more general even than it was. . . .
Queen Isabella left behind her, or, more accurately speaking,
acquired after her death, the reputation of having been almost a
saint. But, unhappily, the sanctity of Isabella was only of a
. spurious kind. Her subjects, who had suffered from her iron
rule, had formed a widely different idea of her. "When, on Tues-
day, the 17th of November, 1504, she died at Medina del Campo,
crowds assembled under the windows of her palace, but not to
bless her memory. From curious criminal proceedings instituted
some years later against Sarmiento, corregidor or mayor of Me-
dina, we learn that he did not hesitate to declare that her soul
had gone direct to hell, for her cruel oppression of her subjects,
and that King Ferdinand was a thief and a robber. Nor was
Sarmiento the only person who thought thus, as the witnesses
deposed that all the people around Medina and Valladolid, that
is to say, where the queen was best known, had formed the same
judgment of her.”

We will conclude with the following opinion, at which Mr.
Bergenroth arrives, and which appears pertinent and correct *

“We are not reduced to depend upon public opinion, know-



112 LIFE OF COLUMBUS.

ing enough of her to judge for ourselves; and, to any one ac-
quainted with the lawless times of her youthful years, it must be
obvious that, had she really been so pious, so meek, and self-sac-
rificing a princess as her admirers would fain have us believe,
she would have been trodden under foot, instead of usurping, as
she did, the crown of her niece.” .

This brief investigation of the character of Isabella has ap-
peared to us necessary. She has hitherto been regarded as of
an almost saintly nature; the mere fact of such a woman having
tendered her gracious protection and friendship to Columbus,
would of itself speak highly in his favor. But, when we become
acquainted with the true character of Isabella, it is easy to under-
stand how she cajoled him as long as his splendid falsehoods
promised to gratify her cupidity, and abandoned himn when his
untruthfulness was discovered.

Ferdinand, who has been made the scape-goat, was, as we
have already shown, wholly unanswerable for the proceeding of
Isabella in this as in all matters pertaining to Castile. In spite
of this unanswerable evidence, Mr. Irving does not hesitate to
say: “Let the ingratitude of Ferdinand stand recorded in its
full extent, and endure throughout all time. The dark shadow
which it casts upon his brilliant renown will be a lesson to all
rulers, teaching them what is important to their own fame in
their treatment of illustrious men.”



CHAPTER VIL

OONTEMPORARIES OF OOLUMBUS—(CONTINUED)
AMERIGO VESPUCCIL

TrE leading incidents in the life of Vespucci are better
known than his character is rightly judged; we will therefore
give but a rapid sketch of the former, and, in speaking of the lat-

ter, dwell somewhat upon certain facts which, it appears to us,
go far toward rehabilitating the memory of this great man, who
has been so unjustly censured and condemned.
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Awmgrico was the son of Nastagio Vespucci and Lisbetta
Mini his wife. The family was an old and honored one in the
fifteenth century ; before the time of Amerigo they had left the
little village of Peretola, whence they originated, and came to
Florence, where they resided in the stately mansion which was
afterward a hospital for the sick under the care of the Brothers
of St. John of God. In this house Amerigo was born, on the 9th
of March, 1451. Over the entrance is an inscription commemo-
rating the fact, also the achievements of the great man; it reads
thus:

¢ AMERIGO VESPUCCIO PATRICIO FLORENTINO
OB REPERTAM AMERICAM
SUI ET PATRIAE NOMINIS ILLUSTRATORI
AMPLIFICATORI. ORBIS. TERRARUM.
IN HAO OLIM VESPUCCIA DOMO
A TANTO VIRO HABITATA
PATRES SANCTI IOANNIS DE DEO CULTORES
GRATAE MEMORIAE OAUSSA. "

Amerigo passed his youth in study, under Giorgi Antonio
Vespucci, his uncle (2 Dominican friar who instructed many of
the youth of Florence), and on reaching manhood he entered the
commercial career in the famous house of the Medici. As confi-
dential agent of this house, he was in 1492 sent to Spain to su-
perintend business transactions in that country. The trust
reposed in him by such eminent men as the Medici and Berardi
isa sufficient encomium upon the capacity and honesty of Ves-
pucci; and not the least proof of his integrity is the fact that the
suspicious King Ferdinand of Aragon (who regarded Columbus
as an impostor, or at best an unworthy adventurer) reposed such
confidence in him that he appointed him to assist in the discov-
eries he desired to be made in the West. The antecedents of Ves-
pucci seem far better to have qualified him for a serious under-

8 & To Americus Vespucius, a noble Florentine,

Who, by the discovery of America,

Rendered his own and his country’s name illustrious,
The amplifier of the world,

Upon this ancient mansion of the Vespucci,
Inhabited by so great a man,

The Holy Fathers of St. John of God
Have erected this tablet, sacred to his memory.
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taking than those of Columbus. During his well-spent youth he
had made geography, cosmography, and astronomy, objects of
special study, while the nautical experience of the latter had
been gained during a long career of piracy.

The first voyage of Vespucci was at the instance of King
Ferdinand, in 1497, as is stated in his letter relating the events
which took place therein.” His detractors seek to cast odium
upon him, by declaring this letter an invention, and the voyage
a fiction. This charge may be refuted by reference to the letter
itself. From the description contained in it of the bay of Vene-
zuela, that province received its name. He writes:

“We landed in a port where we found a village built over
the water, like Venice. There were about forty-four houses,
shaped like bells, built upon very large piles, having entrances
by means of drawbridges, so that, by laying the bridges from
house to house, the inhabitants could pass through the whole.
‘When the people saw us they appeared to be afraid of us, and, to
protect themselves, suddenly raised all their bridges, and shut
themselves up in their houses. While we stood looking at them
and wondering at this proceeding, we saw coming toward us by
sea about two-and-twenty canoes, which are the boats they make
use of, and are carved out of a single tree. - They came directly
toward our boats, appearing to be astonished at our figures and
dress, and keeping at a little distance from us. This being the
case, we made signals of friendship, to induce them to come
nearer us, endeavoring to reassure them by every token of kind-
ness; but, seeing that they did not come, we went toward them.
They would not wait for us, however, but fled to the land, mak-
ing signs for us to wait, and giving us to understand that they
would soon return. They fled directly to a mountain, but did
not tarry there long, and, when they returned, brought with them
sixteen of their young girls, and, entering their canoes, came to
our boats and put four of them into each boat, at which we were
very much astonished, as your excellency may well imagine.
Then they mingled with their canoes among our boats, and we
considered their coming to speak to us in this manner to be a
token of friendship. Taking this for granted, we saw a great
crowd of people swimming toward us from the houses, without
any suspicion. At this juncture, some old women showed them-

8 F. A, de Vanhagen, “ Analyse Critique de la Vie de Vespuce.”
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selves at the doors of their houses, wailing and tearing their
hair, as if in great distress. From thiswe began to be suspicious,
and had immediate recourse to our weapons, when suddenly the
girls, who were in our boats, threw themselves into the sea, and
the canoes moved away, the people in them assailing us with
their bows and arrows.

Vesruoor I Venzzvera,.—(Reduced from Herrera's  History of the West Indies.”)

At the time Vespucei’s letter was published, no description
of the countries in question existed; yet his minute accounts of
the appearance, religion, and customs of the inhabitants, as well
as of the vegetation, formation of the coast, etc., were .corrobo-
rated by subsequent visitors to that part of America between
Honduras and Chesapeake, which we are led to infer was the
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scene of his first voyage. He must, therefore, have either visited
the country, or possessed the gift of divination."

Other writers, equally virulent against the Florentine discov-
erer, declare that he sailed in a subordinate capacity under Vin-
cent Yanez Pinzon, and Juan Solis. This is an ungenerous at-
tempt to belittle a great man. Isabella had, at the urgent insti-
gation of Columbus, passed a decree forbidding any voyages to
the islands recently discovered, except under the command of
the latter. This decree was revoked in 1494, in favor of all sub-
jects of Castile, who were thenceforward authorized to prepare
expeditions at their own expense, or at that of the crown, for the
purpose of discovering Western lands for Castile. They were
obliged to depart from Cadiz, having presented themselves be-
fore the officers of the crown to obtain a license. Amerigo be-
ing an alien, employed by the King of Aragon, could not, there-
fore, openly command an expedition, and it was probably nomi-
nally conducted by Vincent Yanez and Juan Solis. These men
were skillful pilots. Vespucci was, however, their equal if not
superior in cosmographical knowledge ; and, although his letters,
contrasting in this point strongly with those of Columbus, are
singularly devoid of all personal allusion to himself of a lauda-
tory character, they evidently emanate from a man of intellect
and science, carefully noting the appearance and habits of a new
country and people, for the purpose of reporting the particulars.
It is believed, therefore, that the expedition, by whomsoever
nominally conducted for the purpose of evading the national
edict, was really directed by Amerigo.

The second voyage of Vespucci was in 1499, and we have
reason to believe he was accompanied by Alonzo de Ojeda, from
whom, however, he became separated during the-voyage, Ojeda’s
return to Spain being previous to that of Vespucci. In this
voyage he touched upon 'the most easterly point of Brazil, and
coasted northwestward as far as the island of Curagao and the
gulf of Paria, where he writes he bought pearls of the natives
for a mere nothing. He then sailed for Hispaniola, where he
was to take on provisions and repair his ships. His crew were
maltreated by those who were in the island with Columbus,
“from envy I believe,” he writes, but refrains from entering
into particulars. He returned to Spain on the 8th of September,

® Varhagen, “ Analyse critique,” p. 94.
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1500. He was received, we are told, with great joy by all, par-
ticularly by the king and queen. He brought fine pearls and
precious stones of great value, which were placed in the royal
gallery. His fame spread far and wide, and in his native city,
Florence, there was great exultation over his success—so great
“that public places were, by order of the signiory, illuminated
three nights, which was considered a great honor, accorded by
vote, with much solemnity, to the worthiest and greatest citizens
only.”

‘While he was in Seville, reposing from the fatigues of these
two voyages, the King of Portugal sent thither agents who were
to persuade him to prosecute for that monarch the discovery of
Brazil, which Cabral had accidentally made in 1500. Vespucci
consented, and it was in the service of Portugal that he under-
took his third voyage. He explored the coast of Brazil south-
ward, and some authors state that, in adopting a southeastern
course, he discovered an island which was no other than Giorgio;
this, however, is merely hypothetical. The details of this, as of
the other voyages, are to be found in the authentic letters of
Amerigo, which were published during his lifetime. On his re-
turn to Lisbon, in September, 1502, so great was the satisfaction
of the King of Portugal at the manner in which he had con-
ducted the enterprise, that in May, 1503, six caravels were placed
at his disposal, wherewith to search for a southwestern passage
to the Indies. In this he was not successful, and, after being sepa-
rated from the other ships (one of which he afterward rejoined),
he again touched on Brazil, followed its coast southward till he
reached Cape Frio, where he took on a large quantity of Brazil-
wood ; he also built a fortress and founded a small factory, and
returned to Lisbon on the 18th of June, 1504. Ferdinand of
Spain was now eager to regain his services. His rare knowledge
and experience rendered him equally valuable to each of the
rival monarchs. Ferdinand prevailed, and in 1505 Vespucci
returned to Spain. About this time he married a lady of Seville,
Maria Cerezo, by whom, however, he left no children. Amerigo
now occupied himself in fitting out ships for an expedition
which was to go in search of the spice-lands of Asia. These
preparations, though commenced in 1505, were not completed

8 Bandini, * Vita di Amerigo Vespucci,” cap. iii., p. 45.
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till 1507, from the fact, perhaps, of its having been stipulated
that the shlps were to be new ones.

There is a possibility of Vespucci having made a fifth voyage
during this interval, which some writers believe was the cause of
the peculiar favors accorded him by the Spanish crown; it is
as probable, however, if not more so, that the king, recognizing
his merit and learning, desired to profit by them. However this
may be, the offite of Pilot-Major of Spain was created for him in
1508, and he was charged to examine and instruct all pilots in
the use of the astrolabe, to ascertain whether their practical knowl-
edge equaled their theoretical ; also to revise maps, and to com-
Ppose one of the new lands, to be regarded as standard.*

% The royal order, appointing Vespucci to this office, which was read and pub-
lished in all the cities, villages, and hamlets of the kingdom, reads thus: . . . “We
command that all pilots of our kingdom and lordships, who now are, shall hencefor-
ward be, or desire to be, pilots on the said route to the said islands and Zrra firma
which we hold in the Indies, and other parts of the ocean seas, shall be instructed
and possees all necessary knowledge of the use of the quadrant and astrolabe; and
in order that they may unite practice with theory, and profit thereby in the said voy-
ages which they may make to the said lands, they shall not be able to embark as pilots
in the said vessels, nor receive wages for pilotage, nor shall merchants be able to
negotiate with them as such, nor captains receive them on board their ships, without
their having been first examined by you, Amerigo Despuchi, our pilot-major, and receiv-
ing from you a certificate of examination and approbation, certifying that they are pos-
sessed each one of the knowledge aforesaid; holding which certificate, we command
that they be held and received as expert pilots, wherever they shall show themselves-
for it is our will and pleasure that you should be examiner of the said pilots. And,
that those who do not possess the required kmowledge, shall the more easily acquire
it, we command that you shall instruct, at your residence in Seville, all such as shall
be desirous of learning and remunerating you for your trouble.

“ And as it might well happen that at first there should be a scarcity of examined
pilots, and that thereby vessels might be detained, and damage and loss ensue to the
people of the said islands and the merchants and others who trade therewith, we com-
mand you, the said Amerigo, and give you license to choose from among the pilots
and mariners who have voyaged thither, the most able, that for one voyage or two, or
for a certain space of time they may supply the demand, whilo others are acquiring
the necessary knowledge, and on their return you shall assign to them a period in
which they may learn whatever they may be deficient in. And as it has been told us
that there are many different charts, by different captains, of the lands and islands of
the Indies belonging to us, and by our orders recently discovered, the which charts
differ greatly from each other, both in the route indicated and in the position of the
lands, which causes much inconvenience—therefore, that there may be order in all
things, it is our will and pleasure that a standard chart shall be made; and, that it
may be the more correct, we command the officer of our Board of Trade in Seville to
call an assembly of our most able pilots, that shall at that time be in the country, and,
in presence of you, the said Amerigo Despuchi, our pilot-major, there shall be planned

9
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He led this comparatively tranquil life for four years, and
died the 22d of February, 1512. He left no wealth, having
seemingly lost sight of pecuniary interest in his desire to prose-
cute voyages of discovery ; his papers he left to his nephew, Juan
Vespucei. A pension was granted his widow, which after her
death was made reversible to her sister.

In none of his writings does Vespucci claim for himself ad-
vancement, honor, or emolument, nor does he seek to dclude his
patrons with visions of untold wealth. His letters are the easy
effusions of a great mind filled with admiration at the fertile re-
gions, balmy climate, and primitive races of the New World.
Ever modest, he merges himself in the greatness of his undertak-
ing; and, if the civilized world with one accord gave his name to
the regions he was the first in modern times to visit, it was a
tribute which it deemed just, and paid unasked. Why, then,
should we be taught to consider this judgment unjust? When
the Church, with its Inquisition, before whose severe censorship
all works of history (and more especially those relating to the new
lands) had to pass, was laboring with unremitting zeal for the ag-
grandizement of Columbus, and the ignoring of all his contempo-
raries, no opposition was raised in Spain to the naming of the con-

and drawn a chart of all the lands and islands of the Indies, which have hitherto been
discovered belonging to our kingdom; and upon this consultation, subject to the ap-
proval of you, our pilot-major, a standard chart shall be drawn, which shall be called
the Royal Chart, by the which all pilots must direct and govern themselves. This shall
remain in the possession of our said officers, and of you, our said pilot-major ; and no
pilot shall use any other chart, without incurring a penalty of fifty doubloons, to be paid
to the Board of Trade of the Indies in the city of Seville. We also command all pilots
of our kingdoms and lordships that henceforward shall go to the said lands of the
Indies, discovered or to be discovered, that should they find new lands, islands, bays,
or ports, or any other thing worthy of note, they shall mark it upon the said Royal
Chart, and, returning to Castile, shall go and give an account thereof to you, our said
pilot-major, and to the officers of the Board of Trade in Seville, that all may be put
down in its place in the said Royal Chart, to the end that navigators may be the more
apt and learned in navigation. Moreover, we command that none of our pilots, who
shall henceforward navigate the ocean seas, shall be without their quadrant and astro-
labe, and the appurtenances thereof, under penalty of being disqualified for service
for as long a time as it shall be our pleasure, and shall not be able to resume their
position without our special license, and without paying a fine of ten thousand mara-
vedis to the said Board of Trade of Seville. And it is our will and pleasure that in
virtue of the above, you, the said Amerigo Despuchi, shall use and exercise the said
functions of our pilot-major, and shall be able to do, and shall do, all things pertain-
ing to that office, contained in this our letter,” etc.—NavARErTE, * Coleccion de los
viajes y Descubrimientos,” etc., etc., vol. iii., p. 299.
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tinent after its first explorer. Moreover, we read that the name
was given by a royal mandate emanating from the crown of Cas-
tile. Apiano,” who wrote almost contemporaneous with Colum-
bus and Vespucci, makes no mention of the former in his chapter
on America, but merely states that this ¢ fourth part of the world
received its name from Amerigo Vespucci, discoverer of the same,
. . . in 1497, by order of the King of Spain.” Viscount San-
tarem, in a life of Vespucci, which evinces extreme hostility to
the latter, and unbounded partiality to the cause of Columbus,
seeks to account for the naming of the continent from the fact
that a “host of eminent geographers and historians who wrote
during the lifetime or immediately after the death of Columbus,
ascribe the discovery of the New World to Amerigo, and name it
after him in their histories, geographies, and maps.” He adds,
“ Which name Apian, Vadiamus, and Camers, have since widely
spread through Strasbourg, Friburg, and Vienna, while the pro-
digious celebrity of the little book of Apian has propagated the
evil by innumerable editions published in Holland and else-
where.” He might have said in Spain,” in the language of
which country the work was published, having passed the severe
censorship of the Church, Crown, and Inquisition, to which, as
we have already stated, all works relating to the new lands were
subjected. If, therefore, we find in a book, bearing the impress
of the Inquisition, a statement militating against the claims of
Columbus, which we know the Inquisition sought to further to
the utmost, we may very reasonably infer that statement to have
been regarded as incontestable. e know that Columbus lived
upon friendly terms with Vespucei for more than seven years
after the latter had publicly laid claim to the discovery of the
continent.* Las Casas, moreover, writes: “I cannot but wonder
that Hernando Colon, a clear-sighted man, who, as I certainly
know, had in his hand Amerigo’s account of his travels, should
not have remarked in them any deceit or injustice toward the
admiral.” We presume that Fernando, as well as his father,
was more competent to judge of the causes of their silence upon

81 An eminent geographer and astronomer.

88 The Spanish copy of Apiano, from which our extract is taken, was published
ouly fifteen years after the death of Columbus,

8 Herrera, relating events which happened in 1501, tells us, as of an old story, that
“ Americus Vespuccius was, with Ojeda, still persisting in arrogating to himself the
honor of having discovered the continent.” Columbus died in 15086.
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this subject than Las Casas, or any other of their extravagant
admirers; and had there been the least pretext for refuting the
statements of Vespucci, or denying his achievements, it is not
likely they would have failed to do so; yet in after-years the
votaries of Columbus raised the hue-and-cry of imposition against
Vespucci ; they tampered with his letters, changing dates,” sup-
pressing or perverting facts, that there might be apparent incon-
sistency in his narrative. The man thus assailed is proved to
have led a noble and useful life, earning and retaining the re-
spect of all with whom he had relations, not excepting Columbus,
whom he is accused of having wronged, and who seems to have
quarreled with every man connected with him or the Western
lands, saving Amerigo Vespucci only. The following letter is
sufficient proof of the light in which Columbus regarded
Amerigo :

“ To My vErY DEAR Sox D1eco CoLumBus :

% My dear son, Diego Mendez departed from this place on
Monday, the 3d of this month. After his departure I conversed
with Amerigo Vespucci, the bearer of this, who has been sum-
moned to court upon matters of navigation. He has always
been desirous of pleasing me, and is a very worthy man. For-
tune has been unpropitious to him, as to many others, and his
labors have not profited him as much as reason would scem to
require. He goes for me, and with a great desire to do some-
thing which may redound to my advantage, if it is in his power.
I know not here what instructions to give him that will benefit
me, because I know not what is desired of him there. He goes
determined to do for me all that is possible. See what can be
done to advantage there, and labor for it, that he may know and

% Vanhagen, who has done more than any one man toward demonstrating the
injustice which has been done Vespucci,and who bas laboriously collected a vast
amount of evidence and facts, writes: * Herrera, the chronicler of the West Indies,
while borrowing neary literally the Latin text of the ‘Cosmographiz Introductio’
(Vespucci), with all the details, on this first voyage of Vespucei, and knowing that the
Florentine navigator had accompanied Ojeda in 1499, thought this must have been
the first voyage made by the former. In this belief he changed the date (1497) to
1499, and when he saw that the Florentine navigator’s account began to disagree
with the facts of which he had knowledge by other documents relating to Ojeda’s first
voyage in 1499, he raised the cry of imposture, and accused Vespucci of having con-
fused every thing on purpose, while it was he (Herrera) who was mistaken, and who by
this mistake was later to lead into error Charlevoix, Robertson, Tiraboschi, and even
Navarette and Humboldt.”—* Analyse Critique de la Vie de Vespuce,” p. 94.
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speak of every thing and set things in motion. Let every thing
be done secretly, that no suspicion may arise. I have said to
him all that I can say touching this business, and I have in-
formed him of the payments which have been made to me and
which are yet to make. This letter is for the adelantado”
(brother of Columbus); also, that he may see wherein he can
profit and advise him ” (Vespucei) “of it, let his majesty believe
that his ships were in the best and richest part of the Indies,
and, if any thing farther is required than what has been said, I
will satisfy him by word of mouth, for it is impossible for me to
tell by writing. May the Lord have you in his holy keeping!
“Done at Seville, February 5, 1505.
¢ Thy father, who loves thee better than himself,
“ CarsToPEER CoLUMBUS.”

If the noble character of Vespucci needed vindication from
the vile aspersions cast upon him by prejudiced or partial histo-
rians, the above letter of Columbus should silence further cen-
sure and complaint ; it bears full testimony to the honorable con-
duct of the man, while the writer seems most desirous of profit-
ing by his influence. With slight inconsistency, which will not
surprise those who have perused the writings of Columbus, in
the second sentence of his letter he says, “who is called to court
on matters of navigation ;” a little farther on we read, ¢ He goes
for me,” which would lead us to suppose that Amerigo was called
to court expressly to further the interests of Columbus. The
first statement we know to have been the truth. Vespucci left
Portugal at the instance of the crown of Spain, to take charge
of an office which was subsequently erected into a department
of the administration, pertaining to pilotage, navigation, and
charts. He was to correct the errors carried into the latter by
the teachings and maps of Columbus and others. Columbus
had fallen into disgrace on account of his cruelty, the gross mis-
statements contained in his letters pertaining to his discoveries
in the West, and the inaccuracy of his charts; the use of these,
we have seen, was subsequently prohibited, and a penalty im-
posed upon the pilot who should sail by them.” We do not

¢ Irving writes (book i., chapter iv.): “ When the passion for maritime discovery
was seeking aid to facilitate its enterprigses, the knowledge and skill of an able cos-
mographer, like Colambus, would be properly appreciated, and the superior correct-
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here propose to raise the veil of secrecy which Columbus in his
letter seeks to cast upon a matter public in its character, of
which it was his duty to speak and write frankly to the sovereign
who had employed him ; honesty does not thus shun the light.
All this deceit is very different from the conduct of Amerigo,
who in one of his letters thus excuses himself for not writing
more in detail: “ Much more have I diligently noted down in a
pamphlet in which I have described this voyage, and which is
now in the hands of his majesty, who I hope will return it to
me shortly.”

It is worthy of note that Vespucci was not summoned as a
witness by the heirs of Columbus in their memorable lawsuit
against the crown. Friend as he was, we have reason to believe
he knew too much of the demerits of the claims set up, and
of matters pertaining thereto, which Columbus desired to have
kept secret. Those who write in the interest of Columbus, and
against Vespucci, have represented the latter as soliciting the
above letter for the purpose of introducing himself favorably at
court, and thence affect to believe that Vespucci was a very ob-
scure and unimportant individual. If we could for & moment -
believe that Amerigo either needed or desired the letter for
such a purpose, we are frank to admit that his condition was
low indeed ; it was written at a period when Columbus had sunk
to the greatest depth of degradation ; five years before (and his
condition had in all respects continued to grow more desperate
to the day of his death), he writes: “I have now reached that
point that there is no  man so vile but thinks it his right to
insult me. . . . If I were to build churches or hospitals, they
would call them caves for robbers.”

The time and place of Columbus’s nativity remain undeter-
mined, there is no genuine portrait of him ; but about the coun-
try, family, and person of Amerigo, there is no dispute ; his por-
trait and statues are placed among the household gods, even in
the abodes of the humble in the Old World. As the children
of the United States recognize the portrait of Washington, so do
those of Italy that of the discoverer of America.

ness of his maps and charts would give him notoriety among men of science.” From
the facts which we have recorded above, it is evident that the government of Castile
did not concur in the estimate of Mr. Irving touching the value of Columbus and his
charts. -
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Vespucei injured none. He did not imagine or pretend to
imagine himself in Asia when in America, as did Columbus;
though many have sought to make him participate in the error
of the latter, we have his own words to prove how just were his
ideas upon the subject. In one of his letters he says: ¢ These
regions . . . which it is legitimate to call the New World ;” and
again, elsewhere: “Most of the ancients say that beyond the

PorTrArT OF VESPUOCT.—(From an Original Painting from Life.)

equinoctial line toward the south there is no continent, but only
sea, which they called Atlantic, and those who say that there is
land say that it cannot be inhabited ; this opinion is erroneous,
as my last navigation has shown, for I have found in ¢is conti-
nent people and animals as in our Europe or Asia or Africa.”
He thus makes distinet mention of the four quarters of the
globe, as they are now recognized. Here, then, is another plea
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in favor of the name America.” Columbus, to the last, whether
through ignorance or willful deceit, persisted in declaring his dis-
coveries to be India, Asia, the territories of the Grand-Khan.
How could his name be given to countries already well known ¢
or how could he be said to discover Asia, India, which had occu-
pied so large a space in the world’s history for unnumbered ages ?

Amerigo’s knowledge of astronomy and cosmography was
much more profound than that of Columbus, who, indeed, at
times appears ridiculously ignorant, and who, notwithstanding
his novel theory that the world is pear-shaped, is represented in
all works written upon the subject, from the child’s picture-
book to the graver history, as revealing to a hitherto ignorant
civilization the “startling theory of the sphericity of the earth.”

Vespucei does not seem to consider this doctrine of sphericity
in the light of a strange or novel teaching; he draws the globe to
illustrate his travels over a quarter of its circumference, and to
show the relative position of the new lands with the old, but
makes no such explanation as one naturally would when speak-
ing of a new and “startling ” theory.

History says that Columbus was the favorite of Isabella,
though disliked by Ferdinahd, while Amerigo was the latter's
favorite mariner. This being an almost universal opinion, the
same reasons which we have already cited as causing the com-
parative unpopularity of Ferdinand and popularity of Isabella
may also be made to account for the ideas generally conceived
of their supposed respective favorites. The Spanish authors,
who so virulently attack Vespucci, wrote for the Church to which
Isabella was professedly devoted. Pope Alexander VI., a Span-
iard, deeded the Continent of America to Castile; the clergy
ever sought to glorify Columbus ; Isabella favored him until his
faithlessness and cruelty made it impolitic if not impossible lon-
ger to protect him. Ferdinand, whose power as King of Aragon
was not so great as that of Isabella of Castile, unwilling to trust
the adventurer Columbus, but judging nevertheless that an ex-
pedition in search of these lands might be profitable, sought

6 Mr. Irving appends a note, relating to this matter, to his notice on Vespucei, in
which he says: ¢ The first suggestion of the name appears to have been in the Latin
work already cited, published in 8t.-Diez, in Lorraine, in 1507, in which was inserted
the letter of Vespucci to King René. The author, after speaking of the other three

parts of the world, Asia, Africa, and Europe, recommends that the fourth shall be
called Amerige or America, after Vespucci, whom he imagined its discoverer.”
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Amerigo, whose integrity inspired even the suspicious monarch
with confidence. But it was necessary that the expeditions should
be so quietly conducted as not to assume the aspect of rivaling
those of Castile. It is probable, moreover, that the sagacity of
Ferdinand, as well as the wisdom of Vespucci, prompted them
to prosecute their discoveries in an unostentatious manner; they
may have been strengthened in this wise resolve by having wit-
nessed the sorry exhibition made up of a few naked savages
bearing parrots on their shoulders, with which Columbus sought
to challenge the admiration of the Spaniards, but which merely

ZENIT NOSTRO

VEsproct's ILLUSTRATION or THE SBPHERICITY oF THE EARTH.

succeeded in exciting derision, for at the time too many adven-
turers, who had listened to his golden falsehoods, had returned
to their native land broken in health, ruined in fortune, sadder
and wiser men, to tell a tale of deluded hopes, want, disaster, and
despair.

We are constantly told that the weight of authority is on the
side of Columbus; but how can the ardent secker of truth, and
trath only, fail to be discouraged when he finds how partial is
the testimony in the case? Las Casas informs us that in all that
telates to the discoveries in the New World the most worthy of
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credit is Peter Martyr of Aughieri; that whatever he relates
respecting these discoveries was recorded in accordance with the
-accounts given by the admiral himself. Columbus thus becomes
his own historian and eulogist, laying down the law by which
the claims of all others are to be judged. He would naturally
present his own side of the case, and, from what his writings
lead us to suppose, would not scruple to slander those whose
opinions or statements differed from his, or who had opposed
any of his measures.

TRIUMPH OF AMERIGO.

Here, then, is an impartial testimony! To the glory of Co-
lumbus, a nation’s history is prostituted, her great men ignored,
her true benefactors assailed. Like the brazen image of Nebu-
chadnezzar, he is raised on high to be worshiped, and all who
will not bow the knee must perish. Yet all the efforts of his
enemies will not wrest the laurel from the brow of Amerigo.
America 8 the name given by the solemn verdict of a world to a
continent. It 8 a goodly name; like the laws of the Medes and
Persians, it alters not; it shall not pass away until the heavens
shall be wrapped together as a scroll, and the earth shall melt
with fervent heat, and the angel who stood upon the sea and upon
the earth shall proclaim that time shall be no longer!



CHAPTER VIIL

OONTEMPORARIES OF COLUMBUS— (OONTINUED).
PINZON—CABOT—CABRAL.

It would be impossible fairly to judge Columbus and his
contemporaries without briefly noticing some of the most meri-
torious and notable of the latter, who, though less renowned than
Vespucci, are well worthy a place beside him, and-above Co-
lumbus.

MarTin Aronzo and ViNcENT YANEz Pnzon were among
the most deserving and worse maligned of these. It appears to
have been the spirit of history to lessen the fame of the eminent
navigators contemporaneous with Columbus, that he may appear
preéminent. It seems sad to us that those who first visited the
shores of our continent should occupy so small a space in history ;
that while many ignore even the names of Cabot and Cabral, and
regard Vespucci as an impostor, Columbus should be styled by
every school-boy the discoverer of America ; it seems sad, we say,
yet these wrongs appear as just when compared with the ingrati-
tade of which the Pinzons have been the victims—the Pinzons,
the life-blood of the first expedition of this very Columbus, who
climbed to notoriety by means of their purse and good-will, and
of one of whom he afterward speaks with the little-mindedness
which characterized the man, as “one Pinzon,” of whom he
seems to preserve but a vague recollection.

‘When Columbus entered Spain, friendless, penniless, leaving
behind him a history of piracy and crime which would cause all
who knew, to distrust him, he first arrived at Palos, a little town,
scarce more than a village, situated near the sea; he begged at
the gates of the Couvent de 1a Rabida for bread and lodging for
himself and child. The prior ministered to his wants, and to
this friar, Juan Perez by name, Columbus imparted the informa-
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tion he had received of there being certain lands to the west of
the Canaries. Juan Perez introduced the wayfarer to the Pin-
zons, the first family of the place, men noted for their courage
and nautical skill. Martin Alonzo, head of the family, listened
with interest to the tale of Columbus, the more so as he also,
during a visit to Rome, had heard rumors of the existence of
these lands ;* indeed, many seem to have suspected it, for among
the Spanish state papers is a letter from Don Pedro de Ayala,
dated 1498, in which he states that the merchants of Bristol had
for seven years been sending out ships for the discovery of the
island of Brazil, thus running back to a period more than a year
anterior to the first voyage of Columbus.

During his conversation with Martin Alonzo, Columbus
stated his desire to visit the court of Spain and solicit ships and
the funds necessary for an expedition to reach and conquer these
lands, but he was lacking wardrobe, money, and influence. Mar-
tin Alonzo provided him with the first two necessaries, and Juan
Perez with the third, in the shape of a letter to Fernando de Ta-
lavera, confessor to the queen. After a lapse of several years,
through these influences, Columbus returned to Palos with an or-
der from Queen Isabella on the inhabitants of the town for two
caravels equipped and manned, providing Columbus were to
defray the expense of a third ; this, of course, he would have been
unable to do, had not the Pinzons come to his aid, Vincent Ya-
nez laying down one million maravedis, which was the eighth
part of the expense Columbus had boasted he would defray.* The
ships were made ready, but so great was the repugnance of the
inhabitants of Palos to follow an unknown adventurer across the
seas in search of distant lands, that the first caravels were scuttled
and sunk. After they were replaced, Columbus found it impossi-
ble to persuade the mariners to accompany him. Martin Alonzo,
who had been absent, now returned ; he and his brother each took
command of a vessel—Martin Alonzo of the Pinta, Vincent
Yanez of the Nifia. When the inhabitants of the town saw
these brave and honest men, whom they loved and respected,
putting their fortunes and their lives into the enterprise, they
took courage and came forward with alacrity. Thus Columbus
owed every thing, in this first expedition, to “the brave broth-

6 See Navarette, ¢ Colece. Dip.,” vol. iii., p. 559.
84 See previous reference; also Irving, * Life of Columbus,” book ii., chap. ix.
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ers Pinzon” as they have been most justly termed. When we
contrast the conduct of these men with that of Columbus, we are
filled with admiration. While the latter for years refused to un-
dertake the expedition unless receiving the greatest honors or
emoluments, while sharing none of the expense, and while he
succeeded in excluding all competitors by obtaining subsequently
a revocation of the order allowing Spanish subjects to search for
Jands at their own expense for the benefit of the crown, thus
narrowing the field of discovery, the Pinzons expend money and
influence, leave their home and the town where their fathers had
lived respected for generations, apparently without making any
conditions for reward.® With such conduct before us, how can
we for a moment entertain the idea that Columbus was actuated
by a desire to promote science, to benefit mankind, or by any
other motive than cupidity %

On the 3d of August, 1492, the three ships sailed, thc one
commanded by Columbus, the St. Mary, being the largest and
finest ; nevertheless, during the whole of the voyage, she was in
the rear, the Pinta leading, as testified by Columbus’s own jour-
nal. Here, also, explodes another popular error founded on the
untruthfulness of Columbus, and those who have sung his praises.
It is said that the men mutinied, that the rest of the expedition de-
sired to return to Spain, but were led on and encouraged by the
constancy of Columbus. Now, as we have stated above, the St.
Mary was always in the rear, the others having frequently to lay
by for her. It is scarcely probable that the Pinta and Nifia would
have continued thus in advance, had their commanders wished
to turn back ; besides, according to the testimouny of several wit-
nesses in the celebrated lawsuit of Don Diego Columbus against
the crown, Columbus himself, after sailing some hundred leagues
without finding land, wished to return, but was persuaded by the
Pinzons to continue the voyage! Although we do not vouch for
the trath of this testimony, it appears more probable than that
the Pinzons, who were so greatly interested in the success of the
expedition, should wish to abandon their projects.

® In the testimony in the lawsuit, already alluded to, it is stated that Martin
Alonzo stipulated with Columbus for half the profits which should accrue to the lat-
ter. This may be true, but Columbus’s habitual unfaithfulness caused him to ignore
any such condition; and, the expedition not being a lucrative one, no claims were
preferred at the time by the Pinzons, so that the matter remains uncertain.
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Columbus, ignoring the ocean-current which drifted him
northward, was sailing out of the track which had been laid
down for him, when the Pinzons called his attention to this
northward tendency, and urged him to adopt a more southerly
course. He obstinately refused, alleging as a reason that it would
shake the confidence of his men, and tend to lessen his impor-
tance, for him to appear uncertain as to where the land lay;
nevertheless, as they did not find it, he finally consented to adopt
a more southerly course, and thus arrived at the island of His-
paniola, which but for this change of route he would never have
done. To whom, then, was the credit due, to Columbus or to
Pinzon ¢

During the consultations with the Pinzons, as to a change of
route, we read that from time to time maps and charts were con-
sulted, by which Columbus was sailing. One of these was no
doubt that of Alonzo Sanchez, the dead pilot, of whom we shall
speak elsewhere, and from whom it is more than probable Co-
lumbus received nearly all his information regarding lands in the
West. :

After reaching the Caribi islands, by the route indicated by
the Pinzons, Columbus declared he would have followed that
course from the beginning had he not been told that the land lay
Jrom north to south across his track ; he thus demonstrated him-
self that the voyage was based upon information received, and
in no wise upon his own studies, conjectures, or knowledge. A
reward of ten thousand maravedis annuity had been offered by
the king and queen to the man who should first discover land.
On board the Pinta, which, as we have said, was generally ahead
of the two other vessels, there was an old mariner, Roderigo de
Triana by name, who had long served under Martin Alonzo.
The latter was evidently much attached to him; so much so that
he wished him to obtain the above reward, and arranged in such
sort that he should have every opportunity for doing so. In due
time Roderigo declared land to be in sight, and the Pinta fired
her gun as a signal. Columbus, when it was ascertained that
the alarm was not a false one, stated that he had seen a light on
the previous evening, and had privately spoken of it to Peter
Gutierrez, groom of the chamber to the king. None of his crew
were aware of the fact or had seen the light, and Columbus had
made no demonstration ; moreover, his ship being at that time



TRIANA DEFRAUDED BY COLUMBUS. 133

far in the rear, it is less than probable that such was the case.
Columbus, however, did not scruple to despoil the old mariner
of his well-earned reward, and we read in Herrera : ¢ But their
majesties declared that the reward of ten thousand maravedis
annuity belonged to the admiral, and it was always paid him at
the shambles of Seville, because he saw a light amid darkness,
meaning the spiritual light that was then coming into those bar-
barous people.” *

Roderigo de Triana, after this warning that he should put no
confidence in princes, disgusted at the injustice of the “admi-
ral ” and his sovereigns, left his country and turned Turk.”

‘While at Hispaniola, Columbus lost his ship, and was taken
on board the Nifa, commanded by Vincent Yanez. Martin
Alonzo sailed round the island, desiring to obtain a knowledge
of the country. Columbus, when excusing himself to Ferdinand
and Isabella for not bringing back as much gold as he had prom-
ised, ascribed his failure to this so-called desertion on the part
of Pinzon, whom he declared to have been insubordinate.
Martin Alonzo, who had so nobly befriended Columbus in ad-
versity, was thus maligned by him, and through his unjust accu-
sation forbidden to appear at court; his pride must have been
deeply wounded, but it is probable that the ingratitude of
Columbus touched him still more keenly. He died, it is said,
broken-hearted at Palos, shortly after his return. He deserved
a better fate.

Vincent Yanez soon after fitted out an expedition of four
fine ships at his own expense,” took with him two sons of
Martin Alonzo, and sailed west till he discovered Brazil, three
months before Cabral in May, 1500, accidentally reached its
shores. .

Charles V. raised the family of the Pinzons to nobility or
hidalguia, and gave them an escutcheon, on which are seen four
caravels and the motto arrogated to Columbus:

¢ A Castilla y a Leon,
Nuevo Mundo dio Pinzon.”

% Herrera, “ West Indies,” vol. i, chapter xii., Stevens's translation.

€' Navarette, “ Colecc. Dip,” vol. iii.

€ When a private individual could do this, the absurdity of the statement con-
tained in most works on the subject, that Isabella pawuned her jewels to raise the
necessary funds for equipping the three little caravels forming the first expedition,

.
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This is substantially all that is recorded of the Pinzons: .His-
tory passes lightly over their names, but Fate seems to have
made all the reparation in her power; for, while the family of
Columbus, which, so far as regards name or fame, began with
him, has long since become extinct, the worthy Pinzons still
flourish in their numerous descendants, who have perpetuated the
virtues as well as the name of their illustrious ancestors, and on
many of whose houses in the little towns of Palos and Moguer,
to which they have remained faithful, the escutcheon (the only
reward received by these noble and enterprising men from their
sovereign) is still emblazoned.

Jorn CaBor was possibly the first modern discoverer of
America ; of his birthplace we have no certain information, but
we know that he was by adoption, it not by birth, a citizen of
Venice, for we find in the archives of that city an act dated
March 29, 1496, by which the senate unanimously grants deniza-
tion to Zuan Caboto, which act states that citizenship is granted
him ¢ as usual within and without for fifteen years;” we may,
therefore, infer that he was of Venetian birth, as it was not usual
to grant citizenship to foreigners residing in foreign countries,
while it had been customary to grant it to citizens proposing to
make a long sojourn abroad. Moreover, in the second license
granted him by Henry VIL, he is styled “ Kabotto Venician.”
He had evidently, however, resided some time at Bristol in Eng-
Jand, when the above act of citizenship was passed, and in 1497
Henry VII. granted him a license authorizing him and his heirs
and assigns to make search for islands, provinces, or regions in
the Eastern, Western, or Northern seas, and to occupy such ter-
ritories as vassals of the English king, paying him one-fifth of
the profits on merchandise. ‘With this charter John Cabot, in
1497, embarked with one vessel, and sailed west seven hundred

"leagues. The particulars of this voyage and the impressions it
created at the time are interestingly preserved to us in a letter
byone Lorenzo Pasqualigo, Venetian merchant in London, to his
brother in Venice, which is found in the archives of that city.

Lorenzo writes: * The Venetian, our countryman, who went
with a ship from Bristol, in quest of new islands, is returned, and
says that seven hundred leagues hence he discovered land, the

and which, as we have seen, were provided solely at the expense of the Pinzons and
people of Palos, becomes apparent.
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territory of the Grand-Khan” (Gram Cam). “He coasted for
three hundred leagues, and landed; saw no human beings, but
he has brought hither to the king certain snares which had been
set to catch game, and a needle for making nets; be also found
some felled trees, wherefore he supposed there were inhabitants,
and returned to his ship in alarm.

 He was three months on the voyage, and on his return he
saw two islands to starboard, but would not land, time being
precious, as he was short of provisions. He says that the tides
are slack, and do not flow as they do here. The King of Eng-
Jand is much pleased with this intelligence.

“The king has promised that in spring our countryman shall
have ten ships armed to his order,and at his request has conceded
to him all prisoners, except such as are confined for high-treason,
to man his fleet. The king has also given him money where-
with to amuse himself till then, and he is now at Bristol with his
wife, who is also a Venetian, and with his sons. His name is
Zuan Cabot, and he is styled the great admiral. Vast honor is
paid him ; he dresses in silk, and these English run after him
like mad people, so that he can enlist as many of them as he
pleases, and & number of our own rogues besides. The discov-
erer of these places planted on his new-found land a large cross,
with one flag of England and another of St. Mark, by reason of
his being a Venetian, so that our banner has ﬂoated very far

afield.
“ Loxpox, August 28, 1497.”

The promise of ten ships above alluded to is restricted in the
second license granted by the king on February 3, 1498, to six
English vessels, which Cabot has authority to impress, as also to
enlist companies of volunteers. According to Lorenzo, he would
not have much difficulty in doing this. Nevertheless it does not
appear that John Cabot made any voyage under this license,
nothing further of him being recorded ; neither the date nor place
of his death is known, and we are in equal ignorance as to his
age.- It is generally supposed that Newfoundland was that upon
which he first touched in 1497, yet the description he gives of
the country and of the animals therein leads us to suppose that
Labrador must have been the main-land of which he speaks. We
know, however, that he coasted three hundred leagues south-
ward, and most probably visited Newfoundland also. Columbus,

10
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on his own showing, only visited the continent four months
later.

Purchas says with some justice that these lands should rather
have been called Cabotta. However that may be, the merit of
priority seems to rest between Cabot and Amerigo Vespucci, as
they both touched the continent in the same year ; but, as the lat-
ter prosecuted his discoveries in a more scientific spirit and to a
greater extent, the name which the land now bears may be re-
garded as a just tribute. Mr. Irving, who, like many extrava-
gant admirers of Columbus, would at all cost annihilate the
claims of Vespucei, admits, in his endeavors to do so, the justice
of those of Cabot, and confounding the son Sebastian, who took
part in the expedition with the father, John Cabot, writes: ‘“In
fact, the European who first reached the main-land of the New
World was most probably Sebastian Cabot, a native of Venice,
sailing in the employ of England. In 1497 he coasted its shores
from Labrador to Florida.”

SeBasTIAN CaBoT Was probably twenty years of age when he
accompanied his father on the voyage of 1497. Much might be
written of the character and achievements of this navigator.
The wisdom and moderation which governed most of his un-
dertakings stand out in relief against the barbarous deeds of
many who attempted the discovery, conquest, and settlement of
America.

The English authorities claim that Sebastian was born. at
Bristol, while the Venetians are equally anxious to prove him
their compatriot by birth as well as parentage. The question,
however, still remains undetermined. In 1498 he sailed with
two ships, under the patent granted him jointly with his father,
for the purpose of discovering the northwest passage. He sailed
so far north that in the middle of July the daylight was almost
continuous, and the numerous icebergs compelled him to change
his course; in so doing, he touched upon the Continent of Amer-
ica, and perhaps upon Newfoundland. He sailed along the coast
of the continent until he reached the latitude of Gibraltar, when
he returned to England—disappointed that she object of his
voyage had not been effected, and regarding his important dis-
coveries as of so little moment that he allowed his patent to be-
come void. Upon the death of Henry VII., he was summoned
to Spain, to assist at the council for the New Indies; and in 1518
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he was appointed Pilot-Major of Spain by Charles V., a circum-
stance which manifests in how great repute was his skill in navi-
gation.

Having failed in his attempt to discover a northwest passage,
he turned his thoughts upon the possibility of there existing a
southwestern oune, and went in search of the same in 1526.
During this voyage he arrived at Brazil, sailed up the river La
Plata, and discovered Paraguay. He remained about three
years in this country, and then returned to Spain, where he con-
tinued to exercise his functions of pilot-major until 1548, when
he was recalled to England ; and a pension granted to him of
two hundred and fifty marks (£166 13s. 4d). He was afterward
requested to return to Spain, but declined.

He seems to have been much looked up to in England, and
to have been consulted on the most important questions. Hak-
lnyt writes: “ Our merchants perceived the commodities and
wares of England to be in small request about us and near unto
us; and that those merchandises which strangers, in the time
and memory of our ancestors, did earnestly seek and desire, were
now neglected, and the price thereof abated, although they be
carried to their own parts; and all foreign merchandises in great
account, and their prices wonderfully raised. . . . And, whereas
at the same time, Sebastian Cabota, a man in those days very
renowned, happened to be in London, they began first of all to
deal and consult diligently with him; and, after much search and
conference together, it was at last concluded that three ships
should be prepared and furnished out for search and discovery
of the Northern part of the world, to open a way and passage for
our men, and for travel to new and unknown lands.” *

It was thus that through his influence was organized an expe-
dition which, rounding the cape of Norway, was to discover a
northeast passage to China. This expedition, though of course
unsuccessful in its object, reached Archangel, and established
trading operations with the Russians, which resulted afterward
in the formation of the Russian Trading Company, one of Eng-
land’s greatest sodrces of wealth.

Charles V. wrote urgently in 1553, requesting that Cabot
might retnrn to Spain, where his services had been very valun-
able ; but this he declined, and still continued in England. He

% Hakluyt, “ Voyages,” p. 280.
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had made the deviations of the compass a study, and had sought
to discover the point where they should cease. We find him
demonstrating his opinions, and instructing the youthful King
Edward on this point. He has, therefore, been styled by some
the discoverer of the variations of the compass. It is more than
probable, however, that neither he nor Columbus is entitled to
this credit, but that the said variations have been noted and com-
mented upon centuries before the birth of either.

In 1556 Sebastian erganized another expedition of discovery,
of which Stephen Burrough was the commander. In the latter’s
journal we find the following: ¢The 27th of April, being Mon-
day, the Right Worshipful Sebastian Caboto came aboard our
Pinnesse at Gravesende, accompanied with divers gentlemen
and gentlewomen, who, after that they had viewed our pinnesse,
and tasted of such cheere as we could make them aboard, they
went on shore, giving to our mariners right liberal rewards ; and
the Goode olde Gentleman, Master Caboto, gave the poor most
liberale almes ; wishing them to pray for the good fortune and pros-
perous success of the Serchthrift, our pinnesse. And then, at the
sign of the Clmstopher, he and his friends banketted, and made me
and them that were in the company great cheere. And for very
joy that he had to see the towardness of our intended discovery,
he entered into the dance himself among the rest of the young
and lusty company ; which, being ended, he and his friends de-
parted most gently, commending us to the Governance of
Almighty God.”

On the death of Edward VI, he resigned his pension; and
we find little more of this great man recorded in the history of
the country which he had so greatly served. All that we learn
of his character inspires us with respect. In Ramusio, he is de-
scribed thus by one who had seen him: “I found him a most
gentle and courteous person, who treated me with great kind-
ness, and showed me a great many things; among the rest, a
great map of the world, on which the several voyages of the Por-
tuguese and Spaniards were laid down.”

Much has been said in extenuation of the cruelty of Colum-
bus, about the spirit of the times being one of bigotry and intol-
erance. We find no proof of any such spirit in the following
items of the regulations written by Sebastian for the governance
of Sir Hugh Willoughby’s expedition in 1553. The good sense
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therein displayed materially increases our admiration for the
man :

“22d item: Not to disclose to any nation the state of our
religion, but to pass it over in silence, without any declaration
of it: seeming to bear with such laws and rights as the place
hath where you shall arrive.

“23d item: Forasmuch as our people and shippe may appear
unto them strange and wondrous, and theirs, also, to ours—it is
to be considered how they may be used—learning much of their
natures and dispositions by some one such person as you may
first either allure, or take to be brought aboard your ships; and
there to learn, as you may without violence or force; and no
woman to be tempted or intreated to incontinence or dishon-
estie.

¢26th item : Every nation and region is to be considered
advisedly ; and not to provoke them by any disdaine, laughing
eontempt, or such like; but to use them with prudent circum-
spection, with all gentlenesse and curtesie. And not to tarry
long in one place, until you shall have attained the most worthy
place that may be found; in such sort as you may return with
victuals sufficient prosperously.” ™

During the last part of his life, and after his death, Sebastian
Cabot was the victim of great ingratitude on the part of the Eng-
lish; on which Mr. Biddle, his most able and exhaustive biog-
rapher, thus touchingly comments:

‘The English language would probably be spoken in no part
of America but for Sebastian Cabot. The commerce of England,
and her navy, are admitted to have been deeply, incalculably,
his debtors. Yet there is reason to fear that in his extreme age
the allowance, which had been solemnly granted to him for life,
was fraudulently broken in upon. His birthplace we have seen
denied. His fame has been obscured by English writers, and
every wild calumny against him adopted and circulated. All
his own maps and discoveries, ‘drawn and written by himself,’
“which it was hoped might come out in print, ¢because so worthy
monuments should not be buried in perpetual oblivion,” have
been buried in perpetual oblivion. He gave a continent to
England, yet no man can point to the few feet of earth she has
allowed him in return.” '

™ Hakluyt, “ Voyages,” p. 259.
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This ingratitude is in great measure traceable to the partiality
of which Columbus has ever been the object. Sebastian returned
to England from his discoveries at the time when the famous ne-
gotiations were taking place for the marriage of Isabella’s daugh-
ter to the Prince of Wales. Henry VII., crippled by internal
dissensions, and desirous of obtaining an alliance with Spain,
abandoned his plans of discovery at the suggestion of its sover-
eign, as the regions in which they were to be prosecuted were
alleged to be within the limits of the grant of Pope Alexander to
Spain.” And it was evidently the intention of that country to
allow no rivals in the field ; policy, therefore, suggested to Henry
that his wisest course was to desist, and the achievements of
Sebastian were ignored.

History seems to have also resolved, with little reason and
less justice, to allow no rival to Columbus. And it is evident
that Sebastian Cabot is one of the many victims whose fame has
been sacrificed to increase that of the former.

Pepro ALvarez DE CABRAL, though little mentioned in most
histories of the discovery of America, was probably one of the
most intelligent and meritorious of the many adventurers who
early reached that continent.

He was born in Portugal, toward the close of the fifteenth
century. At that time the commerce of the East belonged, so far
as regarded Europe, entirely to Venice. Portugal was thus ex-
cluded, and, desirous of securing to herself this great source of
wealth, she sent out expeditions for the purpose of ascertaining
whether, by coasting along the shores of Africa, a route from
Portugal to India might not be discovered, by which to divert
for the benefit of Portugal a part at least of the commerce of
India. The feasibility of this plan had been demonstrated first
by Bartholemew Diaz and afterward by Vasco de Gama, who in
1497 rounded the Cape of Good Hope. The King of Portugal,
animated by this success, manned a fleet of thirteen ships with
fit and experienced men, and placed them under the command

" On the 28th of March, 1496, Ferdinand and Isabella wrote to De Puebla, their
ambassador in London, thus : “You write that a person like Columbus has come to
England for the purpose of persuading the king to enter into an undertaking similar
to that of the Indies, . . . Take care that the King of England be not deceived in this
or in any other matter. . . . Besides, they” (voyages of discovery)  cannot be executed
without prejudice to us, and to the King of Portugal."—&Spanisk State Papers.
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of Cabral. This fleet was, perhaps, one of the finest sent out at
that period. There were on board twelve hundred seamen and
soldiers, besides numerous Franciscan friars, who were to act as
misgionaries in the new settlements to be founded. Cabral with
justice regarded the coasting voyage effected by Vasco de Gama
as a tedious and dangerous one, and conceived the idea of the
present route by taking a southwesterly course till reaching the
latitude of the cape, thus crossing the ocean twice. It was dur-
ing this westerly digression that, sailing from the Cape Verde
Islands, he came in sight of Brazil, latitude 10° south, on the 3d
of May, 1500.

Coasting southward about seven degrees, he took possession
of the continent in the name of King Emmanuel, of Portugal.
Brazil remained thereafter a Portuguese possession, notwith-
standing the Spaniard Vincent Yanez Pinzon had visited its
shores in the month of January previous. Cabral had with him
twenty men banished from Portngal, whom he had orders to
leave in the different regions he discovered, as he thought fit.
Two of these he left in Brazil ; one of them we read of as having
become expert in the language of the natives, and acting as in-
terpreter.

Cabra] now sent one of his ships back to Portugal with the
news of this discovery, and with the remaining twelve sailed for
India. While crossing the cape, he encountered severe storms,
in one of which he lost four vessels. With the diminished re-
mains of his once splendid fleet he reached India, touching at
Mozambique and Calicut, at which latter he made some settle-
ments and succeeded in establishing a factory ; he then returned
to Portugal, laden with the rich merchandise of the East. On
his arrival in his native land he was received coolly by the king,
owing to the losses he had sustained ; nevertheless these losses
were attributable to the dangers incurred during the voyage,
and not to any want of skill or foresight on the part of Cabral,
who from the evidence we have already cited had proved him-
self an able seaman, far abler than the much-lauded Columbus,
who, let it be remembered, generally lost the vessel under his
own immediate command, even when the others escaped. Ca-
bral’s own vessel weathered all storms. He also proved himself
the more intelligent of the two on another point. When Colum-
bus landed in Cuba, he imagined himself within three days’ jour-
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ney of China, and dispatched a messenger with a letter to the
Grand-Khan, to return in six days! Cabral labored under no
such delusion, but, after taking possession of the new country in
his sovereign’s name, immediately set sail for his original desti-
nation (India), in an opposite direction. We find no mention
of Cabral after July, 1501, the date of his return to Portugal. He
has been allowed to sink into semi-oblivion ; nevertheless he was
incontestably an able man, and deserved more gratitude from his
sovereign, as well as more notice from posterity.



CHAPTER IX.
COLUMBUS—WHO AND WHAT WAS HE?

TaE history of most famous men generally and most natu-
rally begins with the date of their birth, and some particulars as
to their parentage and birthplace ; but the historian who attempts
to discover these particulars with regard to Columbus, under-
takes a long and fruitless task. Volumes might, indeed, be filled
with an enumeration of the views entertained or professed by
different authors on the subject, but so conflicting and various
are they that, after reading them, the conscientious author must
needs disregard them all.

Monferrat, Bogliasco, Chiavara, Oneglia, Quinto, Albisola,
Nervi, Pradello, Cogoleto, Savona, Ferrara, Piacenza, and Genoa,
have each in their turn been designated as the birthplace of
Columbus. :

The diverse opinions of contemporary authors are quoted by
his son Fernando, who declares his inability to decide the ques-
tion, and, after much apparent research, which amounts in reality
to nothing, he dismisses the subject as a matter of no impor-
tance.

Herrera, after examining many authorities, among others the
above, does not scruple to affirm that he was born at Genoa, ¢ as
all who write or treat of him do agree.”

The reader may judge of the degree of credit to which the
statements of Herrera are entitled after reading the evidence in
this particular case, and. observing the somewhat extraordinary
conclusion at which he arrives.

Indeed, the partiality and prejudice evinced by extravagant
eulogists of Columbus are very apparent in their attempts to de-
termine the place of his nativity. One author (Salinero) declares
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that whoever should deny Genoa the honor of giving birth to
this incomparable man ought to be regarded as a monster.

For our part, regarding Columbus as chiefly the creation of
an after-thought, we believe that his birthplace has become the
subject of invention, even as his exploits and learning have ex-
isted principally in the imagination of his biographers. A most
accurate register of births was kept at Genoa, wherein very
humble and obscure families can be traced back to a period ante-
rior to Columbus, yet nowhere is his name to be found. We
believe, therefore, that the honest wool-carder, Dominic Colon,
who, it is asserted by one kind author, was the father of our
hero, may be absolved from the charge; especially as he pursued
the decidedly terrestrial vocation of wool-carding, while Fer-
nando tells us, his father’s ancestors always ¢ traded by sea,” a
mild term for piracy.

If the birthplace of “the admiral” is yet unknown, all at-
tempts to discover whence or from whom he derived his name
have hitherto been still more fruitless. In vain have some, en-
deavoring to cast the glamour of noble descent over this created
hero, sought his parentage among noble families bearing a name
somewhat similar to that of Columbus. In vain others, wishing
to make his individual greatness stand out in bolder relief, have
made him the son of poor and even ignoble parents. There
being no evidence, no real facts, each author has placed his hero
in that rank of life which he himself considered most likely to
give him prestige in the eyes of the world.

Perhaps, however, with the aid of an historian who certainly
would not intentionally seek to bring disrepute upon Columbus
(we speak of his son Fernando), we may be able to cast some
light upon this hitherto vexed question.

In the fifth chapter of Fernando’s history of his father, we
find mentioned “a famous man of his name and family, called
Colon, renowned upon the sea, . . . insomuch that they made
use of his name to frighten children in the cradle. . . . This
man was called Colon the Younger.”

Here is the unqualified statement of Fernando, that Chris-
topher was of the name and family of the individual known as
Colon the Younger. He further states that in company of this
Colon, a pirate, his father sailed “for a long time;” and de-
scribes an encounter between these pirates and some Flanders
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galleys, in which Christopher barely escaped to Lisbon with his
life.

In the archives of Venice are the following particulars rela-
tive to the same affair, which throw a clearer light upon “the
name and family ” of the ¢ great navigator ” than his son is able
or willing to do.

By reference to the above authority, we learn that six or
seven ships, commanded by one called Columbus the Younger,
and having on board the man now known as Christopher Colum-
bus, lay off Cape St. Vincent, watching for the arrival of four
Venetian merchant-ships, termed Flanders galleys; these they
attacked on the 21st of August, 1485, and, after much slaughter,
carried off an immense booty, stripping the officers and crew
even of their clothing.

This affair is formally communicated by the Venetian senate
to their various ambassadors abroad. The first mention is found
in a dispatch, dated September 18, 1485, from the doge and
senate to the ambassador at Milan :

“The capture of the Flanders galleys by ships commanded
by a son of Columbus and Giovanni Griego.”

Marin Sanuto, in his MS. “Lives of the Doges,” preserved
in St. Mark’s Library, recounting the capture, says :

“Qur galleys fell in with Colombo, that s to say, Nicolo

y »

In a decree of the Venetian senate, December 2, 1485, we
find:

¢ Qur Flanders galleys captured by Colombo’s son and Zorzi
Griego.”

Again, in a document, dated April 9, 1486, treating of the
capture of the galleys:

“Nicolo Griego, who is called Columbus junior (Colombo
Zovene).”?

One fact is hereby established beyond a doubt, namely, that
the Columbus junior, Colombo’s son, the Colon the Younger men-
tioned by Fernando, was in fact named Nicolo Griego. We,
moreover, gather from the Venetian documents that three pirates
Giovanni Griego, Nicolo Griego, and Zorzi Griego, occasionally
assumed the name of Columbus. That the family name of the
subject of this history was Griego, is therefore proved by the
statement of his son, who says that Columbus the Younger ¢ was
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of his name and family ;” the said Columbus the Younger being
always spoken of, in the Venetian state papers, as Nicolo Griego,
sometimes called Columbus the X ounger.

Of the two other Griegos mentioned as having taken part
in the capture of the galleys, one was probably the father indi-
cated in the allusion to Colombo’s son, and the name Colon the
Younger; the other was undoubtedly our Christopher, who, his
son tells us, sailed a long time with Colon the Younger (Nicolo
Griego), and assis