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To the Members of the
Hennepin County Bar Association,
Fellow Lawyers —
As we meet today to pay tribute to the Brothers of our profession
called to their reward in the past year, it necessarily causes one to
pause and realize that our lives are transitory — are transitory indeed.
It is my privilege to express words of tribute to Ernest A. Michel, a
Member of this Bar, a lawyer of unquestionable ability and a man who
had the love and affection of his Brother lawyers to a very marked
degree.
I speak not only as a partner of Ernest A. Michel, but as one who
grew up with him and who had known him for more than forty years.
It was in 1906 in the little town of Marshall, Minnesota, that Ernest
Michel came in my office and started to work for me on July 16th. He
was young, ambitious and a hard worker. He did the shorthand and all
other work incident to the carrying on of business in a country office.
He was methodical and was on the job far more hours than his
indolent partner.
When he passed the Bar in 1908, Ernest and I became partners and
for thirty-nine years the firm of Davis and Michel carried on our
business as lawyers in Minnesota. Ernest Michel had the confidence
and regard of the Judges, both of the State and Federal Courts, who
recognized his keen ability and his devotion to the cause of his client.
I perhaps am prejudiced in some ways for I knew him so intimately
and so well, not only as a friend, but a confidant.
Mr. Michel had, perhaps, a greater experience in presenting cases
in the Circuit Court of Appeals of the United States and the Supreme
Court of the United States than most lawyers in Minnesota.
While we were at Marshall, we tried the noted case of Otos vs.
Great Northern Railway Company, 129 Minn. 283, 150 N.W. 922 [1915]
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— Affirmed 239 U.S. 349, 36 Sup. Ct. 124, 60 L. Ed. 322 (1915), and the
briefs prepared in this case were the work of Ernest Michel. I will never
forget being with him in Washington, when we are admitted to the
Supreme Court United States, preparatory to the argument in the Otos
case.
After practicing at Marshall, Minnesota, for some eleven years we
moved to Minneapolis and located at 419 Metropolitan Bank Building.
During all these years the real work of the office was done by Ernest
Michel and if I might be accused of having any success as a trial
lawyer, I want to say now that I owe very very much of it to the help
and inspiration given me by this brilliant man.
During his practice as a lawyer, he not only prepared briefs and
argued cases in the Supreme Court of Minnesota, but also the
Supreme Courts of Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, North and South
Dakota, Montana, Iowa, and many other States, and he also prepared
briefs and argued many cases in the Circuit Court of Appeals and the
United States Supreme Court with marked success.
He was a bear for work; he loved the law; and, perhaps, had a
better comprehension of the Federal Employers’ Liability Act, governing the rights of railroad workers in the United States, than any
lawyer in the country.
Some five years ago he was stricken with the dread disease of
cancer, but such was his courage, his love of life, his desire to carry on,
that he battled this scourge of mankind to the end, always hoping—
always praying— always believing that he could lick it.
He had faith in the causes he represented; he had faith in himself,
and he did so much want to live and carry on. It was, however,
ordained that he pass away—in the early years of his life—only 59
years of age.
With his passing, I confess, I not only lost one of the ablest lawyers
I have ever known, but I have also lost a friend and a confidant, a man
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whom I have often said: “certainly had great patience and a marvelous
disposition to endure association with me for forty-one years.”
His influence will be felt for many years to come and younger
lawyers reading the reports of cases he has argued in the State
Supreme Court and the Circuit Court of Appeals cannot avoid the
conclusion that here was a lawyer who knew his case.
July 16, 1947, was the Forty-first Anniversary of Ernest Michel
coming to join me in the practice of law at Marshall, Minnesota. At
that time he was failing rapidly. He did not know it — he would not
believe it. On that day Ernest I had a reunion at Charlies and talked
over the old times and he was looking well and feeling chipper and we
all had hopes that perhaps he could win this law suit— the last lawsuit
he ever had to fight.
I left for Wyoming shortly afterwards, but had hardly arrived there
when I received word of his serious set-back and hurried by plane to
Minneapolis, arriving on Monday morning, August 4, 1947, 6:30 in the
morning and then was stunned by the news that a half an hour before
my arrival, my partner and friend had answered the final roll call.
When one loses a dear friend, or a friend, something goes out of
his life, but it seems to me that also a Divine Providence compensates
in a marked degree in the inspiration and courage which the one who
has gone leaves behind for those whom he loved and for whom he
lived.
The funeral services for Ernest Michel were simple and in keeping
with what he would have wanted. The floral offerings sent by those
had lost and loved him would have given him a great thrill for he
loved flowers —he loved nature —he loved the great out-of-doors.
On that occasion I am sure it was a solace to his loved ones to
know that lawyers and judges from all over the state of Minnesota and
nearby states came to pay their last tribute to his memory.
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One sentence in the holy writ typifies to my mind the life and
career of Ernst A. Michel:
“He fought a good fight; he finished
his course; he kept the faith.”
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