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“The Controversial Sherman Page” was researched and written by 

Kermeth W.  Northwick  for his Masters Degree at Mankato State 

College in 1970.   This is an important paper for those interested in the 

legal history of this state because it gives  information about Judge Page 

before and after his famous impeachment trial in the state Senate in 

1878.  

 

After graduating from St. Olaf College, the author served in the Marine 

Corps in Korea.  After his discharge, he and his wife moved to Austin 

where he taught in the high school for 34 years. His quest for more 

education never ceased. It seems he rarely passed a university without 

wanting to stop and enroll: over the years he took courses at San Jose 

State, Pepperdine University and Tufts University.    

 

Kermeth Northwick died on June 12, 2018, at age 86.  The following 

notice was published in The Post-Bulletin  on June 16, 2018: 

 

Kermeth Wynn Northwick, 86, of Austin, passed away on 
Tuesday, June 12, 2018, at Sacred Heart Care Center in 
Austin. 
 
Kermeth was born Dec. 3, 1931, to Arthur and Maisel  
(Babcock) Northwick in Madison, Wis. His mother died in 
childbirth and he and his twin brother were brought to the 



Bricelyn, Minn., area  and  raised by his paternal grand-
parents, Andrew and Bertha Northwick. 
 
He graduated from high school in 1950 and entered St. Olaf 
College in Northfield. In 1952, he joined the Marine Officer 
program; after graduation he served in Puerto Rico and Korea. 
He remained in the Marine Corps Reserve and retired as 
lieutenant colonel in 1977. 
 
In 1956, Kermeth married Alice Jean Olberg. They moved to 
Austin in 1959, where he taught at Austin High School for 34 

years. He loved teaching and 
learned a great amount of 
wisdom from his students. 
Kermeth strongly believed in 
education and earned his 
master's degree at the 
University of Minnesota, 
Mankato in 1972. He 
continued his education 
throughout his career, 
attending San Jose State in 
1973, Pepperdine University 
in 1982 and Tufts University 
in 1984. 

 
Kermeth also loved the 
precious time spent with his 

family, and despite devastating loss, remained diligent in 
building a broad and loving network of friends and extended 
family, which he took great joy in, both locally and across 
many parts of the world. He enjoyed traveling and visited 
Norway, England, France, Italy, Greece, Scotland, the 
Caribbean and Mexico, as well as many places in the United 
States. 
 



Kermeth was preceded in death by his wife, Alice; daughters, 
Brenda and Karrin; and twin brother, Kenneth. He is survived 
by his son-in-law, Michael Boehm, West Des Moines, Iowa; 
sister, Audrey Rear, Verona, Wis.; many nieces and nephews, 
cousins, and many great friends. 
 

 The following paper is a carbon copy of the original.  As a consequence 

the type is out of focus, but  enlarging it makes it easier to read.  
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