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“The Controversial Sherman Page” was researched and written by
Kermeth W. Northwick for his Masters Degree at Mankato State
College in 1970. This is an important paper for those interested in the
legal history of this state because it gives information about Judge Page

before and after his famous impeachment trial in the state Senate in
1878.

After graduating from St. Olaf College, the author served in the Marine
Corps in Korea. After his discharge, he and his wife moved to Austin
where he taught in the high school for 34 years. His quest for more
education never ceased. It seems he rarely passed a university without
wanting to stop and enroll: over the years he took courses at San Jose
State, Pepperdine University and Tufts University.

Kermeth Northwick died on June 12, 2018, at age 86. The following
notice was published in 7he Post-Bulletin on June 16, 2018:

Kermeth Wynn Northwick, 86, of Austin, passed away on
Tuesday, June 12, 2018, at Sacred Heart Care Center in
Austin.

Kermeth was born Dec. 3, 1931, to Arthur and Maisel
(Babcock) Northwick in Madison, Wis. His mother died in
childbirth and he and his twin brother were brought to the



Bricelyn, Minn., area and raised by his paternal grand-
parents, Andrew and Bertha Northwick.

He graduated from high school in 1950 and entered St. Olaf
College in Northfield. In 1952, he joined the Marine Officer
program; after graduation he served in Puerto Rico and Korea.
He remained in the Marine Corps Reserve and retired as
lieutenant colonel in 1977.

In 1956, Kermeth married Alice Jean Olberg. They moved to
Austin in 1959, where he taught at Austin High School for 34
years. He loved teaching and
learned a great amount of
wisdom from his students.
Kermeth strongly believed in
education and earned his
master's degree at the
University of Minnesota,
Mankato in 1972. He
continued his education
throughout his career,
attending San Jose State in
1973, Pepperdine University
in 1982 and Tufts University
in 1984.

Kermeth also loved the
precious time spent with his
family, and despite devastating loss, remained diligent in
building a broad and loving network of friends and extended
family, which he took great joy in, both locally and across
many parts of the world. He enjoyed traveling and visited
Norway, England, France, Italy, Greece, Scotland, the
Caribbean and Mexico, as well as many places in the United
States.




Kermeth was preceded in death by his wife, Alice; daughters,
Brenda and Karrin; and twin brother, Kenneth. He is survived
by his son-in-law, Michael Boehm, West Des Moines, lowa;
sister, Audrey Rear, Verona, Wis.; many nieces and nephews,
cousins, and many great friends.

The following paper is a carbon copy of the original. As a consequence

the type is out of focus, but enlarging it makes it easier to read.
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THE CONTROVEHSIAL SHEHMAN PAGE

Eaxly Cereers and Difficulties

Sherman Fage played an important part in the early
history of Mowar County. He served am s superintendent of
schools, political organizer, lawyer, and district Judge,
In these sctivities, Page caused many controversies and he
quickly earned a position of prominence or notoriety
depending on whish side of the issue the citizen favored,
A county historian in reecalling the Fage controversy stated:

Those were the most ditter daye in the history of

Hower County and the warfare of the Fage and anti.Fage
factions, ag they were oalled, bdrought Fower County
into notoriety throughout the whole west, ITeday the
matter has almest deen forgotten or at least the
bitterness has to a great degree disappeared and
while the matter must be mentioned in & truth

history, the less it is dwelt upon the better,

Shernan Page was an imposing individual, He was a
uulluhullt; gtrong man, sarrying with him everywhere, a lock
of dignity. e commanded wide respect, He was & shrewd,
foreible and plessant speaker as well as a sarcastic,
vigorous writer. Eoth his friends and enemies recogniged
that he was & man possessed of more than ordinary ability,
and defore his unfortunate fall, he was thought capable by

his supporters of filling any state offioce.

‘g;gggffagiagggg;;ggaggib(Hnnknto. ¥innesota: The
Free Fress ing House, Yo P. 65,
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Page was born February 23, 1833, in Vermont. Frior te
his arrival in Nower County he had lived in Wisconmin and
xan.z In 1857 he moved to Lancaster, Wisconsin, as a
tescher., The history of his setivities in this community
was one of strife over the conduet of loeal school matters.,
He quarreled with his pupils, patrons, and friends wntil he
had the whole area in an uproar. ¥hen the local newspaper
eriticized his management of the school, Page countered with
a 1ibel suit agsinst the editor. His eritics accused him of
being indiserset, vindist
wisdom, end judgment of human nature. A prominent citigen of
the town spoke of Fage as a man who "4id love to ralse
hell,..better than any man I ever knew, He was eternally at

el ) B o B e A b mand aMas Vantelees Sand

war with someons, until rinally he became so unpepular that
he was compelled to leave,">

In 1860 Page moved to Decorah, Iowa, ss a temcher,
He was moon in 4iffioulty and was foroced out of the position,
He then obtained s lleutenancy in an Iows cavalry unit and
served at Fort fandall on the Missouri River frontier. e
falled in this new career, Ha quarreled with his fellow
efficers and was expslled from their mess, Thus ostracized,
he was forced te resizn his commission to avold dismissal on
niseonduct c&uuu,"

29111300 ¥atts Folwell, W
(8¢, Paul: Minnesotas Historical Soelety, 1926), 111, 400,
5%, Feul Fionser Fress, August 30, 1877,
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In 1866 Fage came to the township of Austin, Nimmesota,
to practics law and formed a partnership with B, 0, Wheeler, a
private banker and real sstate dealer,

On September 5, 1864, Page was appointed superintendent
of sohools by the Mowsr County Board of Commissioners at an
annual salary of $400,00,° It was during his second term in
- office that Superintendent Fage began the coenflist that tore
the community into strong Page and anti-FPage fTactions,.

Fage's strugzle with the school authorities grew out
of his desire to hold a teachers® institute in the achoel
building during normal working hours the latter part of
Auguat, The trustees of the school board informed Page that
this meeting must be held elsevhere and after sehool hours,
Page refused to accept thias and teld the officials he would
hold the meeting whenmever and wherever he wished, When he
found the doors to the schoel nalled shut, he used an ax
and broke into the dullding and held the institute, Page
w¥as arrested but immediately relessed on baad.ﬁ

Subsequently, Fage and an editor argued over the
matter in s column set aside for mschool mews in the JMower
County Trangoript. Page referred to the editor as a member
of “the ring,” s political group in control of the scounty,
Siehool bosrd members and teachers took part in the
centroversy which excited meny citizens,’

“Austin Daily Nersld, November 8, 19h1,
fsustin Rexistex, August 20, 1867,
"Auatin Daily Herald, November 8, 1941,
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Continuing his offensive, Fage became the champion of
the county educators, He oriticized the lack of facilities,
proper squipment and decent working conditions. He won the
presidency of the loecal teascher's ssscciation, dbut school
authorities were unimpressed by his poprlarity and enthusiasm
and in 1868 he was denied reappointment, He then returned to
the pracstice of law,

Neanwhile Fage had becoms & well«known local figure
bacause his actions wers debated in the press, The Hower
County lisgister, a Hepublioan oriented paper, was critical
of his actions freom the beginning. The Mower County
Iransoript, also Republican and which sppeared in 1868, was
a Fage supporter until i% changed ownership in 1875, The

year and supported Page throughout his carser in Austin,
The fiftieth anniversary issue of the Austir Deily Hersld
nade the following statement of the coveraze of the Fage ers.

The vindictivensss, monstrous characterizations and
vieloun u:mum which lpvpl;ro: lﬂan!.”:?: m:i
sxanples of newspaper report a 8 o, though
they made for interesting reading, ghoy ruz&a to
enlighten the citizens of the ares.

A geries of incidenta continted to widen the rift

betwesn the Page and antiePage fastions, The first incident

was & personal attack on Fage which was not approved of by

®Austin Daily Herald, Mevember B, 1041.
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leaders of the anti-Page forees, It invelved the disfiguring
of & fine team of driving horses owned by Fage and Wheeler,
The Austbin Rezister in referring to this incident stated that
"a person who would disfigure a dumd beast would burn his
neighbor's house "’

The second incident involved the construction of new
sldewnlke., The village authorities had begun laying three
paralleled plank sidewalks to meet the needs of a growing
community. Fage and his law partner, ilh«ui». kept a palr of
horses in & barn on Exidge Street: The construction of the
new sidewalks made it impossidle for them to drive their
team onto the street, One day the enraged Page took an ax
and shopped up the section of the sidewalk blooking the
driveway. Page was sdmonished by viliage officials and new

& A s ] T e o muantev Tatd Birtmin Sm Bl sessssul sa sl Slas @l 1T e
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Fage again destroyed the new section. When the sheriff tried
to mrreat him, Page and Wheeler locked the officer in & law
office and began to argue law with him, When the citizens
heard the loud, excited talking, they gathered in the strests
below, The sheriff called for help snd Fage was taken
foreibly te justice court, He was acoused of violating the
ordinance prohibiting the mutilation of sidewslks, Page was
fined $15.,00 but the trisl cost the village $400,00.° These

%austin Hesister, July 18, 1869,
"’nm Trmenptor 8% 5 d
strie f" oe, Aust u.‘ mmnh. '
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actions seemed ourious to Austinites and some expressed the
opinion that Sherman Fage was inzane, Yhatever Page's
intentions were, he had now achieved a notoriety that made
hiz reglonally ¥mown,

Gather than withdraw from publiie life, Page in 1871
decided to be a candidate for the state senate representing
Austin and Nower County, The Nower Counby Rezister
vigorously cpposed his electien, The paper cautioned
voters to be aware of this self-appointed political here,
The Iransoript backed his candidasy and after his nomination,
referred to him ae a prominent lawyer, an honorable man, and
a useful oitizen., There were 1,056 votes cast, of which
Fage received 978 and his opponent 878, ¥He failed to carry
but ona of the three wards in the village of Austin, 1t

At this time Page was an aggressive self.righteous
reforaer who seemed bent on destroying the older party
politioans by trying to diseredit them, and even going so
far as to charge them with eriminal conduct in matters of
public and party concern,

Page completed one legislative term and resigned all
this so he ecould be elizible for a more important and longer
lasting positioneethat of distriet judge,

N A A L it A

pustin Daidy Herald, November 8, 1941,




Notorjous Judge

The 1872 legislature oreated a Tenth Judielal Distriot
composed of Mower, Houston, Fillmore and Freedborn counties and
Fage sunounced his candidscy for this :ua;uhip.lz He
completely disregarded other practicing lawyers in the four
sounties who were more sxperienced and better guslified and
deserving than he, Despite a csmpalgn characterized by intense
animosity and his own lack of experience, Fage won the slsction
easily, but received only a 200 vote uscﬂti in Mewer County.

One of the dominant charscteristics of the newly elescted
judge was his vehement opposition te ligquer, FPage nelther
smoked noy drank and was an active member in the lecal
tenperance movenment, thereby intensifying the Fage and antie
Fage fight., "o quarter to my enemies” had been the motto of
Page when he was a lawyer and many wondexed if this partisen
zeal would not be cerried to the benmch,>

In 187k an incident cceurred whioh tested his
objectivitys Austin had five saloons operating without a
license to sell hard liguor. One Saturday night in June, a
group of women called the "Crussders™ marched downtowm to
protest. They entered the Zeller tavern followed by a large
orowd, including the sheriff., A riet resulted and Juige Fage,
who arrived on the eseene, ordered the Uhtﬂﬂ to nake some
arreste, The sheriff was unable to do so and Fage turned to

m?e:uun, Eipnesots, 11X, koO,
1sustin Daly Rerald, Wevember 8, 1941,
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the men in the orowd and ordered them to assist the sheriff,
One individual, & Thomas Hiley, refused to obey the mandate
and the judge saids "*I'11 desl with you later,** ¥

The next year when Riley was serving as deputy sheriff,
he presented a bill for duties performed for the county dboard,
Page vefused to allow the bill and later got inte a barroom
quarrel with Lafayette Fremoh, the county attorney, telling
him that he had “sacrificed his party for this miserable little
irishman,” When told that Riley would sue to receive his
money, the judge reportedly replied: "Let him sue, It has got
to come before me, smtim."u Many Austinites were shooked
at this flagrant show of prejudice, which became the basis for
Article II of the impeschment proceedings,

The quarrel with French served to heighten the bitter
political serimmages in the First Congressional Distriet during
the 1270's, The Republican Farty was split into twe faoctions,
one supporting Representative Mark #, Dumnell of Cwatonma and
the other, the favorite sons from the counties in the distriot,
HMowar County usually sent two delegations te the convention
conprised of PFage and anti~Page mmu».“ The Hower County
Republican backed Fage and his followers and denled they
constituted a political ring. The paper declared this group

Waustin Daily Hersld, November 8, 1941,

165, ». Hall, Obssreaties
190%), p. 297.
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to be the legitimate Repudlican Farty and the "mongrel ring”
that opposed it was saild to be backed by Democrats and others
unworthy of HRepudlican wtn.w

The case of county treasurer, Ingmund Ingmundson,
pointed out the involvement of politics in the Page struggle.
Ingmundson was an active nember of the Hepublican Farty end
had supported the lideral movement in Hower County with which
Page was strongly identified, Howeaver, at & county meeting
in 1875, Ingmundson spoke out againet ma‘c'lmump.
attacking what he called “one man power” in polities,?

Page became =0 sngry over this denouncement that he refused
to have anything to do with Ingmundson,

Ingmundgon was re-elected county treasurer in the fall
of 1875, The following year Judge Page ordered a grand jury
to investigate alleged irregularities in the office of the
county tressurer. The grend Jury ocould not find any
irregularities and refused to indiet the treasurer, PFage
sent the Jjury baek with an order to bring out an indictment,
Whan they failled te do 80 a gecond time, he not only
dismissed them but charged them with incompetence, He then
ordered the county attorney, Lafayette French, to make out a
complaint for Ingmundson's arrest and had him tried without

san, November &,

1875,
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“Sires-Enowing you, and believing that your
prejudices ave stronger than your sense of honer,
that your determination to rule is more sardent than
your desire to do right; that you will saorifice
private sharacter, individual interests, and the
fuhno good, to gratify your mslioce; that you are

nflnenced by your ungovernable desires to abuse

the power with which your pesition invests you, to
make 1t & means of oppression rather than of
aduinistering justice, that you have dlsgraced the
Judisiary of the State and the voters by whose
sufferages you wers elected; therefore, we the
undersigned cltizens of Hower County hereby request
you to resizn the office of judge of the dlatriet
eourt, one which you hold in violation of the lﬂrﬁ
of the constitution, if not of ita express teyms,*

Fage became more angry as the citizens took sides
againet him, He began examining well known ecitizens and
having them arrested for contempt, He was seoking to unoover
the leaders of the conspiracy framed against him, Fage soon
charged Lafayette French with siroulating lidbelous statements
about the distriet jJuige. In an unususl hearing Fagpe passed
Judgment on the truth of charges aimed at himself, In July,
Page, having found the charges and specifications true,
suspended Prench from practicing law for a time,2?

Hews of Fage's actions spread throughout the area and
comments oriticizing his judicisl behavior could be found as
- far away as Bilsmarck, Dakota Territory. In 1877 the S, Faul
Plonsex Frese in a series of editorials mocused him of sitting
48 an accuser, Jjulge and jury. Fage became very angry and

“1journal of the Semate. Paze Tyisl, I1I, 330,
22501well, Himmesota., III, 402-03,
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imediately had the Fionesr Press reporter arrested and brought
11bel charges sgainst the paper for £60,000,%7 However, nome
of his actions were succesaful,

Asoording teo Page, the paper had acoused him of
SRITFInE out & peveonal vendeiia, of havassing & grand jury,
and had likened hiz to a genuine judieial bully more troudble
some than a plague of grasshoppers. FPage stated in an
affidavit that these remarks hurt his reputation and impaired
his ablility te act as an effective Mn.zj‘

Cs H, Davidson, editor of the A \",..‘.-. A5 )
believing he had been ignored, was delighted that Fage would

menim Sl T sussmminee  Thenss oo Shain nhhml. WP Mu Bocue AP soscus Y 8L
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Shermans we kmow they don't 1ike you any bstter than we do,"2>
It was evident, howsver, when the bar association
assigned o group of lawyers from the four sounties the task
of examining the wvalidity of these acousations, that Page hed
friends and defenders., They were especially concernsd with the
sllegations made by the 5%, Faul Plonesr Press, The oommittee
met for three days and announced that they 41d not deem it
netessary to reprimand the judge, desause they delieved he had
not mum any oofe of eonduct, The amtum forces

”MM rugust 7, 1877,

25austin Resister, May 24, 1877,
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immediately ealled thiz action a complete whitewash of the
issues,

The decinion to attempt to impeach Fage came about in
the remaining monthe of 1877. On January 22, 1878, twentyesix
angry citizens of Hower County presented their petition te the
fimnenota House of hHepresentatives ursging thet Page be
impeached, Interestingly all of these complaints eriginated
in Mower County; there were no complaints frem Fillmove,
¥reeborn, and Houston counties which comprised the remainder
of Fage's district. The Judiciary committes was given the
task of examining the partioulars of the charges and agreed
af the outaet to permit a procedure similar to that of a
grand jury inguest, whereby,; ’age and his lawyers were
allowed to call witnesses and sross-examine those summoned
by the conmittee, These prelinminary privates hearings lasted
s month,. The judiciary committee then reported its
sonclusions to the Housey and on Pebrusry 27, 1878, by &
vote of seventyeone to thirty, Sherman Page was impeached
for orimes, misdemeanors, and corrupt conduct in ofﬂu.m

The impsachuent trial of Judge Page convened in Hay,
1878, Of the ten articles of impeschment, eight alleged

o

26poiwell, Himnesota, IIT, 40304,
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malicicus treatwent of individuals and one, an insult to a
grond hurys the tenth was a dlanket oharge of arbitrary and
offensive actions toward officers of the court and county.

The trial was sonducted in the customary order of a
eriminal sult with one exception, a oconcluding argument by
the prosscution was allowed. The testimeny was charsoterized
by an unusually high number of disorepsncies and rank
contradiotions, Many trying hours were spent in decliding
trivial guestions. Fage handled himsgelf very well
threughout the trial, His testimony was skilifully given
and 1t was not damaged to any extent by the eross-
examination,

The attorneys for both sides werse able and experienced
men, The prosecuting ocounsel had a 4iffieult and trylng job
in earefully presenting every charge in order to gain a
conviction, J. B, Hakefield, lieutenant governor, acted as
the President of the court, Charles ¥, Johnsen, Seoretary,
and M, Anderson was the Sergeant at Arms,?’

The defense sttorneys were Cushman Xellogg Davis,

Je W, Losey, and J. A, Lovely, qu. was .muny fortunate

_”m:ma Duffield Neill, In
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in baving the services of Davis, a former governor of dNimnee
sota and noted as one of the ablest and most promjinent
members of the Mimmesota bar. In the opinion of a Wisconsin
senator, Davis was bdrilliant and presented legal arguments

with the strength and eloguence that could be excelled by no
28

Early in the trial, Davis decame the dominant member
of the ecourt, He spoke of the seriocusness of the charges,
the rights of the individual and the need for objectivity.
He reminded the senators that it was not for them to cause
politieal death under the mabush of impeachment, He
mentioned the importance of the intezrity and independence
ef the judicial department and referred to the recent
impeachment triel of President Andrew Johnson as an eoxample
of an invasion of one branch of government's power by
another,

Near the close of the trial, Davis discussed the
bvepinnings of Page’s difficulties. He spoke of the "old
relitical ring" in Austin and their long erueade to destroy
Fage, He talked of a conspiracy fostered by a private mob
and oonduated through the efforts of & private attorney,

In general, Davis considered the scocusations trivial but
the precedent it might estadblish, dangerous.
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The voting took place on June 28, Only the vote of
fenator George W, Clough from ¥ower County prevented an
unanixzous acquittel on four of the first five artieles,
There werse cases where the majority voted guilty but there

never was a two-~thirds majority vote that could dring about
& convietion. The omse ended with an acquittal on every
charge and apoeitication.zg

appeared in the M
June 11, It stated: *The Aunstin Dramatie Club, Jr, scquitted

themselves with great credit, presenting each part in a
masterly mamer. The entertainment was first class and was
received with great applaunn.“’n There iz no record availe-
able of Page's reaction to the production,

Page, pleased with the result of the trial, returned
to Austin, Eis friends delieved he had been vindicated, But
for his opponents, there had never beem a gloomier day in

89?01”11. MMQ 111, 407,
Pnower County Bepubliesn, June 11, 1880,
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Austin, David Blskley, former sditer of the defumet Anstin

Hxzex wrote in the Ximnsapelis Txibupe:
"Fage 18 technically acgquitted bBut morally esonvicted
bayond reach of hope. e bellieve his a mono-manias on
the subjeot of his own importance and the ummsw of
any opposition te 3&- wishes. Xe is a born egotist and
# natural tyvrant,*

The anti-Fage forees were so disheartened by the turn
of events that an “indignation” meeting was ealled for in the
publie square. Hayor £, PF. Von Valkemburgh of Austin made an
smotional speech in which he claimed all the brave soldiers
who fought at Shilch, Viocksburg, Atlante, snd Lockout Hountain
had been made cowards by this cashieved lieutenant of the
home guards.

Fage with one year remaining of hiz term now returned
to the beneh, A petition requesting his resigoation was
signed by 1,500 citizens and published in the Transoript. 4
committes presented the petition to Fage, who agreed to take
1t unfer econsideration and persoenally interview all signers,

In June, Page ealled for a mesting at Jomes Hell to
disouns the grievantes. The hall wes packed with anti.Page
personnel and the atmesphere was very hostile.’® Page gave a
leng speech defending his behavier on the benmch and declared
the assaults of his enemies had forced him to Tight. fe

asaailed the mayor for his vielous ntm:h and ealled them

Fpustin Dedly Hermid. Nevember 8, 1941,
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211l 1lies, The mayor started scross the hall in & rage and
had to be restrained by members of the erowd., 7The speech
was not a conciliatory one and Page stated emphaticelly he
would not resign and planned to serve out the rest of his
ters,

In April, 1879, Page announced his candidacy for the
judgeship Iin the election that fall, He sald he could not
withdraw withont endangering the principles of reform which
he had always adhered to and advocated, He wes still active
in the temperance movement and the reform section of the
BEepublican Party which was striving to remove sorrupt
elements of the old Mower County "ring.” He must continue
to fight against the forces that were trying to srush him,

The anti~Page faction was surprised at Fage's desision

e von asalin. Tha Ausbin Dasdstar seansviad.
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¥e sald he was acquitted but not vindleated, We
eaid he would live ir history as the fly embalmed in
the amber of ex-Governor Davis'® eloguence, If ” had
a8 thousand votes to cast he should not get one,
The paper urged the friends of Page te persuade him not to
enter the election so that pesce might return to the sounty,.
At 8 Judicial convention held in Rushford, in August,
1879, J. C. Farmer was chosen as candidate for the judgeship.
Farmer had cccupled the bench on an interim appointment during
the impeachment procseedings.
The canpaign was hard fought and carried extensively

in the local papers. A coummittee of anti-Fage people wrote

3austan Resister, July 17, 1879,
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a complete review of Page's life, The history of his "misdeeds”
and “meannesses” filled four columns and was eiroulated
throughout the district., The final results of the election
gave Farmer 6,833 votes and Page 750. Austin olty and town
ship cast majorities against ?m.-?'“ Fage had sought &
conplete vindication in his candidsoy for re-slection but
his hopes were disappointed,

In December, 1879, there was a meeting of citizens in
Jones Hall, The purpose was to induce fﬂm and enemies of
Page to let byzones be byzones and to live in tolerant, Af
not cordial, friendship. The papers called it "A Grand
Fence Demonstration,” Fage sddressed the meeting and sald
he had salways asted without bias or prejudice, e had nothing
to retract or regret, A number of resolutions commending
Fage were adopted at this time, 4 committee was appointed to
investigate charges of fraud in the election, but it proved
useless for lask of enthusiasm.

Fage then retived from public 1ife, but remained s
sontroversial figure to the oitizens of Austin, On the
evening of August 24, 1880, while Fage sat reading by his
1iving room windew, a would.be asaassin fired a double
barrelled shotzun at him, He was hit on the left side of
the head and in the neck by several p&»nj of buckshot, Xost

———

Myustin Daily Herald, November 8, 1941
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of the shot went into the wall and ceiling and a slug passed
through the stovepipe; the window frame and soreen were dadly
shattered by the shot,

The community waa shooked, but there waz no great
effort made to apprehend the eriminal, PFage hired a
Finkerton detective, Arthur Wood, for the sum of $257,00,

This expense was later peid by the oaunty.35 The detective
spprrehended the suspect, John Riley, in Ia Crosse, Wisconsin,
He was the brother of Thomas Riley. the former deputy sheriff
who had been involved in the Fage impeachment.

Page blamed the best citizens of Austin for the
attempted assassination. He claimed they had "hired the Riley
boys” to kill him. Fage appeared at the preliminary hearing
a8 8 counrel for the prosecution, sssisted by J, A, Lovely of
Albert Lea, lLafayette French rvepresented the defense, The
grand jury indicted Hiley for attempted murder and, in lleu
of $6,000 bail, he was confined to the Freeborn County jail,
‘Page had made sericus ebjestion to the prisoner being placed
in the Mower County jall, EHe believed that jall to be inadeguate
and the prisoner would probably escape,

The trial was held in Dexter as the defendant's lawyer
believed prajudice in Austin would prevent a falr trial., Page

I5rpsa1 Transeript of State of Mimnesote y Johr
November 29, 1880, Clerk of Niast t Court Cffice, Aust
#innesota, p. 3.
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asked that lafayette French be removed as the defendant’s
lawyer hassuse of his preindiasis

attitude age statad that

- - — 24

French wanted him dead and would do anything to delay justioce.

Fage testified and was the main witness against Riley.
The testimony brought out the ditter feelings that atill existed
between Fage and the community of Austin., Fage stated that the
REiley brothers hated him for his pelitical views, hiz judicial
proceedings, and his anti-tsmperance beliefe. He mentioned the
hostility shown to him by Frank Eiley at e recent politiosl
connnt:m.” Frenk Riley had operated a saloon in Austin
during the time Page was & judge.

In his teatimony Eiley admitted his hatred for Fage
but stated this was the general fealing of most of the citizens
in Austin and Albert Lea., ie sald that, “there are lawyers
and merchants there who would give £5,000 to get rid of that
014 Judge.”>’ Gis 41d mot think they would ever apprehend the
unan who shot at Fage because no citizen would help the

Aaumﬂuu.- The defense lewyers stressed the lack of evidence
connecting Eiley to the erime. The trial lasted one week and
the jury took less than two hours to bring in a verdiet of

*Hot Guilty."

Clexk of Distriot
12,

”m- ¢ Do B4,
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In 1882 Page left Austin for California, He settled
in the Lop Angeles area "where he engaged in farming and
horticulture." ° Judge Page dled January 5, 1918, at Sierra
Madre, California. 7The Califeornia record lists his cccupation
as "retired lawyer,">?

The Page era was wmerged with a poll

the blitterest kind and intc this the opposing factions leaped
with theiry personal hatreds and partisan animeositiea, The
struggle involved schools, churches end businesses, Few
citizens escaped the emotion surrounding the FPage fight.

In reading the accounts of those days, the author has
reached the conclusion that restraint on both sides would
have been necessary to have avoided this fifteen year battle.

The newspapers cf the oity must share the blame for
the difficulties of thias era, Thelr reporting was bimsed and
misleading and at times reached the state of a frenzied
erusade, A more temperate and objective type of reporting
might have made the situation less explosive,

Fault can also be found in the personality of Judge
Fage, Although he was & man of marked ability and possessed
& good mind, he was too much of a partisan to be a judge.
Faturally combative and quiock to form conclusions, he took
sides on every matter that came before him, He was

LY unty (Mankato, Minnesotas The
Free Press Publishing House, 1888), p. €5.

Ptetter from California Burean of Vital Statisties
to the author, November 20, 1967,
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inexperienced, overconfident of popular swupport, sercestie
and at times boisterocus in expression, Fage was an able
iawyer but he proved to be & failure as a judge, His very
zeal defeated his efforts toward reform,
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