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George A. Palmer, a student at the University of Minnesota, wrote 

a paper for a “seminar in the social and economic history of the 

northwest, 1865-1880” taught by Solon J. Buck, a professor in the 

history department.  A handwritten date—1931—is on the bottom 

of the title page.  If that is correct, Buck’s seminar was one of the 

last he taught at the University as that year he accepted an offer 

to join the history department at the University of Pittsburgh and 

left Minnesota. 

Palmer’s paper was subsequently donated to the Minnesota 

Historical Society where Buck had been superintendent.  Palmer 

did not copyright his paper.  It would have been unusual for a 

student to make such a claim at that time.  While his paper is in 

the public domain the question remains whether he would 

approve its being made available to the public through this 

website.  To answer that we may speculate that Professor Buck 

was so impressed with the paper that he encouraged Palmer to 

donate a copy to the Historical Society.  The “Author’s Note” 

following the Index is unusual for a term paper and is proof that 

Palmer wanted to alert future scholars that the Knute Nelson 

papers were his main archival source. We can conclude that 

George Palmer would be pleased that his paper is now available 

to a wide, international audience. 

Because of difficulties in downloading a document of this size, it is 

posted here in two parts. The first follows. 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Note: The first half of the manuscript is complete. 
There is no Page 9.  When numbering the pages, the author 

skipped from 8 to 10. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



18 

 

 



 



 



 



27 

 

 



28 

 

 

 

The Appendix and Index follow. 

The remainder of Palmer’s paper,  

pages 22 through 45, are posted in PART 2. 
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