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Page 22

Upon a8 brief survey of the possibilities for 1egal practic
upon the frontier, it becomes evident that thers was not enough
litigation slone to support the lawyers. Kior the more anocesa—
ful bBnes there was the possibility and probably often the doslro

t0 become a district judge. Although the frontier oircn;t )

eourts demanded strenuous activity upon the part of theix;

¢ onmnities. It wes be who administered justice and who



the most important representative of the organized governﬁént
with whom the frontier settlers Came in contaqt.4531noé jndgpé“f 
were only elected every seven years and later every six jeéré; { T
opportunities for election were few, and if a lawyer did ﬁdt""%%f
have & good roputation as well as some political 1nf1uenoé;;'" o
he had small possibilities for election.

‘he increased litigation of settled.regione drew SOme”FL

P

lawyers away from the new settlements. sven Knute Nelaon‘ff.:”

as succecessful as he apparently was in Alexandria, considered

fhe possibility of moving to iiinneapolis where there was & ~
46 R
large amount of business before the courts. sSome tried to =

establish themselves in older towns, but finding that law RO

regions. ithe frontier lawyers found the solution to the:pppﬁlém.r
of too little law business by turning to business activitiil?
to supplement their practice. _”:  ;

vhe frontier has always been confronted with the ﬁrébigs
of securing eredit. uhe pioneers were usually poor menggﬁd.

@

women who migrated to the new settlements in order to imﬁg»

{0 é

: FERTO N g
their economic position. nOney was necessary to move a fami

from the east to the minnesota frontier. uoney was need

45, Address by s. vanderburg in Stevens, "Bench and sSar
winnesota”’ p. 77; rlandrau, 32-._.015- P. 204  AleXe.
rost., Cet. 7, 1881, . : : S

46. 'w. 5. sest to Nelson, Mer. 16, 1874", uS

47, Alexandria Post Aug 31, 1877. :



buy machinery %0 cultivate the new farms; improvements hddf 

to be made; the families of the settlers had to have some

mean® O0f support until the orops were harvested. Credit. wag

a necessity to the emigrant, If they had not saved the nqgcas;¥§
amount of moneyy The settlers would probebly be able to bqrz¢n=A:
it from some individuels in their old homes. Once upon the .
frontier and having taken up their claims, the settlers eoemyqt

credit from the local merchants for supplies. Lachinery qonpaniq

were well represented through their agemts and wonld sell. xﬁ"

machinery upon credit by taking notes and chattel mortgaggaﬁ'5
In 1871 the Alexandria post stated that one machinery ocnmdny'

hald notes of farmers in northwestern Minnaaota to nanrly czn' Go

Local banks furnished the farmore some oredit, but their .
capitol was too smell to be of great value in financing th'
frontier. '

liortgage and loan comﬁanies whieh had appeared in;thq
forties and fifties and by the time of the Civil War had .
oroaséd the iississippi River became the great sonroo.9§ }
western credite Large sums of money to purchase Iarms,‘
meke improvements upon them were loanad upon short term m¢
gages of three or five years at ten percent interest
a ten percent comﬁission to the loan agent. By 1870 fh,

compenies were well established in Mimesota and had e

48, Alexandria Post Deé. 16, 1871



in the frontiezgcountiés tb meet the needs of this newly

opened region.

Since fortunes did not grow rapidly upon the frontiéfg-.ﬁé
the collection of notes and mortgages there became a eoniou§ § ;
problem for the creditors. uany settlers moved rather Ofténql-(
Loans were made in one state and the money was used in anéthﬁ:yf
Often legal action was nec essary to collect debts, Un@or;#ﬁéaaz
conditions, the collecting of debts was closely related.ta;;   é
the law business and became an important part of the 1aw&$z§ﬁf¥€
business. ‘here were loecal bills and accounts to be oollqdfeg;é
Absentee creditors sent notes to be collected, and if lal%;iqu?
suits were necessary the lawyers could handle them, ‘he : ,,
greatest source of income for thé lawyers, however, was;tﬁ§  ”f%

eollection of machinery compenies' notes. <hey eeourqngépjgééi

with the companies to collect all their notes in a ceuﬁgi#;_ ¢
region with fees varying from five 1o fift°°nﬂp°r°°nts'%lﬁ@@u@ﬁé
there was complaint thet such rates were too high, qap@é;f'?"‘yﬁ
in ceses where no legel action was necessary.SIEor cases
which collection could not be made by request, the cbm;l
gave their legal representatives orders to take any gtqég
thet were necessary. JUistrict court records show that fﬁ“
. ek e o watgons Tebs By LOTANE Vhs r iR

)
to Nelson, #eb, 10, 1875"; "Ju A. Oberg*‘ao'melsqp

10, 1879". MSS i (e
51, "Nichols, Shephard asnd Co. to Nelson, ifay 15, 1875873
"p, B. Nettleton to Nelgson snd Reynolds, Aug 12, 1

"p, G. M t to Nelson, sept. 20, 1877
$Fu§ie;a§gd Johﬁson to0 Nelson, Jan. 6, 1879." Mgﬂi




steps were law—sults and sometimes foreclosure and loss of ‘
property.saThe companies represented upon the frcntier were ‘: ‘

located in the eastern settled regions where frontier conditiona;
were not appreciated. Knute Nelson represented oompanies f?om.
New York, Ohio, Tndians, Tllinois, Wisconsin and the:Twinz&itigsﬁ

The colleetion business was profiteble and was naoeezary
63

I"b

the succe ass
Vis 'O WA VUU ~

the young lawyers contacts with large business 1nteresta and‘
presented opportunities for other business intereata. Rdlaon‘
Malmer, who came to Alexandria and there read law under Knnte
Nelson, followed the legal profession for a few yeare and then
became & collector for l‘cGormick Mschinery Company. gHQ_"§ f f

succeeded well in this capacity, and was promoted to:the

pogition of district sgent for the eompany in nornhweatarn PR
b4
lost of the lawyers did not leave the lalknraqiteo'

Minnesots.,

and an insight in the creditors problems. mhis oontaot

52, "N. P, Griswald snd Co. to Nelson, lar. 4, 1874";
"G, Anltmen end Co. t0 Nelson and. &eynolds, Aug, 5

53, "G. Ho Roynolde to Nelson, Hov. 20, 1879%,

54, "N. Be Fulmer to Nelson, Dec. 29, 1879" MS



improvements in their communities.

Individuals in the settled regions who had smell amogntéi‘

of ¢capitdl would negotiate long time mortgages at ten (o) JEREE
twelve percent interest through the lawyers.sssinoe the‘lawyefa
were usuelly present when the settlers proved uﬁ their cl#iﬁ,
they found it adventageous to have loans to negotiate for =

ten percent commission. Becsuse of their contaets with the

people of a community thevla?yers often became the first ropréﬁ'
atives of loan companies upon the frontier. «ithin s few ye#ﬁg
after settling in slexendria, lielson becsme the sgent for "
the Cerbin banking Company of New York.sﬁothervlawyera even 
speciaslized in the loan business and made trips to farming
regions to take applications for mortgages.57 .
ihe opportunity to become connected wi,h,eagtgxg.ggp4t§;

and to Become acquainted with financial interests led many ,
lawyers t0 become interested in the banking business. An ﬁho
newer settlements the lawyer was often the preaident or thx
cashier of the newly organized bank. &#. B. Van Hoesen w‘
one of the first lawyers to establish himself 1n Alexanﬁrgg&
gsoon after 1865, ie continued to practice 1aw for a few"
and to engage in other business activities. thn it waa w
thet slexandria could support & bank, van Hoe_'se'jn beoame-.j-fi‘c‘
55. ", A. Jackson to Nelson, Mer. 11, 1878%;

"J, P. wrath to Helson, DeG . 27, is7a". mss S
56, ames, op. cit. DPp. 260-251 "Po 0. Hall to. nelson sep

14, 1675, IS g

57, "W. S. Best to lielson July 6, 1875"; e
"R. Reynolds to Lelson, June 16 1875". ngs



of the movement and was chosen as ite first cachier in 1869,
Il'e continued to practice along with his banking business forﬂ‘.
a few years but in 1880 hig attorney's card was dropped from
the newspapers-ssAlthough not officisls, the lawyers often
became large stockholders in the banks and became especially
interested in the financial welfare of their communities. ‘the
lawyers therefore became &n-influential fastor in supplying “
the frontier demand for capitol end in directing the use of  ;,‘
that capitol in developing the new settl ements.

Business near the land offices and in land contests madbf'
the lewyers acquainted with the real estate epportunities ot
their districts. uhese contacts naturally led the lawyers to
become reel estate agents. Pioneers moving west sought theffﬁwﬁf
lawyers to secure information concerning lands. In the qarly? F
seventies, #raenk viets, an emigrant from Onio to the Redfﬁivéf  g
Velley telked with Xnute lielson in Alexandrie conoerning the ji,j

land to the northwest. Others wrote lielson secking informatiom

relative to the landgs end prospects of investments in uodg'ﬁ
60 ' ;

county. 4lthough there was & resl estate company in Alex

the lawyers apvear t0 have sold most of the resl ostate“iifﬁ

Another sctivity in dealing in land was the ssle of landf"“

58, Lerson, vougles countyIl p. 272 Alexandria Post Sept..,‘
Jan. 1a 1869; June 12, 1869; feb. 27, 1880/ see
Burnram in Illustrtted 5iograp_1 of Red River, p. 204;
werd in shutter and kcLsin,vop. 6it. p. 139 iy

59, "Frenik viets" in li. Dak. CoIIchTB‘s Voiidl, p. 69 . .4

60. “C. 8. Cox %0 lielson, Jan.

‘E. G. Burbank to ielson, July 3, 1879"'; MSS




and warrants. 4t various t1mes in the past the United bnates ﬁgi
government had issusd warranis to soldiers far which thay

might take up lands in the pmhlic damain. "hqae warrants wefe 4
orlginally intended to have been used by the soldiers only

in teking up the lands., After.a . tlme, however they'were

made transferrabdle. Another sourca of land paper was furnished

- Y

by the uiorrill act of 1862 which granteu land or serip. 43
entitling land to states to encoursage agriqulturalvcol;gges;é; v
the agricultupal college serip and the wartantsjwere hbﬁéht ;$1;f
from commerciel houses dealing in land paper and gold to. theV v 
settlers by the 1awyers.62“he logal profeaaion secured~anothef: T
interest in the newly developing regions throngb theiz real .

estate business and beceme especially inflnential in encouragingﬁ
development. ' S b ! .

ihe legel profession, just as other prgiqssiop§;;§&& §?$*'

number of miscellaneous activities. Among these wgggﬁypigh_*

direction of the interests of absentee_ownérg}_(ﬁa;qé;ﬁ?gQ §Q_‘ﬁ

be managed; renters had to be secured, aﬁd-proeeeds»wa 

collected for the owner. raxes were paid throush lawyora and
63 : 1
purchages were made by them. Insnrance companles 11k "1

found representatives among the lawyers es well as othf
companies or individuals who had only occasional contao

with a new community.

.‘_

6l. vonaldson, rublic uvomsin pp. 289 !Il~21 957.‘~

62, "C. . Lewis to ikelson, Oei. 27, 1871, Apr. 9.,:18

63, “A. . >wenson to helson Mar. 5 18?5?‘ "Nelso
to selson vec. 18, 1872, Aus. 19 1875; Aﬁar.'




Upon a frontier where 1.e,nd ia the-greai
meaauring weelth end economic poaitip. nd 5

joined 1n acquiring proparty. blaim
uomes’ceaded;

Eox sale. Acquaintance with the land off.'tco qadad%
convenience in seeuring favored looa.tiona sino' :
know when claims were canceled. ﬁel.atione vith_ l.and

farms were heavily mortgaged led to. opportuni.tica to

industries in their communities. hf.any,lavxg&:g b

the business possibilities.

64, "S. A. Luce to Nelson, Aug. 18, 1874";
Reynolds, Jen. 13, 1878"- ._'!J;,_,c_
1879". MsS . e

65, See Nuell in hie ory o ous on ¢
in Illustrated Bito a_E ]

- Mandrau, 0p. cite. p. =l

66, Sae .Tones in Clemens end Wi :
in #landraw, op. cit. D. 282;
Goodhue COungl P. b15. ‘




rogd buildmg aotivtty.- 'rhe weste:m settlemente ﬁam% )

products and 1and. . 8ince the lawyere ha.d. wids

communities, they wera : e ones 'w'he‘d‘ irec te %h’
to encaurage railroad building. They worked 1n t
in order t0 secure state a.id., 'l‘hey booama tbe o:t:ﬂ.eiulo

directors of many of the loecal cempa.niea.

with the locsl roads gave ma.g,, 1 ere an’f;, ’

secure administrative vositions with thexléﬁihiio:

when the rosds Were merged. GCthers became attorneys £
railroads and gave most of theii'time to fﬁfsfﬁéﬂ;&g@@ﬁ\J
practice.sg : S

One writer hss commented that '"Whil‘ ‘
be a government of the people hy the peo"il_ and for
it is not perhaps going too far to add ut
The statement was juet ss tmei‘u'pon"ﬁ‘tvhe frmt er

sections of the ¢ mntry. ihe lawyers Worq p0;

69.

in Tbid, e 1‘78- : La Me in Winon’é'P
Counties Pe 1063

70, Dog Passos, American Lawyer p.'ﬁ[:f?




Many young: lawyers made 'bheir first pu“blio'poli?t

uppeara.noe by eeeking the office o_. .oonnty att‘orney;

attontion required t0 represent the a:ate :ln irts cases

secured to aid in the. proaeoution. ‘L‘he county affici

from tha ¢ivil practice of tha ‘bezinninz laWVera. 'rha-*

in a man. The office was usually held by ycung lawyar

for only a few terms. fihe dei’enee of the few crimina

was probably more lucrative to the older man“’a.na the'-min

details of the prosecution did not have to be attended

The office of probate judge d.raw the "a ent:lon-
"2 - i

number of young lawyers. The probate busin_

apparently very small, Although t.h', sala.ry wa | ,su.so

71l. See appendix.

72, See Hadley in Clemens and Willi
Budd in Listory of Minnesota p. 91 .. ;
Illustrated Siography of §onthwaatern imesota




figure in his oommunity. At home not only the-lawyer"

A successful political career ca,n proba‘o,
illnsteated than by that of Krute Nelson. | f‘f',‘ '

elson had been a representative in the atafa‘f

he resigned befog’g its exp:lration hecause ‘

the cour t-house. iielson then '?ought “the nomination f
&

circuit judge of his district. He did not sucaee

e division over party prineiples. Ai'ter ‘t,

west part of the state. He retﬁrnéi%f to

73 "W. S. Best to Nelson, Apr. 11 18‘74 .
74, "R. Reynolds to Nelson, Aug.—lv, 1873"
75. "J. H, Swift to Nelson NOY. ls, 1874
76. "d. F. Senford to lelson, liar. 9 1877

Alexendria FPost, July, 9, 18'?5.



the actual direction of p011t1¢31 affai

Levertheleae

influence in the frontier precs. b;pog;tpgy w

77, 0dland, Life of Xnute Nelsonm.
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the editor was a follower. rhe frontier praaa‘w&u e8p
important because through it aloneIVorp many pqqp19r¢b1§

receive informatipn goncerning th"affaitﬁ@ﬂi*ﬁhééﬁ§vf"

anA ur 1. ie i
1 A Vil

Ariwd v P I 1 S, BRI G R ey
u. A Lip LT NVAL Vol SalyalLEls

was filled with politicel newa. As tho politioal artio

the frontier papers, are aoannod. one. foela that thc<9j 5@3

the lawyers were prominent, if one wasg not ﬁhe editor

newspaper. 4the editor ef the Alaxandria roat waa vury,

concerning the rumors that a new politiealaprpagfwaggt‘

establiched in Alexendria, snd he tarned to xﬁuto? Nole

for advice, %%though iiel son proabaly had no iinanoial

in the Pogt. Regerdless of their: means of partieipat o1

the lawyers were an influentisl faotor 1n £rentier P

and they must be considered in relation to !ronticr'“

ig a very difficult aspect tongansider.

people than sny other one. 1hoy vere influonmi“



frontier, the term of district courﬁ eigniwie&.

visited town; strangers appeared on the atroéﬁ

saVenties. ;rials especially crimdnal trials- Vaze‘lang

79, Cole, Address in First Annual Bep
Bar Association, 1884 p. . :

80. Alexandris © 'o"'at" Oct. 8, 18'70’.

gl. “W. S. Xing to Helson, Auge. 16, 18?8
lielson, Jec. 12, 1875". "B. Hatsen t

1878," MSS




Helson to whem the diraetcr of the stata
exhibits from nouglas aounty. It Was he to
parties wrote to secure. supnort for a aoand

82
reunion, He was the spokesmen for Alaxandri‘

to secure railroad oonneotions. ihe newsPaperf

and-removed part of the frontier iselation, The”néwapap T

also secmed as propaganda to eneourage sottlomant in thaf

county and 1n82his reepeot contributed to the deValopmﬁnt of
the frontier.

lany lawyers nad secured. their legal oduaetion by
school to support themselves while they were reading lav
they did not loose all their 1nterest 1n education‘ubon,mwv ng
to the frontier. 4 few taught after they hadfmoved w‘at

others became members of school boards, dir' tor;”'m

instances, but this office seems to;pa%éﬂbg;
volitical position than an ednoatibhal Qne;“
a group, appear %o have been interééfc&,iﬁfﬁh
welfare of their communities. 4

the lewyers leadership stopped with secu.

+hey were not interested in‘the chur§£§,‘§$d

82. oupra. 30 NE e
83. See na%g in vlanﬁrau,'op. cit. p. 46?-“_
82, ¢it. p. 99; brown"ih E"has Hietor
mnEz Pe 5550
84. Elexandria Post Dec. 23, 1871, Hov.,




thare were aome of oourse

few who had bgen ministmrs. o
1oal worka often found it diffic

relations to the churohes._ In on

fhomas Buckham, he and Mra. Buokham attonde;

Church "of which mra. Buckham was a memhg”“
Aiter having surveyed the aotivitiif’
upon the Minnesota frontier, one ehould

of the men before evaluating their_positiqn

sooiety. The lawyers maved to the’frontier=

to improve their aconomic oondition jnst a;

in these towns, there were few 1f any, @xp

with whom t0 compete;

the praotioo reqnir

85. Buck in Flandrau 0p. ¢
86. Ibid p. 46. '



the legal profession had more tnan the“avera

members, There were ahiftleae lawyera whe thréngh_

investments did not have to puraue their pra 1
Other lawyers recoived a reputa?ion for enoeuraging
jumping”, but there were 8180 olienﬁe wirlingwto tﬁk

Phe individualism Which mave& the farmsr“te su

neighbor for ninor damages which could haVQ heen 8

of court with much less expenso.'led*the la

in order to win their case., If Lara Kv Aak

have refuced to inoeresse his 1ncome hy not

Every other lawyer in town would hav"w:l

87, Alexsndris Post, Nov. 2, 1872




roefused to sells Legal oonnae

86. "M. L. Enowlton to G. E. I
89. "Nelson to G. H. Reynold



Y &7

1ooations- melson's 1and atternsy in ﬂa">

_would haVQ dons &s mncb.

;he 1awyera wer ;in

prominont in these "rings", and heeanaa of'thq

abilities acquired $hr ough oontacta wit’h pr.;aq”'

controlled large politioal districts., Snch'

not be judged, however, untillongiggq§§§g;

$0. "Si Ay Inpeite Walacn, Anps 18: 1894 4
91l. "R. Reynolds to Helson, iug. 16, 1873, 4
Aug., 21, 1872"; 'W. Adley‘to Nolaonf Jv




'Alexandria. his constituoncy was willina

the state. &
Tndividualietic as ;‘tb

‘maintained their tfadifidﬂaif!;

of the oppressed evan on th_

oould not let en opportunityf;ﬁwE

92 Tt
collectable. ihen the railroadfdamandnd*tk

98+ "Nelson to ¢. D. Kerr, aug. 15 1‘8'?‘7-t
Nelson, auge 18, 187?" o
93. "A. Ramsey to melson Apr ‘4, 187



eppreciated, srom force of cirecunstances, the lawyers becam; :
the leeders in their communities, and as such must be consiierodﬂ
in the development of the frontier. iiost of the lawyers who f 3
settled in ..innesote were of liew 2ngland stock and training,;:“ ;
s0 th=t they were well educated according to the standards of -
the time. «hen this training was added to their oxperience in f?
working with people under diverse conditions as the lawyersﬂ"‘f:
did, their leadership was soon acknowledged.by the people. >1 }?;

Their place of leadership made the lawyers' oharaoter, mannera,éf

and attitudes examples t0 be followed by the.people of.their .th
communities. rhrough speeches, conversations, and opinibﬁsl-*ff:
expressed theyonot only furnished much of the availsble infor- f{
mation upon the frontier, but also directed the courses in whieh'
it should be used. uhrough professionsal contacts, the lawyers |
could influence the business ethice of a v111age toward a
higher level, or as often probably, toward a lower lével. 1
Their professional development dependad upon the develdpment
of their communities, and the lawyers ranked beside the newsf
bpapers as boosters and lesders in civiec development.»l

ihe frontier lawyers certsinly aid not retain all their
eastern charecteristics and acquire non from their new surrdund-
ings. osecause of their wide interests and activities, they '
beceme One with their neighbors in the outlook upon'mapy loeal
situations, ‘ihe lewyers were the leaders in the encouragement

of railroad extension as Lelson was in Alexendria. Lawyers



became leaders in local granges although politiec
94 : : AR,
probebly attracted meny. Other problems which faced

settlements affected the lawyers the saime &8 they di
ine lawyers became the mirrors through —hieh‘th;
were reflected.

vhe leawyers' plece of leadership, opportunities £

groups in the frontier towns. their land, unlike mdoh
unincumbered with debts; their money was infesfédfig;‘
business concerns, and they were following aapfofegsfﬁh
inherently c onservative. 1he lawyers, as a resnlf;fﬁf
the conservative element in the frontier society.i 

the lawyers were the active members and‘repiéséﬁgaf{v

of organized Jjustice. uhey signified that the days of'frontg'r

direct sction were giving way to those of the justicee‘ conitei :
andggie circuit courts. after the early days of practiee bofore
justices of pesce and before the local land offioes, the lavyers
began to represent larger companies and 1nterests through j ““
their loan and collection business. Uther. intereuta with the
older regions aided them in giving their environments tha

aspects of older more gettled ones.

Although pioneers with the pioneer spirit the early
frontier lawyers linked the outlying and new !bst with the old

and settled msast through their personal contacta, through the

economic influence. ‘“he direction of frontiar prog:ess‘waai~ A

94, nirsch, "Effects of the (‘range” in Hiasisaiggi vgllez
Bistary Review. 15¢ 482 :




probably the frontier lewyers' greatest contr
smerican society, ihe appearance -

that the frontier was peesing.,
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'fhe above tanles were conpiled from a blographical F.t»";ld.y’
of one hundred thirty-five lawyers who were practicing in Mip
between 1865 and 1880, and who had been near the frontier a
beginning of thelr practice. Seventy-one were practicing i
state in 1865 and sixty-four entered the state between 1865
188C. The tables must ve used with care because they are ne.
based upon those lawyers who were more successful than man

frontier lawyers.
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The Dourlas Cuwuty Hews, 1878-1882. Alexandria
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Most of the following material is of th
biogrephical type and because of that fact
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West to Control the Yrice of Farm Maohinqry n I 4
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