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PREFACE  
 

TO THE 
 

RULES OF PRACTICE OF THE 
DISTRICT COURTS OF MINNESOTA 

 
The adoption of the Rules of Practice in civil cases by Minnesota 
District Judges was authorized by the 17th Legislature.  The law 
provided: 
 

AN ACT REQUIRING DISTRICT JUDGES AND JUDGES OF THE 
COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS, TO ADOPT GENERAL RULES OF 
PRACTICE IN THE CIVIL ACTIONS FOR THE SEVERAL DISTRICT 
COURTS AND COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS.  
 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota: 
 
     SECTION 1. The judges of the district courts of the several 
judicial districts, and of the several courts of common pleas of shall, 
on the first Wednesday of July next, or on some day prior thereto at 
their election, meet in general session at the capitol, in the city of 
Saint Paul, and adopt such general rules of practice in civil actions 
not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the state, or of the 
United States, as will secure a uniformity of practice throughout the 
state, as may be deemed necessary and just. The said judges shall 
meet annually thereafter at the same place on the first Wednesday 
of July, to revise such general rules and make such amendments 
thereto, and such further rules, not inconsistent with the con-
stitution and laws of the state or of the United States, as may be 
deemed necessary, and the same shall go into effect from and after 
their publication. The general rules shall govern all the district 
courts and courts of common pleas in this State; Provided, That in 
any case in furtherance of justice said rules may be relaxed, or 
modified, and a party may be relieved against the effect thereof, on 
such terms aa may be just. Provided, further, That any six of said 
judges so convened in general session as hereinbefore provided, 
shall transact the business and discharge the duties imposed by 
this act.  
     SECTION. 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage.  
     Approved March 6, 1875. 1 

                                                           
1 1875 Laws, c. 44, at 77. 
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PREFACE  
 

TO 
 

RULES OF PRACTICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE  

DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 
 

The Rules of Practice for Federal Courts in Minnesota were adopted 
at various times in 1871, 1874, 1876 and 1877. They were published 
in 1878 as part of a pamphlet containing the Rules of Practice of the 
Minnesota Supreme Court and Minnesota District Courts.  
 
Rule 8 incorporates the state law on peremptory challenges to jurors 
in criminal cases.   The state law provides: 

 
An Act to amend sections thirteen (13) and fourteen (14), of 1868. 
chapter one hundred and sixteen (116), of the General Statutes, 
relating to challenging jurors.  
          SECTION 1. That section thirteen (13), of chapter one hundred 
and sixteen (116), of the general statutes, be amended so as to read 
as follows:  
          Sec. 13. A peremptory challenge can be taken either by the 
State or by the defendant, and may be oral. It is an objection to a 
juror for which no reason need be given, but upon which the court 
shall exclude him.  
         SECTION 2. That section fourteen (14) of said act be also 
amended so as to read as follows:  
         Sec. 14. If the offense charged is punishable with death, or with 
imprisonment in the state prison for life, the state is entitled to 
seven (7) peremptory challenges, and the defendant to twenty (20) 
peremptory challenges. On a trial for any other offense the state is 
entitled to two (2) peremptory challenges and the defendant to five 
(5) peremptory challenges.   
         SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage.  
         Approved March 5, 1868.2 
 
 

                                                           
2 1868 Laws, c. 86, at 126. 
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